
FINANCE COMMITTEE CALL FOR EVIDENCE ON THE LAND AND BUILDINGS  
TRANSACTION TAX (SCOTLAND) BILL 

 
SUBMISSION FROM AUDIT SCOTLAND 

 

1. We write in response to the Committee’s call for evidence on the Land and 
Buildings Transaction Tax (Scotland) Bill (LBTT Bill) dated 5 December 2012. 
 
2. The Auditor General audits or appoints the external auditors of most central 
government bodies in Scotland covering around £35 billion of income and 
expenditure. Accordingly the Auditor General and Audit Scotland have an interest in 
the audit and governance arrangements for all of the new tax raising provisions 
flowing from the Scotland Act 2012. 
 
3. We note that the LBTT Bill does not contain any direct provisions relating to 
the audit of the taxes to be raised under the Bill. However, we recognise that the 
LBTT Bill is one of three proposed Bills for the implementation of the devolved taxes 
and that provisions relating to the audit arrangements for Revenue Scotland are 
expected to be included in the proposed Taxes Management Bill later in 2013. 
 
4. To the extent that the proposed tax will be administered by Registers of 
Scotland we are content that the existing audit arrangements for that body are 
sufficient to ensure that appropriate audit scrutiny will be able to take place. 
 
5. In August 2012 Audit Scotland published a report on Managing ICT contracts 
– an audit of three public sector programmes.1 In that report we noted that Registers 
of Scotland had given notice to terminate its current long term Strategic Partnership 
Agreement for ICT services from April 2013. We further reported that “Termination of 
the SPA means that RoS has to build an in-house ICT capability to be able to 
manage future ICT functions and requirements, including a new responsibility to 
receive and administer returns for the planned Land and Buildings Transaction Tax”. 
 
6. We would be happy to provide the Committee with any further information. 
 

                                                           
1
 
 www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/docs/central/2012/nr_120830_ict_contracts.pdf 

 
 

http://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/docs/central/2012/nr_120830_ict_contracts.pdf

