
 

 

CROSS PARTY GROUP IN THE SCOTTISH 
PARLIAMENT ON CONSTRUCTION 

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT, 
 

EDINBURGH, EH99 1SP 
 

3.00pm Friday 12th March 2021 Virtual Meeting 
via Zoom 

Meeting Notes 
 

1. Welcome and apologies. 
 
Monica Lennon (ML) welcomed everyone to the final meeting of the Cross-Party Group 
(CPG) on Construction during this Parliamentary term. ML thanked her colleague Kirsty-
Louise Hunt (KLH) and the CPG’s Secretary, Gordon Nelson (GN) for planning and 
organising today’s meeting. ML confirmed that she is now Scottish Labour’s shadow Cabinet 
Secretary for Economy and Fair Work and hoped to be continuing working with this CPG 
after the elections on Thursday 6th May. 
 
ML confirmed that today’s meeting will focus on Skills and Workforce. ML made the following 
points. 

• That the Covid-19 pandemic continues to fundamentally affect the construction 
industry in Scotland. As has been the case since the new year, construction activity 
is permitted to continue across Scotland. However, in mainland Scotland and some 
islands, tradespeople can only go into a house to carry out or deliver essential work 
or services. These current restrictions on non-essential construction works are not 
set to change until the week beginning 26th of April. This means that by the end of 
April, amongst others, thousands of local builders, plumbers, and electricians across 
Scotland, will have had their business operations severely disrupted by the 
restrictions for just shy of four months. 
 

• During the pandemic, the sector still managed to recruit 70% of the previous year’s 
apprentices, according to data published by the Construction Industry Training Board 
(CITB). Of course, beyond this positive headline, ML is aware that certain individual 
apprentice frameworks within the overall construction and related occupational 
groupings, will have experienced more than a 30% drop in apprentice recruitment 
compared to last year. 
 

• In February, Skills Development Scotland published the Modern Apprenticeship 
Statistics up to the end of quarter 3, 2020/21, which confirmed that the overall 
number of Modern Apprenticeship starts (across all occupation groupings) is around 
50% lower than 2019/20. Ongoing and enhanced business support for the 
construction industry from the UK and Scottish Governments, is needed to help build 
a sustainable recovery for what is a key industry across economic, social, and 
environmental measures. 
 



 

 

2. Matters arising.  
 
The notes of the previous meeting held on 20th November 2020 were approved. Proposed 
by Willie Crowe, seconded by: Barri Millar.  
 

3. ‘The construction pathway apprenticeship programme ‘Cross sectoral collaboration 
in Challenging Times.’ 
 
ML thanked and welcomed our two guest presenters: 
 
• Jim Brown (JB): Director, Energy Skills Partnership (ESP). The ESP is a collaboration of 
Scotland’s colleges and industry partners established to increase Scotland’s capability and 
capacity to deliver the right skills for the energy, engineering, and construction sectors to 
meet industry demand and promoting STEM careers through a national coordination role for 
colleges. Jim is a member of several industry and government groups (including agencies) 
across Energy, Engineering, Constructional and STEM. 

• Ian Rogers (IR) who Chaired the recent Scottish Construction Apprentice Task Force. Ian 
is also Chair of the CITB’s Construction Skills Network, Director of SPADAC (Scottish 
Painting and Decorating Apprenticeship Council), Director-of SCORE (Scottish Construction 
Operative Registration Executive) and Ian also finds time to be the Chairman of the Scottish 
Decorators Federation. 
 
IR outlined the context for the establishment of the construction pathway apprenticeship 
programme: the impact of the pandemic. A pan-industry approach was needed to stimulate 
applications from young people to join the industry, as industry needs a pipeline of talent to 
train in the years following the impact of Covid-19. CITB, Skills Development Scotland, the 
Scottish Government and key industry federations came together to develop a solution. Jim 
Brown of the Energy Skills Partnership (ESP) was instrumental in engaging with colleges. IR 
publicly thanked JB for his hard and excellent work on the group. 
 
JB explained that the purpose was to generate a cohort of school leavers who would attain 
basic skills before entering the construction industry. JB share a slide promoting the 
programme and noted how effectively industry, colleges, the CITB and the Scottish 
Government pulled together. There is an online pre-entry aptitude test, and the pathway 
programme will count for up to three months of the Modern Apprenticeship qualification. 
Currently Dundee and Angus and South Lanarkshire are the two colleges involved. Other 
colleges were keen to run the programme, but they had their own challenges. 
 
The programme will be evaluated in June 2021, currently industry is keen for it to continue, 
although we will need to attract more colleges to deliver the pathway apprenticeships. JB 
thanked the CITB for providing a fund to support the travel expenses of learners. 
 
ML thanked IR & JB and invited questions. John Kane (JK) asked about green skills, Chris 
Pateman (CP) asked about the aptitude test. Lauren Pennycook (LP) from the CITB noted 
that on 15/3/21, the CITB will be publishing the report ‘Building Skills for Net Zero’  including 
a summary for Scotland. 
 
Alexander Burnett (AB) MSP noted that Covid weariness may be impacting the industry and 
that we must reinforce the messages of compliance with Covid safe working practices to 
help suppress the virus. 
 
There was discussion and points from Iain McCaskey of the BESA on a qualification 
delivered by Glasgow Kelvin College. Cross-boundary apprenticeships (JK), placing 

https://www.citb.co.uk/about-citb/construction-industry-research-reports/search-our-construction-industry-research-reports/


 

 

apprentices with other employers to help them experience and evidence work (Fiona 
Hodgson of SNIPEF). 
 
IR noted a positive comment he heard made from a senior leader at a multinational firm that 
Scottish apprentices “are the best in the world.” 
 
4. Any other business 
 
ML noted that Skills Development Scotland published the Climate Emergency Skills Action 
Plan in December. ML is eager to invite a Minister to attend one of our first meetings in the 
new Parliament. 
 
Stevie Dillon raised concerns about the impact of IR35 on the industry and bogus self-
employment and was keen for the CPG to monitor this. 
 
GN noted that there is discussion to invite the Chair and the CEO of the CITB to a meeting in 
late May or early June. GN will liaise with the Treasurer and the Convener of the CPG, 
following the Scottish Parliamentary elections. 
 
5. Date of Next Meeting 
 
ML noted that the Scottish Parliament’s Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments 
Committee have confirmed to the Secretary GN, that all CPGs will cease to exist at midnight 
on 24 March 2021. ML added that there will be a bright future for the Cross-Party Group on 
Construction, whatever the outcome of the elections on 6 May. GN will action the  
re-registration of the CPG after the election. 
 
We hope to meet in late May or early June, but we will confirm details via email nearer the 
time.  
 
ML thanked everyone for their attendance today, and for their insights and contributions 
either as members, presenters or as attendees at the CPG meetings we have held either 
virtually since last year, or in the Scottish Parliament building since 2016. 
 
ML closed the meeting. 
 

 
List of attendees at the virtual meeting on 12th March 2021. 
 
MSP attendees: Monica Lennon MSP, Alexander Burnett MSP  
Non-MSP attendees  
 

Forename Surname Company/Representing CPG Members Noted 

Jim Brown ESP Speaker 

William Crowe Institution of Structural Engineers CPG Member 

Stephen Dillon Unite the Union CPG Member 

Gordon Nelson FMB & CPG Secretary CPG Member 

Ian  Rogers Scottish Decorators Federation CPG Member and Speaker 

Iain McCaskey Building Engineering Services 
Association 

CPG Member 

John Kane 
 

 

Stephen Good Construction Scotland Innovation 
Centre 

CPG Member 



 

 

Chris  Pateman EPIC CPG Member 

Janice Steel   

Stuart  Tennant University of the West of 
Scotland 

 

Elaine Ellis Skills Development Scotland  

Kirsty Louise-
Hunt 

Monica Lennon MSP CPG Convener’s office 

Barri Millar Church of Scotland CPG Member – joined on 
20/11/20 

Neil Page Church of Scotland CPG Member 

Anne Marie-
Waugh 

Glass and Glazing Federation CPG Member 

Karyn Crowe   

Asim Afzal Band K  

Elliot Robertson Robertson Construction  

Fiona Hodgson SNIPEF CPG Member 

Stephanie Lowe SNIPEF  

Allen Gordon Association for Consultancy & 
Engineering 

CPG Member 

Karyn Crowe   

Ross Taylor Wright, Johnston & Mackenzie 
LLP 

 

Anne   Galbraith SECTT CPG Member 

David Barnes CIOB CPG Member 

 
 
Apologies received from: 
 
Steven Slessor, Galliford Try. Karis Thain, Association for Consultancy & Engineering. 
Stephen Young. Brett Amphlett, Builders Merchant Federation. Peter Reekie, Scottish 
Futures Trust. Hannah Smith, Institution of Civil Engineers. Grahame Barn (CPG Treasurer) 
and CECA Scotland. 
  

 
Secretary: Gordon Nelson 
 
Federation of Master Builders Scotland, 5 New Mart Place, Edinburgh, EH14 1RW 
Tel : 0131 442 8834 Email : gordonnelson@fmb.org.uk 
 
Treasurer: Grahame Barn 
 
CECA Scotland, Enterprise House, Springkerse Business Park, STIRLING, FK7 7UF. 
Tel: 01786 430007 Email : Grahame@cecascotland.co.uk 
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