Cross Party Working Group on Men’s Violence
Against Women & Children
25th April 2012
1. Present/Apologies:
Present:
Keiran Watson, 18 & Under
Rachel Brubaker, Children 1st
Claudia Beamish, MSP
Christine McKelvie, MSP
Sandy Brindley, Rape Crisis Scotland
Lily Greenan, Scottish Women’s Aid
Louise Johnson, Scottish Women’s Aid
Anne Meikle, Stirling Council
Linda Delgado, STUC Women’s Committee
Maureen Wylie, SW and VAW Network
Marsha Scott, West Lothian Council, Engender
Janet Fenton, WILPF UK
Jan Macleod, Women’s Support Project
Jenny Kemp, Zero Tolerance
Apologies:
Ann Hayne
Mhairi McGowan
Jeanette Myles
Francine Orr
Malcolm Chisholm, MSP
Lorna Gallacher, PCHP
May Chamberlain, Relationship Scotland
Lorna Kettles, SWC
Graham Goulden, VRU

2. Minutes of last AGM meeting:
2.1 Apologies from Lily for late sending.
2.2 Presentations from meeting still to be circulated.
2.3 Lily asked for clarity on agreed action re Mhairi’s paper-Jenny clarified group had agreed to
ask the Justice Secretary to come to a future meeting. Christine McKelvie will invite him on
behalf of the group. Agreed to let him know in advance items for discussion, which were
agreed as: Victim and Witnesses Bill, Lord Carloway, issues from Mhairi’s paper, lap
dancing and criminalising demand, and update on plans for UK to sign up to the Council of
Europe convention to end VAW
2.4 Further addition to minute – arrange visit to The Street in Lanarkshire.

3. Welsh Assembly Govt’s plans for VAW Bill – input from Lily:
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Lily attended a conference in Cardiff to talk about what is happening in Scotland, in the context
of the Welsh Govts announcement that they wil be introducing a VAW Bill. Criminal Justice is
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not devolved therefore the focus of the Bill will be on services and prevention. Lily circulated two
briefing papers to group members.
Comments from the group:
 The Bill doesn’t seem to be embedded within a gender inequality framework.
 The idea of a duty is attractive but it depends on definition of VAW being used. Irritating to
see the phrase ‘domestic abuse and VAW’ rather than just VAW.
 It would be good to see outcomes attached as well.
 It would be good to have a strategy signed off by everyone.
Lily advised that some delegates from Wales are looking to come to Scotland to find out more
about progress here on VAW. Lily asked group members if they would be happy to meet with
the Welsh delegates – members indicated that they would be.

4. A.O.B:
4.1 Christine brought up correspondence from ‘All Our Daughters’ who are coming to Scotland
in May. They have been in touch with Christine, Claudia and Malcolm and also Zero
Tolerance. They have said they are looking to focus their campaigning efforts in Scotland.
They are coming along to the ZT day on campaigning. Christine will circulate the email
from them round the group.
4.2 Jenny raised issue of Bill Walker MSP and whether it was something this group wanted to
discuss. Some discussion about whether it was helpful to focus on one particular
perpetrator. Lots of issues for discussion relating to this, including discussions which need
to and are already taking place within political parties.
4.3 Marsha invited members to attend the ‘Inspiring Women’ event in May, looking at CSW
(Convention on Status of Women) issues. There is another event in June on independence
and women.
4.4 Criminalising Demand – Jan gave brief update – this is still with non-executive bills unit.
Looking to put forward a reduced bill. Moving forward slowly. Jan suggested the group
could write to the Justice Secretary saying how legal action is needed in this area – agreed
to put this on the Agenda for the meeting with Justice Secretary and CPWG.
4.5 Trafficking report – event at Parliament on Thursday. Looking at possibility of establishing
a CPWG on trafficking.
4.6 West Lothian are looking to do some work on female offenders within their DASAT.
4.7 Jan – Women’s Support Project had continued funding from VAWF to support national
training on VAW for next 3 years. Want to look at pre-qualification training for education,
health etc. Also working on supporting child and adult protection to embed VAW within this.
Jan circulated info on the web resources which are available. Also received continued
funding for their ‘Challenging Demand’ post. Jan also circulated info from Porcupine (a
group of young people working to challenge pornography). Jan also informed people about
the event they are organising with White Ribbon Scotland called ManTalk and circulated
SCASE info.
4.8 White Ribbon Scotland and Zero Tolerance have co-located.
4.9 May Sharpe has sent Christine a briefing paper on challenging pornography – Christine will
circulate the paper round the group members.
4.10 Reminder to people to confirm happy to be on an open email list.

5. Date of next meeting:
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Wednesday 27th June 5.30pm

2/2

