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Revised at 10.05 am 

 
Summary of Today’s Business 

Meetings of Committees 
10.00 am Education and Culture Committee the Sir Alexander 

Fleming Room (CR3) 
10.00 am Welfare Reform Committee the Mary Fairfax 

Somerville Room 
(CR2) 

10.15 am Justice Committee the James Clerk 
Maxwell Room (CR4) 

11.30 am Delegated Powers and Law Reform 
Committee 

the David Livingstone 
Room (CR6) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

2.00 pm  Time for Reflection – Ani Lhamo, Kagyu Samye Ling Monastery and 
Tibetan Centre, Eskdalemuir 

followed by  Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
followed by  Topical Questions  
followed by  Scottish Government Debate: Protecting Public Services 
followed by  Business Motions 
followed by  Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
5.00 pm  Decision Time 
followed by  Members’ Business – S4M-11392: Angus MacDonald: The Need for a 

Direct Ferry Service Between Scotland and Scandinavia  
 

For full details of today’s business, see Section A. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Business Bulletin: Tuesday 13 January 2015 
Section A – Today’s Business 

Meeting of the Parliament 

2.00 pm  Time for Reflection – Ani Lhamo, Kagyu Samye Ling Monastery 
and Tibetan Centre, Eskdalemuir 

 
followed by   Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 

S4M-12046 Joe FitzPatrick on behalf of the Parliamentary 
Bureau: Business Motion—That the Parliament agrees that, 
for the purpose of the debate on motion S4M-11985 on the 
Public Services Reform (Inspection and Monitoring of Prisons) 
(Scotland) Order 2014 [draft] on Tuesday 13 January 2015, in 
Rule 10.6.5 of Standing Orders— 

  
(a) delete 
 
one speaker 

 
and insert 
 
two speakers 
 

(b) the third sentence be suspended. 
 
followed by   Topical Questions 
 
1. Mike MacKenzie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 
update on efforts to restore power supplies affected by severe weather. (S4T-00896) 
 
2. David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what action it has taken to 
resolve transport disruption caused by recent storms. (S4T-00886) 
 
3. Michael Russell: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to assist 
dairy farmers contracted to First Milk who have been notified over the weekend of a 
further reduction in price and the postponement of payments due. (S4T-00893) 
 
followed by   Scottish Government Debate: Protecting Public Services 
 

S4M-12034 Keith Brown: Protecting Public Services—That 
the Parliament believes that strong public services are the 
bedrock of a fair and prosperous society; pays tribute to 
Scotland’s public service workers who teach, treat, protect and 
serve communities and welcomes continued support for public 
services in Scotland, including an increase in funding for all NHS 
boards; expresses concern at the impact that the UK 
Government’s austerity agenda will have on the delivery of 
public services; notes that, even excluding cuts planned for 
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welfare across the UK, Scotland faces real-terms cuts to come 
that are estimated at £15 billion; further notes an assessment by 
the Office for Budget Responsibility that UK Government cuts 
will reduce government spending as a proportion of income to its 
lowest level since the 1930s; recognises that real-terms cuts in 
spending on services such as police, local government, 
infrastructure and education will total almost £1,800 per person 
while, at the same time, the UK Government proposes to spend 
over £100 billion on new nuclear weapons; further recognises 
that there is an alternative to the UK Government’s austerity 
agenda, and calls on all parties to work together to secure 
economic growth, tackle inequality and protect Scotland’s public 
services. 

 
The Presiding Officer has selected the following 
amendments 
 
S4M-12034.2 Mary Fee: Protecting Public Services—
As an amendment to motion S4M-12034 in the name of 
Keith Brown (Protecting Public Services), leave out from 
―including an increase‖ to end and insert ―; believes that 
the Scottish Government’s budget underspend of £444 
million restricts the potential for Scotland’s public services 
to invest in hospitals, schools and in local communities; 
notes that the Barnett formula benefits Scotland’s budget; 
further believes that redistributive policies such as a 
mansion tax and a 50p top rate of tax will allow further 
investment in Scotland’s public services, and calls on all 
parties to work together to tackle inequality, support 
economic growth and proudly protect Scotland’s public 
services.‖ 
 
S4M-12034.3 Gavin Brown: Protecting Public 
Services—As an amendment to motion S4M-12034 in 
the name of Keith Brown (Protecting Public Services), 
leave out from ―and welcomes‖ to end and insert ―; 
believes that a decisive shift toward preventative 
spending is important to protect public services and to 
improve outcomes across Scotland; notes the issues 
raised in the Finance Committee report on the Draft 
Budget 2015-16 regarding the lack of progress on 
preventative spending, and calls on the Scottish 
Government to respond formally in early course to the 
concerns around preventative spending in that report.‖ 
 
S4M-12034.1 Liam McArthur: Protecting Public 
Services—As an amendment to motion S4M-12034 in 
the name of Keith Brown (Protecting Public Services), 
leave out from ―including an increase‖ to end and insert ―; 
notes the recent concern expressed by health 
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professionals regarding pressure on the NHS, particularly 
accident and emergency services and the lack of 
sufficient resources to ensure parity between the 
treatment of physical and mental ill-health; further notes 
that some NHS boards have still to reach parity through 
the NHS Scotland Resource Allocation Committee 
formula and that Aberdeen and Edinburgh City councils 
are still receiving under the 85% floor for revenue 
allocations; understands that the Scottish Government 
will benefit from additional funding of £238 million through 
to 2015-16 as a result of spending decisions taken by the 
UK Government in the Autumn Statement 2014; notes 
that the Scottish Government’s Fiscal Commission 
Working Group advised it to match the trajectory of UK 
deficit reduction even beyond the 2015 general election; 
further notes the Scottish Government’s continuing 
underspend on day-to-day services, and believes that the 
best platform to achieve a strong economy and a fair 
society best able to deliver high quality public services 
and opportunity for everyone is from an economy 
anchored in the centre ground, with spending and 
borrowing balanced to allow continued movement from 
economic rescue to recovery.‖ 
 

followed by   Business Motions 
 
followed by   Parliamentary Bureau Motions 
 

S4M-11985 Joe FitzPatrick on behalf of the Parliamentary 
Bureau: Approval of SSI—That the Parliament agrees that the 
Public Services Reform (Inspection and Monitoring of Prisons) 
(Scotland) Order 2014 [draft] be approved. 

5.00 pm   Decision Time 
 
followed by   Members’ Business 
 
   Debate on the subject of— 
 
   S4M-11392 Angus MacDonald: The Need for a Direct Ferry 

Service Between Scotland and Scandinavia—That the 
Parliament notes that, following the cessation of the DFDS 
Harwich to Esbjerg service in September 2014, there is no direct 
ferry service between the UK and Scandinavia; understands that 
the historic Newcastle–Stavanger–Bergen service ceased 
operation in 2008, which meant that there was no direct service 
between the UK and Norway; believes that a direct service 
between Scottish and Scandinavian ports would help to increase 
exports from the Falkirk East constituency and other parts of 
Scotland to northern Europe while simultaneously attracting 
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tourists with high disposable incomes, and notes the calls for the 
Scottish Government, the Scotland Office, Scottish 
Development International and interested regional transport 
partnerships to work with port and ferry operators to investigate 
the feasibility of such a project. 

 





 

 

 
Members who would like a printed copy of the Business Bulletin to be forwarded to them should contact 

Document Supply by email (documentsupply@scottish.parliament.uk) or by telephone (x85360) 
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