
Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament on 

 The Armed Forces and Veterans Community  

Notes from a meeting 19 January 2021 

18:00hrs by Microsoft Teams 

1. Introductions and Opening Remarks     Convenor  

2. Attendance:   The meeting was attended by the following MSP’s: Bill Bowman, 

Michelle Ballantyne, Maurice Corry, Jamie Greene, Gordon Macdonald, and 

Edward Mountain and by 57 non-MSP members.   Apologies had been received 

from:  Jackie Baillie, Gordon Lindhurst and Alexander Stewart.  

 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting:   It was agreed that the minutes of the previous 

meeting, 16th and 23rd September 2020, which had been circulated, were an 

accurate summary of the meetings. There were no matters arising that would not 

be considered as part of the main agenda.   

 
4. Transition:   The Scottish Veterans Commissioner summarised the findings in his 

report ‘Positive Futures – Getting Transition Right in Scotland’ and highlighted the 
importance of preparation for transition, in particular relating to Employment, Skills 
and Learning. There followed some discussion on what the Community could do 
to smooth the Transition process. It was recognised that by appreciating and 
understanding some of the obstacles that can be faced by those leaving the 
Services, the local community will go a significant way to enabling this.  
 

Doug Mackay, from the University of Edinburgh, informed the Group about a study 
they are carrying out, funded by the Forces in Mind Trust. They are working in 
collaboration with Edinburgh Napier University, and looking at Transition.      
 

5. Health:   Dr Lucy Abrahams provided an update on the work of the Scottish 
Veterans Care Network (SVCN) which is a collaborative body seeking to improve 
health outcomes for veterans and their families across Scotland. The SVCN is 
looking at Mental Health outcomes and what may be done to deliver on these in 
the first instance; subsequent work will seek to consider Physical Health 
outcomes.   
 
The Convenor then invited Bob Reid, from the Defence Medical Welfare Service, 
to discuss work that is being carried out at The Vale of Leven Hospital where they 
have been working closely with the hospital, NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde, 
and Social Care providers to develop improved outcomes for members of the 
Armed Forces and Veterans Community in the hospital.      

 
6. The Convenor then invited those attending to give brief updates on their areas of 

work, and how they had adapted to the pandemic. The consensus was that 
organisations had adapted their services to suit the changed conditions. Most 
were concerned about the ongoing restrictions that are in place, however lessons 



had been identified and closer co-operation and collaborations was paying 
dividends and had enabled organisations to find wider partnerships. Funding was 
a concern, and it was felt that typically organisations were experiencing around a 
25% reduction in publicly donated income, although this varied across 
organisations.   
 

7. AOB:   Mark Collins, CEO of Poppyscotland, presented the Poppyscotland 
Manifesto, in advance of the Scottish parliamentary election. This is the first time 
that a manifesto has been provided in Scotland, although, he explained, that it is 
the practice for manifestos to be provided elsewhere in the UK. Details of the 
manifesto were noted.     
 

The Convenor congratulated Beverly Bergan, Andy Middlemiss and Karen Elliot 
on being recognised for their Service in The Queen’s New Year’s Honours List. 
The Group was unanimous   

   
8. Dates of Future Meetings:   The final meeting, prior to the Scottish Election in 

May 2021, will take place on Wed 17th March. It was agreed to provide an 
opportunity to consider the range of topics that have been discussed at the Cross 
Party Group over the course of this Parliament.  
 


