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ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES 

 
In attendance: 
 
Richard Lyle MSP (Co-Convener) 
Johann Lamont MSP 
Fulton MacGregor MSP  
Alex Rowley MSP 
David Beamer (Secretary) 
John Williamson  
Andrew Brown 
James Morris 
Gerard Boyle 
 
 

Paul Cuthell 
Sandy Sullivan 
James Blackburn 
Rose Jackson 
John Halliday 
Gordon Swan 
Ruth Mendel 
Morgan Harris 
 

Item 1:  Apologies 
 
Jeremy Balfour MSP (Co-Convener) 
Miles Briggs MSP  
Stuart McMillan MSP  
Willie Coffey MSP 
Alex Cole-Hamilton MSP 
Alexander Sullivan 
Patrick McGinley 
Erik Cramb 
 
 

Nigel Lymn Rose 
Ann McMurray 
Stewart Wilson 
Mark Hazelwood 
Rebecca Paterson 
Maureen Gardner 
John Birrell  
 

Item 2:  Approval of the minutes from the last meeting 
 
The minutes of the last meeting were approved. 
 
 
Item 3:  Election of Officers 
 
The following Officers were elected: 
 
 Richard Lyle MSP (Co-Convener) 
 Jeremy Balfour MSP (Co-Convener) 
 David Beamer (Secretary) 

 
The Group thanked Fulton MacGregor for his work as co-Convener of the Group. 
 
 



Item 4:  Group membership 
 
The Group discussed the current non-MSP membership and it was agreed to add the Scottish 
Working Group on Funeral Poverty to the non-MSP membership list.  Jon Levett was to be 
invited to join the Group to replace James Sandy. 
 
 
Item 5:  Update 
 
All items were to be discussed in the agenda. 
 
 
Item 6:  Speech: Ruth Mendel, CAS – Local Authority burial and cremation charges 
 
Ruth Mendel delivered a presentation (see attached PowerPoint presentation) on the work of 
Citizens Advice Scotland (CAS) and its research on local authority burial and cremation charges. 
 
Ruth highlighted the following data for burial charges in 2016-2017: 
 

• Average cost of local authority burial charges in 2017 is £1,428 
• Average increase of 5.5% 
• Most expensive – Edinburgh - £2,340 
• Least expensive – Western Isles - £705 

 
On Cremation charges in 2016-2017, CAS found: 
 

• Average cost of cremation charges - £738 
• Roughly 50% cheaper than a burial 
• Average increase - 3% 
• Some local authorities froze their charges – Falkirk, Perth and Kinross and South 

Lanarkshire 
• Craigton, Glasgow cut their charges 

 
On changes between 2014 and 2017, CAS found: 
 

• Average increase for burial charges was 27% 
• Average increase for cremation charges was 17% 

 
 
A discussion was then held on the contents of the presentation.  Johann Lamont MSP asked if 
CAS had examined if local authorities were raising funds from their cremation and burial charges 
in order to fund other spending.  Ruth Mendel stated that CAS had not looked at this 
specifically. 
 
John Williamson provided examples of how local authorities were introducing charges that were 
in addition to their normal burial and cremation charges. 
 



Richard Lyle asked for a letter to the Cabinet Secretary to be drafted and reviewed at the next 
meeting of the Group to contain issues raised at this meeting.   
 
 
Item 7: Funeral Poverty / Funeral Affordability (including Local Authority charges)  
 
 
A discussion was held on the current social fund funeral payment.  Gordon Swan stated that 
responses to the Funeral Expense Assistance consultation demonstrated the high level of 
agreement that the current £700 cap on other expenses was totally inadequate. 
 
Richard Lyle asked members of the Group to provide him and the Secretary with any ideas they 
had on alternative models, including examples from other countries, which could be introduced 
due to the inadequacy of the £700 cap. 
 
Ruth Mendel agreed to provide the contact details to the Secretary for an official in the Scottish 
Government who is examining Funeral Bonds. 
 
 
Item 8:  The Burial and Cremation (Scotland) Act and its implementation  
 
The Group discussed the work of the Inspector of Funeral Directors and the expectation that the 
Inspector would present her recommendations on the future regulation of Funeral Directors by 
the end of the year.   
 
The Group stated that they hoped to review her recommendations at the next meeting of the 
Group in 2019. 
 
 
Item 9:  Future Speakers 
 
After correspondence with the Cabinet Secretary regarding local authority charges, it was 
agreed to seek representatives from local authorities to attend a future meeting of the Group. 
 
When ideas had been collated on alternatives ways to fund funerals, it was agreed to invite a 
representative from the Scottish Government to discuss funeral bonds. 
 
 
Item 10: Date of future meetings 
 
To be confirmed. 
 
 
Item 11: AOB 
 
No items. 


