
Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament on 

 The Armed Forces and Veterans Community  

Notes from a meeting 17 March 2021 

18:45hrs by Microsoft Teams 

1. Introductions and Opening Remarks     Convenor  

2. Attendance:   The meeting was attended by the following MSP’s: Jackie Baillie, 

Bill Bowman, Maurice Corry, Christine Graham, Gordon MacDonald, Fulton 

MacGregor, Edward Mountain and Kevin Stewart; and by 41 non-MSP members.   

Apologies had been received from:  Rachel Hamilton MSP.  

 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting:   It was agreed that the minutes of the previous 

meeting, 19th January 2021, which had been circulated, were an accurate 

summary of the meetings. There were no matters arising that would not be 

considered as part of the main agenda.   

 
4. Introductions:   The Secretary invited all those attending to introduce 

themselves, and invited any further business that members wished to be 
discussed. The Secretary highlighted the two main topics for consideration during 
the evening; and informed the group that two matters had been raised by MSP’s 
that would be discussed as AOB later on, there were no further matters raised.   
 

5. Examples of Support for Veterans in Israel:  The Convenor welcomed Sharon 
Bar-li, Israel’s Deputy Ambassador to the UK, and Edan Kleiman, Chair of Beit 
Halochem who are speaking about how support to veterans works in Israel. He 
then invited Sharon Bar-li to present and to introduce Edan Kleiman. Sharon 
informed the Group that Israel supports veterans through the Zahal Disabled 
Veterans Organisation and through Beit Halochem Centres. Israel is proud of the 
support that is provided, in particular that which is provided for those that are 
wounded. She then introduced Edan, as Chair of Beit Halochem, but also as a 
former soldier who had been seriously wounded whilst on operations in Israel.  
 

Edan thanks Sharon for the introduction and explained that, as English was not 
his first language, he had invited a colleague to be present with him. He explained 
some of the history of Israel and described the legal status of those who had been 
injured whilst serving their country on operations. This is based on the Law of 
Remuneration and Rehabilitation of War Disabled. Israel recognises three causes 
of disability:  Those that are born with disabilities;  Those that become disabled as 
a result of accidents, including road accidents;  and Those that are disabled 
through conflict. Israel seeks to ensure the best quality of life relative to their 
respective situation.  
 
Beit Halochem provide a single point of contact for 95% of Israel’s 56,000 War 
Disabled; some 75% of disabled veterans are working, this plays an important part 
in their quality of life. An underlying principle of the organisation is to ensure that 



the needs of both the family and the individual are met. Edan provided a 
Powerpoint presentation, which is attached in PDF form.  
 
There followed an opportunity to ask questions and to discuss Beit Halochem, and 
how it might be replicated in Scotland either in part or in full. It was noted that 
different ages of veteran have different calls on services, in addition to medical 
support. The care and support provided, as well as a clear sense of belonging, 
contribute to the very low suicide rates among Israeli veterans with disabilities.  
 
It was recognised that the hardest injuries to manage and rehabilitate from are 
those causing brain injury and blindness. There was further conversation about 
how to inform school pupils about Service – this is not really a requirement in 
Israel as all are liable for National Service. There was further discussion on 
collaboration between those supporting veterans.  
 
Following the discussions and questions, the Convenor thanked Edan and Sharon 
for their contributions and reflected on how important and valuable it is to gain an 
insight into how veterans are supported in Israel. He noted the consensus around 
the meeting that Edan’s presentation provided a fascinating insight, and one from 
which we should draw lessons.       
        

6. Summary of Activity Sep 2016 – Mar 2021:   The Secretary provided a synopsis 
of the topics that the Cross Party Group have considered since it was convened in 
September 2016. These are recorded on the Scottish Parliament website,  

  
7. AOB:   It was agreed that the two matters that were raised by Fulton MacGregor 

and by Murdo Fraser should be taken forward out of committee with the 
appropriate department.  

   
8. Dates of Future Meetings:   This is the final meeting, prior to the Scottish 

Election in May 2021. It was agreed that it would be of benefit to continue and 
develop the work of the Cross Party Group on the Armed Forces and Veterans 
Community once the new parliament is established following the election.  
 

The Convenor thanked his Deputy and Co-Convenors, and all those who had 
attended and contributed to the meetings since Sep 2016. He recognised that 
progress was being made, in particular in the areas of Transition and in 
understanding of the Health, Housing, Employment and Education requirements 
of those from the Armed Forces and Veterans Community.   
 

The meeting ended at approximately 9:15pm.  
 


