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FINANCE COMMITTEE CALL FOR EVIDENCE 
 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE (SCOTLAND) BILL: FINANCIAL MEMORANDUM 
 

SUBMISSION FROM THE LAW SOCIETY OF SCOTLAND – SUPPLEMENTARY 
EVIDENCE 

 
1. We submitted evidence to the Finance Committee on the Financial 
Memorandum to the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Bill and, in particular, around the 
costs of providing advice to suspects at a police station. We have subsequently seen 
the written evidence provided by the Scottish Legal Aid Board, which discusses our 
analysis of the costs of this provision. We thought that it may be useful to the 
Committee’s deliberations to clarify our approach.  
 
2. We calculated the average cost of advice per person on the basis of the 
number of people who have received advice at a police station, rather than the 
amount of accounts submitted to the SLAB or the number of accounts paid by the 
SLAB. We think that looking at average costs of advice using either of these other 
two perspectives is also valid, albeit limited, with the large number of accounts that 
have not been paid. Accordingly, we think that considering the cost of advice on a 
per person basis is a reasonable indicator, particularly as the data for the number of 
people receiving advice is robust.  
 
3. From the latest update on advice provided at a police station, the SLAB 
details the number of people that have received advice: 1 
 

 Between 4 July 2011 and 30 June 2012, 22227 requests for advice 
(comprising 7518 instances of telephone advice from the SLAB’s Solicitor Contact 
Line and 14709 by named solicitors);  

 Between 1 July 2012 and 30 June 2013, 22632 requests for advice 
(comprising 8021 instances of telephone advice from the SLAB’s Solicitor Contact 
Line and 14611 by named solicitors); 

 And in the three months from 1 July 2013 to 30 September 2013, 6508 
requests for advice (comprising 2484 instances of telephone advice from the SLAB’s 
Solicitor Contact Line and 4024 by named solicitors). 

 
4. As the SLAB notes in its written evidence to the committee, at September 
2013, for the 2012 calendar year, 8,087 grants of advice and assistance were made 
to suspects and 2408 had been paid at a total cost of £322,625. The SLAB suggests 
an average case cost of £134.00 on this basis: we think this is a valid, though 
limited, perspective. According to the SLAB’s own data, the number of cases paid is, 
for instance, less than a third of the number of grants made and indeed around a 
sixth of the number of instances of advice provided by named solicitors. Considering 
the average cost of provision on a per person basis does recognise the 
overwhelming majority of instances of advice that have either yet to be paid or will 
not see accounts submitted for payment.  
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5. The SLAB also notes that the average costs stated for advice by its Solicitor 
Contact Line do not reflect the costs incurred in the two thirds of cases where a 
named solicitor is requested. As the SLAB’s written evidence states, “The duties of 
the SLAB Contact Line solicitors are to contact and chase up private solicitors where 
these are requested by the suspect.” We see from the Financial Memorandum to the 
Criminal Justice (Scotland) Bill that the cost per solicitor for the contact line is 
£295,000 per annum (5 full-time equivalent staff at £59,000 each). We do recognise, 
as the SLAB’s written response states, that relaying requests for advice to private 
practitioners constitutes a significant part of that cost.  
 
6. We hope this information clarifies our written evidence to the Committee and 
is helpful in deliberations. If we can assist further, we would be happy to do so.  
 


