
Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament on 

 The Armed Forces and Veterans Community  

Notes from a meeting 16 and 23 September 2020 

18:00hrs by Microsoft Teams 

1. Introductions and Opening Remarks     Convenor  

a. The meeting was attended by the following MSP’s: Maurice Corry, Jackie 
Baillie, Michelle Ballantyne, Bill Bowman and Edward Mountain and by 57 
non-MSP members.  
 

b. Apologies received from Gordon Lindhurst MSP. 

c. Minutes of previous meeting:   It had been agreed that the minutes of the 
previous meeting, 4 Jun 20 & 8 July 20, which had been circulated, were an 
accurate summary of the meetings. There were no matters arising that 
would not be considered as part of the main agenda.   
 

2. The Convenor thanked everyone for attending, in particular he highlighted the 
work that was being done during the pandemic. He noted that responsibility for the 
Unforgotten Forces Consortium was now with Age Scotland, and he recognised 
the work that Poppyscotland had done in setting the consortium up. In his 
introduction the Convenor reminded those attending that the meeting was also the 
AGM of the CPG, and that it would be spread over 2 evenings in order to enable 
greater discussion in the online format.    
 

3. AGM:  It was proposed that Maurice Corry retain the role of Convenor and that 
Jackie Baillie retains the Deputy Convenor role, with Willie Rennie, Richard Lyle 
and Bill Bowman remain as vice convenors; these proposals were accepted. It 
was further proposed that Jim Wilson (Veterans Scotland) retain the role of 
Secretary and Treasurer) which was also accepted.       
 

4. Impact of Covid on Charities:   The experience of several charities was 
discussed and it was concluded that Covid had the effect on charities of 
accelerating a process that was happening anyway; there is now an increased 
need for collaboration, of working together and greater possibility of charities 
looking to merge with others or to share some core activities. In addition, social 
isolation and loneliness appeared to be increasing and members shared their 
experiences on how to maintain connections with those who are socially isolated 
during periods of lockdown. The consensus among those present was that the 
pandemic was causing organisations to focus their efforts on the essential tasks 
they must carry out and to reduce the efforts made on optional ones.  
 

5. Covenant into Legislation:   There was some discussion around the UK 
Government’s proposal to enshrine the Armed Forces Covenant in legislation. 
This was to be a major item for discussion at the Covenant in the Community 



Conference due to take place on 14 Oct to which many members of the Cross 
Party Group had been invited.           
 

6. Future Meetings:   There was some discussion on topics for future meetings, and 
it was agreed that it would be useful to have updates and discussion on the 
following:  
 

• The Covenant into Legislation,   

• A Strategy for Our Veterans 

• Health 

• Employment 

• Housing  
 

It was agreed that the Forces in Mind Trust’s report ‘Our Community – Our 
Covenant’ should be shared with the group.  
 

7.      Dates of Future Meetings:   It was proposed that there are 2 further meetings   
Prior to the Scottish Election in May 2021; it was agreed that these should take 
place in January and March.  
 


