
 1 

 

BUSINESS BULLETIN No. 142/2013 

Wednesday 2 October 2013 

Revised at 11.00 am 
 

Summary of Today’s Business 

Meeting of the Parliament 

2.00 pm  Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
followed by  Portfolio Questions 

Education and Lifelong Learning 
followed by Emergency Question  
followed by  Scottish Labour Party Debate: The Cost of Living   
followed by  Business Motions 
followed by  Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
5.15 pm  Decision Time 
followed by  Members’ Business – S4M-07630 Aileen McLeod: Supporting Teenage 

Cancer Trust’s Education Programme  
  

For full details of today’s business, see Section A.  
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Business Bulletin: Wednesday 2 October 2013 

Section A – Today’s Business 

Meeting of the Parliament 

2.00 pm   Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
  
followed by   Portfolio Questions 
 

Education and Lifelong Learning 

1. David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to 
increase the availability of educational psychologists. (S4O-02442) 

2. Bill Kidd: To ask the Scottish Government what the educational benefits are of 
learning a second language. (S4O-02443) 

3. Nigel Don: To ask the Scottish Government what it considers the benefits are of 
the performance of Scottish universities in recent polls for students domiciled in 
Scotland. (S4O-02444) 

4. John Scott: To ask the Scottish Government how it is supporting local authorities 
in relation to the availability of supply teachers. (S4O-02445) 

5. Liz Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what recent discussions it has had 
with local authorities about teacher employment issues. (S4O-02446) 

6. Helen Eadie: [Withdrawn] 

7. Angus MacDonald: To ask the Scottish Government what recent action it has 
taken to improve teacher employment. (S4O-02448) 

8. Christina McKelvie: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to 
protect young people using the internet. (S4O-02449) 

9. Jean Urquhart: To ask the Scottish Government when the Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Lifelong Learning last met the board of the University of the Highlands 
and Islands and what issues were discussed. (S4O-02450) 

10. Kezia Dugdale: To ask the Scottish Government whether the replacement for 
the Glow network will be operational by December 2013. (S4O-02451) 

11. Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Government what action it will take to ensure that 
looked-after children who have been in multiple placements have access to a stable 
education. (S4O-02452) 
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12. Malcolm Chisholm: To ask the Scottish Government how many female students 
were enrolled in colleges in 2007 and 2012. (S4O-02453) 

13. Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to improve 
the quality of careers guidance provision in schools. (S4O-02454) 

14. Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to ensure 
that all schools have adequate internet connections. (S4O-02455) 

15. Annabelle Ewing: To ask the Scottish Government what procedure local 
authorities should follow when taking decisions to close schools. (S4O-02456) 

16. Sandra White: To ask the Scottish Government what it considers the impact is of 
UK student visa rules on Scotland’s universities and colleges. (S4O-02457) 

17. Chic Brodie: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to encourage 
and nurture innovation in schools. (S4O-02458) 

18. Colin Keir: To ask the Scottish Government whether rising primary school 
intakes are affecting the deliverability of smaller class sizes in early years schooling. 
(S4O-02459) 

19. Bob Doris: To ask the Scottish Government what progress it has made on 
increasing the number of teachers employed on permanent contracts. (S4O-02460) 

20. Clare Adamson: To ask the Scottish Government what progress it is making in 
rolling out the EU 1+2 model of language teaching in schools. (S4O-02461) 

followed by  Emergency Question 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on the IT problem at NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde. 

followed by  Scottish Labour Party Debate: The Cost of Living 
 
 S4M-07872 Jackie Baillie: The Cost of Living—That the 

Parliament notes the decline in real wages for people in Scotland 
at a time when living costs are rising; understands that the cost 
of essentials such as food, childcare and energy has risen and 
the report by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, A Minimum 
Income Standard for the UK in 2013, shows that, over the last 
five years, the cost of essential goods and services has 
increased by nearly 25%; is concerned at the increases in the 
number of people in fuel poverty and using food banks; notes 
that, in 2011-12, there were 950,000 people living in absolute 
poverty in Scotland, 220,000 of whom were children, and 
believes that both the UK and Scottish governments must act 
urgently to tackle these issues. 
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The Presiding Officer has selected the following 
amendments 
 
S4M-07872.3 Alex Neil: The Cost of Living—As an 
amendment to motion S4M-07872 in the name of Jackie 
Baillie (The Cost of Living), leave out from ―and believes,‖ 
to end and insert ―welcomes the action taken by the 
Scottish Government to support household incomes 
including the council tax freeze, the maintenance of free 
bus travel for older people, the extension of free nursery 
provision, the introduction of free personal care for older 
people, free university tuition and abolition of bridge tolls, 
and believes that, with independence, including control of 
taxation and welfare, Scotland can be a beacon of 
progressive action to tackle poverty and maintain 
household incomes.‖  
 
S4M-07872.4 Gavin Brown: The Cost of Living—As an 
amendment to motion S4M-07872 in the name of Jackie 
Baillie (The Cost of Living), leave out from first ―notes‖ to 
end and insert ―recognises that, as a result of the 
economic crisis and the consequent need to cut the 
deficit, there has been a squeeze on living standards, and 
supports the positive action that the UK Government has 
taken to ameliorate this squeeze, including increasing the 
personal allowance to £10,000 by April 2014, which will 
benefit 2.2 million taxpayers in Scotland and take 224,000 
out of tax altogether, keeping mortgage rates low, cutting 
fuel duty and freezing the current level of fuel duty until 
2015, announcing a new scheme to help families with 
childcare costs and delivering the biggest ever cash rise 
in the basic state pension in 2012 of £5.30 thanks to the 
so-called triple lock guarantee.‖ 
 
S4M-07872.1 Liam McArthur: The Cost of Living—As 
an amendment to motion S4M-07872 in the name of 
Jackie Baillie (The Cost of Living), insert at end ―; 
supports the UK Government’s determination to cut the 
income tax bills of people on low and middle incomes by 
raising the threshold for paying tax to £10,000; supports 
the UK Government’s decision to apply a so-called triple-
lock to pensions to ensure that they increase by the 
highest of inflation, wages or 2.5% and endorses new 
support for childcare; believes that these steps, combined 
with support for apprenticeships and young workers, the 
Green Investment Bank and investment in science and 
research, will help create a stronger economy and a fairer 
society, enabling every person in Scotland to get on in 
life, and, noting that UN International Day for the 
Eradication of Poverty is on 17 October 2013, supports 
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the commitment of the UK Government to spend 0.7% of 
national income on overseas aid to help tackle global 
poverty.‖ 
 

followed by   Business Motions 
 

S4M-07875 Joe FitzPatrick on behalf of the Parliamentary 
Bureau: Business Motion—That the Parliament agrees the 
following programme of business— 
  
Tuesday 8 October 2013 
  
2.00 pm   Time for Reflection 
  
followed by   Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
  
followed by   Topical Questions (if selected) 
  
followed by   Scottish Government Debate: Commission for 

Developing Scotland’s Young Workforce – Interim 
Report 

  
followed by   Legislative Consent Motion: Anti-social Behaviour, 

Crime and Policing Bill – UK Legislation 
  
followed by   Business Motions 
  
followed by   Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
  
5.00 pm   Decision Time 
  
followed by   Members’ Business 
  
Wednesday 9 October 2013 
  
2.00 pm   Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
  
followed by   Portfolio Questions 

Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth 
  
followed by   Health and Sport Committee Debate: Access to New 

Medicines 
  
followed by   Business Motions 
  
followed by   Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
  
5.00 pm   Decision Time 
  
followed by   Members’ Business 
  
Thursday 10 October 2013 
  
11.40 am   Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
  
11.40 am   General Questions 
  
12.00 pm   First Minister’s Questions 
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12.30 pm   Members’ Business 
  
2.30 pm   Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
  
2.30 pm   Scottish Government Debate: Carbon Capture and 

Storage 
  
followed by   Business Motions 
  
followed by   Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
  
5.00 pm   Decision Time  
  
Tuesday 29 October 2013 
  
2.00 pm   Time for Reflection 
  
followed by   Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
  
followed by   Topical Questions (if selected) 
  
followed by   Scottish Government Business 
  
followed by   Business Motions 
  
followed by   Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
  
5.00 pm   Decision Time 
  
followed by   Members’ Business 
  
Wednesday 30 October 2013 
  
2.00 pm   Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
  
2.00 pm   Portfolio Questions 

Justice and the Law Officers; 
Rural Affairs and the Environment 

  
followed by   Scottish Government Business 
  
followed by   Business Motions 
  
followed by   Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
  
5.00 pm   Decision Time 
  
followed by   Members’ Business 
  
Thursday 31 October 2013 
  
11.40 am   Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
  
11.40 am   General Questions 
  
12.00 pm   First Minister’s Questions 
  
12.30 pm   Members’ Business 
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2.30 pm   Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
  
2.30 pm   Scottish Government Business 
  
followed by   Business Motions 
  
followed by   Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
  
5.00 pm   Decision Time 

 
S4M-07876 Joe FitzPatrick on behalf of the Parliamentary 
Bureau: Business Motion—That the Parliament agrees that 
consideration of the Regulatory Reform (Scotland) Bill at stage 1 
be extended to 15 November 2013. 

  
followed by   Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 

S4M-07877 Joe FitzPatrick on behalf of the Parliamentary 
Bureau: Approval of SSI—That the Parliament agrees that the 
Rosyth International Container Terminal (Harbour Revision) 
Order 2013 [draft] be approved. 
 
S4M-07878 Joe FitzPatrick on behalf of the Parliamentary 
Bureau: Victims and Witnesses (Scotland) Bill—That the 
Parliament agrees, under Rule 9.7.4, to consider the Victims and 
Witnesses (Scotland) Bill at stage 2 in the following order: 
sections 26 and 27 (by the Health and Sport Committee) and 
sections 1 to 25 and sections 28 to 31 (by the Justice 
Committee). 

  
5.15 pm   Decision Time 
  
followed by  Members’ Business 
 
 Debate on the subject of— 
 
 S4M-07630 Aileen McLeod: Supporting Teenage Cancer 

Trust’s Education Programme—That the Parliament 
recognises the importance of early diagnosis of cancer in 
Scotland’s young people; acknowledges what it sees as the key 
role of Teenage Cancer Trust’s education programme and its 
innovative and unique partnership with the Detect Cancer Early 
Programme in educating young people in South Scotland and 
across the country about cancer; notes that Teenage Cancer 
Action Week takes place across the UK from 14 to 20 October 
2013; understands that the key aim of the week is to raise 
awareness of the five most common signs of cancer in 13 to 24-
year-olds and for this knowledge to be shared among family and 
friends, and commends Teenage Cancer Trust on its efforts to 
raise awareness of cancer among young people, educating them 
on the importance of early diagnosis and improving the wellbeing 
of young people who are diagnosed with the condition. 




