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3 May 2013 
 
 
Dear Chief Secretary, 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 2 May 2013.   The Committee is deeply disappointed 
that you are now unable to give evidence on 15 May despite it having been in your 
diary since January.  This is the second time that you have declined to attend a pre-
arranged meeting of the Committee and you will recall that I wrote to you on 12 April 
2012 expressing our disappointment and stating that “I would hope that, should we 
make a similar invitation to you to attend a meeting at a future date, your diary allows 
you to attend.”    
 
As you are aware the Committee is currently undertaking scrutiny of the new 
financial powers arising from the Scotland Act 2012 including the adjustment to the 
block grant.  The Committee is due to submit its views on the block grant adjustment 
to the Scottish Government before Summer recess in order to inform its discussions 
with the UK Treasury.  Having taken evidence from the Scottish Government on its 
first annual report on the implementation and operation of the new financial powers it 
is important that the Committee follows this up with evidence from the UK 
Government on its own implementation report.  Without having heard this evidence it 
is difficult for the Committee to submit its views on the adjustment to the block grant.  
On this basis the Committee requests that any agreement between the two 
governments on the block grant adjustment is postponed until after you have given 
evidence to the Committee and the Committee has submitted its views to the 
Scottish Government.    I would appreciate an early response so that the Committee 
can rearrange its busy work programme. 
 



 

 

Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
Kenneth Gibson MSP 
Convener 
 


