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FINANCE COMMITTTEE 
 

MARRIAGE AND CIVIL PARTNERSHIP (SCOTLAND) BILL FINANCIAL 
MEMORANDUM 

 
SUBMISSION FROM SCOTTISH BORDERS COUNCIL 

 

Did you take part in either of the Scottish Government consultation exercises 
which preceded the Bill and, if so, did you comment on the financial 
assumptions made?  
1. We did not participate in the earlier consultation as we had no objections or 
concerns relating to the proposals.  
 
Do you believe your comments on the financial assumptions have been 
accurately reflected in the FM?  
2. N/A 
 
Did you have sufficient time to contribute to the consultation exercise?  
3. Timescales offered to digest and respond to the consultation were indeed 
sufficient. 
 
Costs  
If the Bill has any financial implications for your organisation, do you believe 
that these have been accurately reflected in the FM? If not, please provide 
details?  
4. Any financial implications within Scottish Borders Council relating to these 
changes within the Civil Partnerships and Marriage Bill have been accurately 
reflected within the FM. 
 
Do you consider that the estimated costs and savings set out in the FM and 
projected over 15 years for each service are reasonable and accurate?  
5. Estimated costs set out in the FM do appear to cover all aspects.  
 
If relevant, are you content that your organisation can meet the financial costs 
associated with the Bill which your organisation will incur? If not, how do you 
think these costs should be met?  
6. Legal and Democratic Services confirm there will be no structure change with 
the loss of income which currently stands around £3k per annum.  They will adjust 
general budget pressures and being a small authority there is a core staff 
requirement which will not reduce as a result of this change 
 
Does the FM accurately reflect the margins of uncertainty associated with the 
estimates and the timescales over which such costs would be expected to 
arise?  
7. Due to the nature of the change there is no previous example available to 
accurately estimate costs and does show levels of uncertainty accurately. 
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Wider Issues  
Do you believe that the FM reasonably captures costs associated with the Bill? 
If not, which other costs might be incurred and by whom?  
8. It would be useful to have more information available regarding the 
management and responsibility of administering the changes for registered Civil 
Partnerships changing to a religious version.  There is no clear direction if this will be 
handled by the Local Authority or National Records of Scotland.   
 
Do you believe that there may be future costs associated with the Bill, for 
example through subordinate legislation? If so, is it possible to quantify 
these? 
9. No. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


