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 23 October 2012 
 
Dear Convenor 
 
In its report last year on the Spending Review 2011 and Draft Budget 2012-13, the Finance 
Committee, drawing on submissions made to it by the Rural Affairs, Climate Change and 
Environment Committee, recommended that the Scottish Government take steps to improve 
the presentation of budget information relating to the delivery of climate change policies. 
 
In response to that recommendation, the Scottish Government has prepared a summary 
document that draws together details of the budget lines across the current spending review 
period that support the delivery of measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  The 
majority of the figures in this document have been presented at level 4 where it has been 
possible to do so.   
 
Rather than present budgets strictly according to Ministerial portfolio as is the case with 
other draft Budget supporting documents, the climate change funding summary groups 
budgets according to the main sectors set out in Low Carbon Scotland: Meeting the 
Emissions Reduction Targets 2010-2022, the Scottish Government’s first statutory climate 
change report on proposals and policies (RPP1).  This is intended to help committee 
members more easily read across between RPP1 and the draft Budget. 
 
The budgets detailed in this summary document should be considered in the wider context of 
the actions that the Scottish Government and its partners are undertaking to transition to a 
low carbon economy while supporting sustainable economic growth.  For example, the 
Scottish Government is investing more than £1 billion per year on public transport and has 
announced a £5 billion package of funding and investment in Scotland’s railways between 
2014 and 2019; we will shortly be consulting on options for strengthening the energy 
standards required by building regulations; and over 150 of our partners across the public 
sector have put in place carbon management plans identifying cost effective energy 
efficiency measures. 
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Copies of the climate change funding summary document have been passed to all subject 
committees and have also been placed in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre. 
 
I understand that the Rural Affairs, Climate change and Environment Committee (RACCE) is 
adopting a mainstream approach to climate change and expects subject committees to 
include in their reports to the Finance committee an assessment of how spending in their 
particular portfolios has taken account of climate change issues. I hope you and the 
members of your respective committees find the information in the summary document 
helpful in your scrutiny of the Scottish Draft Budget 2013-14. 
 
 
       
 
 
 

JOHN SWINNEY 
 


