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Meeting of the Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament 
on End of Life Choices 

 

Wednesday 13th November 2019 
at 6 pm 

Committee Room 4 
Scottish Parliament Headquarters 

Holyrood, Edinburgh EH99 1SP 
 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

 
1 Welcome, introductions and apologies 

 
2 AGM and summary of work 

 
3 Election of Office Bearers  

 

4 Minute of 10th September 2019 meeting 
 

5    Matters arising from previous meeting 
 
6.    Presentations and discussion:  

 

Dr. Ellen Wiebe will visit from Canada where assisted dying has been 
legalised since 2016. Ellen is a Clinical Professor in the Department of Family 
Practice at the University of British Columbia. After 30 years in family practice 
she now works only in women’s health and assisted dying. Ellen was a 
founding member of the Canadian Association of MAiD Assessors and 
Providers (CAMAP) and is on the Clinician Advisory Counsel of Dying with 
Dignity Canada. She provides assisted dying, teaches others to provide and 
has published five research studies on medical assistance in dying in 
Canada. Her expertise will be immensely valuable in assisting the Cross Party 
Group in developing policy in this area, and we hope to be provided with 
lessons learned as to how we can best improve and increase end of life 
choices in Scotland. 

Professor Ben Colburn: Ben is professor of political philosophy at the 
University of Glasgow. His main research interests are in political philosophy 
and ethics, with a particular interest in the nature and value of autonomy and its 
importance in liberal political philosophy. He is currently writing on various 
topics in this area, including the nature of responsibility and its role in 
distributive justice.  

Ben has a further interest in exploring how foundational philosophical ideas (like 
autonomy and responsibility) can be put to use in policy and practice. He has a 
number of ongoing collaborative research projects along these lines, including 
work on palliative and geriatric care. 
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Presentations will be followed by an opportunity for group discussion. 

 
 
 

5.    Any other competent business 
 

6.    Date of next meeting 
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