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Summary of Today’s Business 

Meetings of Committees 

10.00 am Devolution (Further Powers) Committee the Mary Fairfax 
Somerville Room 
(CR2) 

1.15 pm Justice Sub-Committee on Policing the David Livingstone 
Room (CR6) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Meeting of the Parliament 

11.40 am  Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
11.40 am  General Questions  
12.00 pm  First Minister’s Questions   
followed by  Members’ Business – S4M-11431 Christine Grahame: A Shocking Way 

to Treat a Dog  
2.30 pm  Parliamentary Bureau Motions  
followed by Ministerial Statement: Oil and Gas 
followed by  Scottish Government Debate: Boosting the Economy  
followed by  Business Motions 
followed by  Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
5.00 pm  Decision Time 
 

For full details of today’s business, see Section A.  
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Business Bulletin: Thursday 8 January 2015 
Section A – Today’s Business 

Meetings of Committees 

All meetings take place in the Scottish Parliament, unless otherwise specified.  
Contact details for Committee Clerks are provided at the end of the Bulletin. 

Devolution (Further Powers) Committee 
8th Meeting, 2015 

 
The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in the Mary Fairfax Somerville Room 
(CR2) 

1. The Electoral Commission and its Report on the Scottish Independence 
Referendum: The Committee will take evidence from— 

John McCormick, Electoral Commissioner, Alex Robertson, Director of 
Communications, and Andy O’Neill, Head of Office Scotland, The Electoral 
Commission. 

2. Work programme (in private): The Committee will review its work programme. 

Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 
1st Meeting, 2015 

 
The Sub-Committee will meet at 1.15 pm in the David Livingstone Room (CR6) 

1. Decision on taking business in private: The Sub-Committee will decide 
whether to take item 3 in private. 

2. i6 programme: The Sub-Committee will take evidence on progress with 
development of the i6 programme from— 

Deputy Chief Constable Neil Richardson, Designated Deputy for Chief 
Constable, and Chief Superintendent Hamish MacPherson, Programme 
Manager for i6, Police Scotland; 
Tom McMahon, Director of Strategy and Performance, Scottish Police 
Authority. 

3. Work programme: The Sub-Committee will consider its work programme. 
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Meeting of the Parliament 

11.40 am   Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
11.40 am  General Questions 
 
1. Richard Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to support 
public sector recruitment in the north east. (S4O-03871) 

2. Nigel Don: To ask the Scottish Government how it ensures that consistently high 
standards are maintained by staff in the care sector. (S4O-03872) 

3. Chic Brodie: To ask the Scottish Government what action it will take as a result of 
the statutory follow-up to the Accounts Commission report on South Ayrshire Council 
of February 2014. (S4O-03873) 

4. Bill Kidd: To ask the Scottish Government what recent discussions it has had with 
the UK Government regarding the publication of draft legislation arising from the 
recommendations of the Smith Commission. (S4O-03874) 

5. Linda Fabiani: To ask the Scottish Government what progress has been made in 
integrating health and social care in South Lanarkshire. (S4O-03875) 

6. Margaret Mitchell: To ask the Scottish Government when it last met 
representatives of NHS Lanarkshire and NHS Forth Valley. (S4O-03876) 

7. Nanette Milne: To ask the Scottish Government when the A90 between Ellon and 
Peterhead and Fraserburgh will be dualled. (S4O-03877) 

8. Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on the use of 
payments to consultants for recruiting patients for medical trials. (S4O-03878) 

9. Jim Hume: To ask the Scottish Government whether it considers that community 
hospitals can play a key role in delivering integrated health and social care. (S4O-
03879) 

10. Anne McTaggart: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to 
address the reported rise in the number of households facing court action because of 
personal debt. (S4O-03880) 

12.00 pm   First Minister’s Questions  
 
1. Kezia Dugdale: To ask the First Minister what engagements she has planned for 
the rest of the day. (S4F-02503) 
 
2. Ruth Davidson: To ask the First Minister when she will next meet the Prime 
Minister. (S4F-02502) 
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3. Jackie Baillie: To ask the First Minister what reassurances the Scottish 
Government can give workers in the oil and gas industry whose jobs are at risk. 
(S4F-02505) 
 
4. George Adam: To ask the First Minister how many families will benefit from the 
policy of free school meals. (S4F-02512) 
 
5. Iain Gray: To ask the First Minister what the Scottish Government’s position is on 
reports that it has abandoned its policies to protect teacher numbers and reduce 
class sizes. (S4F-02508) 
 
6. Joan McAlpine: To ask the First Minister what assessment the Scottish 
Government has made of the Shelter Scotland report finding that 25% of Scots fear 
that they cannot meet rent or mortgage bills. (S4F-02513) 
 
followed by  Members’ Business 
 
 Debate on the subject of— 
 
 S4M-11431 Christine Grahame: A Shocking Way to Treat a 

Dog—That the Parliament commends the Welsh Assembly for 
passing in 2010 a ban on the use of electronic collars on cats 
and dogs and setting a penalty of a fine of up to £20,000 or six 
months in prison; notes that there are bans in, inter alia, 
Denmark, Norway, Sweden and Germany; understands that, 
when the Scottish Government consulted on their use in 2007, 
most animal welfare organisations including the Scottish SPCA, 
the Scottish Kennel Club and the Dogs Trust supported a ban, 
as did ACPOS; considers that the Scottish Government’s 
reliance on guidance on usage and manufacturing standards is 
insufficient given that a range of devices is readily available 
online, that many users dispense with the guidance and that, in 
any event, research by the Department for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs demonstrates that there are long-term negative 
impacts on dog welfare, and notes the view that the Scottish 
Government should reconsider its position and follow Wales’s 
lead and ban the use in Midlothian South, Tweeddale and 
Lauderdale and throughout Scotland. 

 
2.30 pm   Parliamentary Bureau Motions  
 
followed by  Ministerial Statement: Oil and Gas 
 
followed by  Scottish Government Debate: Boosting the Economy 
 
 S4M-11993 John Swinney: Boosting the Economy—That the 

Parliament welcomes the continued growth of Scotland’s 
economy and the fact that Scotland’s unemployment rate is the 
lowest in the UK; further welcomes the fact that, since 2007, 
Scottish exports have increased by a third, business research 
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and development has risen by 29% and that the total number of 
registered businesses in Scotland has grown by 10%; agrees 
that delivering sustainable economic growth and addressing 
longstanding inequalities are reinforcing, and not competing, 
objectives, and welcomes the actions that the Scottish 
Government is taking to foster a supportive business 
environment, invest in infrastructure, support entrepreneurship, 
innovation and internationalisation, and to help to ensure that 
economic growth is characterised by income, regional and social 
equality. 

 
The Presiding Officer has selected the following 
amendments 
 
S4M-11993.3 Jackie Baillie: Boosting the Economy—
As an amendment to motion S4M-11993 in the name of 
John Swinney (Boosting the Economy), leave out from 
―and the fact‖ to end and insert ―; recognises, however, 
that the Scottish Government needs to ensure that the 
benefits of economic growth improve the prospects of the 
workforce at large and address increasing inequalities; 
calls on the Scottish Government to recognise the 
fundamental importance of the oil and gas industry to the 
success of the Scottish economy; notes that the current 
oil price is less than half that predicted by the Scottish 
Government in its white paper on independence; notes 
the calls for cross-party talks on sustaining the future of 
the oil and gas industry, and further calls on the Scottish 
Government to work in partnership with the UK 
Government and local government to address the current 
risks to that sector, to establish a resilience fund to be 
used in exceptional times of crisis to deal with the 
consequences on local economies of large-scale 
redundancies and to publish an updated Oil and Gas 
Bulletin.‖ 
 
S4M-11993.4 Gavin Brown: Boosting the Economy—
As an amendment to motion S4M-11993 in the name of 
John Swinney (Boosting the Economy), leave out from 
―the actions‖ to end and insert ―that the UK’s economic 
growth continues to be among the highest of major 
developed world economies; believes that measures 
taken by the UK Government, such as cutting employer 
national insurance contributions and maintaining the 
lowest level of corporation tax in the G7, are providing 
considerable benefits to Scottish businesses, and calls on 
the Scottish Government to reduce the burden on 
business by ensuring that the Land and Buildings 
Transaction Tax is introduced in a way that is conducive 
to economic growth and by extending existing rates relief 
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schemes to ensure that Scotland is a more competitive 
location to do business.‖ 

 
followed by   Business Motions 
 
followed by   Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 
5.00 pm   Decision Time 
 
 

 



 

 

 
Members who would like a printed copy of the Business Bulletin to be forwarded to them should contact 

Document Supply by email (documentsupply@scottish.parliament.uk) or by telephone (x85360) 
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