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FINANCE COMMITTTEE 
 

MARRIAGE AND CIVIL PARTNERSHIP (SCOTLAND) BILL FINANCIAL 
MEMORANDUM 

 
SUBMISSION FROM STIRLING COUNCIL 

 

Consultation 
Did you take part in either of the Scottish Government consultation exercises 
which preceded the Bill and, if so, did you comment on the financial 
assumptions made? 
1. I passed on my comments regarding this Bill but not in respect of the financial 
assumptions made. 
 
Do you believe your comments on the financial assumptions have been 
accurately reflected in the FM? 
2. N/A 
 
Did you have sufficient time to contribute to the consultation exercise? 
3. Yes 
 
Costs 
If the Bill has any financial implications for your organisation, do you believe 
that these have been accurately reflected in the FM? If not, please provide 
details? 
4. Possibly, however I’m not sure the following has been taken into account: - 
The additional cost of a license has often put off potential wedding parties from 
having a civil marriage and they tend to book a Humanist Celebrant instead.  As well 
as this, several venues within our local authority area refuse to purchase a license 
for civil ceremonies and encourage their wedding parties to book a Humanist 
Celebrant instead, as they regard this as still offering a ‘non religious’ ceremony 
without the added expense of a license.  Given this information, as well as the saving 
made by staff being relieved of carrying out a licensing function, I am hopeful that the 
abolition of the licensing fees will result in an increase in civil ceremonies, therefore 
helping to maintain the fees received by Local Authorities. 
 
Do you consider that the estimated costs and savings set out in the FM and 
projected over 15 years for each service are reasonable and accurate? 
5. As far as I’m able to comment, they appear to be a reasonable estimate. 
 
If relevant, are you content that your organisation can meet the financial costs 
associated with the Bill which your organisation will incur? If not, how do you 
think these costs should be met? 
6. As far as I’m able to comment, I am content that any costs our organisation 
incurs with the Bill can met. 
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Does the FM accurately reflect the margins of uncertainty associated with the 
estimates and the timescales over which such costs would be expected to 
arise? 
7. I am unable to comment 
 
Wider Issues  
Do you believe that the FM reasonably captures costs associated with the Bill? 
If not, which other costs might be incurred and by whom?  
8. Purely from a Local Authority point of view, I believe the FM reasonably 
captures costs associated with the Bill. I am unable to comment on Scottish 
Government or NRS costs. 
 
Do you believe that there may be future costs associated with the Bill, for 
example through subordinate legislation? If so, is it possible to quantify these 
costs? 
9. As with any changes, we should always be prepared for costs that may not 
have been anticipated. 
 

 

 

 

  


