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Minute of the meeting of the Cross-Party Group 
in the Scottish Parliament on End of Life Choices 

 
Tuesday 27th November 2018 at 6 pm 

Committee Room 3, Scottish Parliament  
 

Attendance  
 
Patrick Harvie MSP (chair) (PH) 
Michelle Ballantyne MSP (MB) 
Liam McArthur MSP (LM)  
 
Fraser Hamilton, Kieron McCabe, Gordon Drummond, Joan Cook, Jessie Reid, Hugh Wynne, Scott 
Mckenna, Heather Williams, Harry McQuillian, Tom Mckay, Gareth Morgan, Sheri Mila Gierson, 
Douglas Hall, Alan Mckinney, Moira Mather, Catherine Owen, Marcos Neves 
 
1. Welcome, introductions and apologies 

 Patrick Harvie took the chair due to the Convenor being held up and welcomed everyone to the 
meeting and apologies were noted.  

2. 

 

 

AGM and Summary of Work  

PH gave a summary of the groups work over the last year, in November 17 we heard from 
Adrian Ward on Advance Directives and his work for the Council of Europe and how this tied in 
with the Scottish Governments Consultation on the Adults with Incapacity Act.  We also head 
from Amanda Ward Secretary to the CPG on her visit to America and the lessons that can be 
learned from Oregon and California. In April We heard from Aly Thompson of Dignity in Dying 
on their True Cost Report which highlighted the impact of the UK outsourcing assisted dying to 
Switzerland. In September we heard from Mark Hazelwood about Palliative Care in Scotland 
and from Dr Lonny Shavelson about his experiences of practising Medical Aid in Dying in 
California.  

 

Catherine Owen commented on the high quality of the presentation that had been provided by 
all speakers.  

3. 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  

 

5. 

Election of Office Bearers  
 

Convenor G Adam MSP nominated by P Harvie MSP and seconded by Michelle Ballantyne 
MSP 
Vice-Convenor J Carlaw MSP nominated by P Harvie MSP and seconded by Michelle 
Ballantyne MSP 
Secretary A Ward nominated by P Harvie MSP and seconded by Michelle Ballantyne MSP 
 
 
Approval of Minutes from 4th September 2018 

Minutes agreed with slight amendments  

Rev Scott Mckenna - Presentation  



 

Proposed Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament on End of Life Choices 
Secretariat:  Amanda Ward, office for George Adam MSP 

Contact: Amanda Ward 
Tel: 07889207425 Email: amanda.ward@parliament.scot 

 

 

 

   

Rev Scott Mckenna explained that he had initially got involved in the Assisted Dying debate in 
2009 after the Church of Scotland had produced a report which he felt contained 
inconsistencies and employed some dubious arguments: 

- The bible doesn’t say that suicide is a sin, comes from St Augustine and is in the context 
of martyrs, Scott states that no one believe that this who want an assisted death are 
looking to be martyrs  

- From a Church of Scotland position sanctity of life which is an argument against 
assisted dying is not something which is absolute (accepts abortion in some 
circumstances, and accepts the idea of just warfare (is involved in the blessing of 
nuclear submarines)) 

- That we shouldn’t intervene as its God’s Will, reality is that all medicine is an 
intervention and as such we are intervening all the time, why should this intervention to 
relieve suffering be any different  

- Finds it somewhat ironic that the church opposes assisted dying given that it believes in 
life after death and that a noble death can be seen as the ultimate expression of a belief 
in god  

- Evidence from the state of Oregon is ignored  

• Scott highlighted that the crucial thing in this area is that the Church are not of one view, 
he says in any human community there is a spectrum of views and the General 
Assembly does not always express the width of breadth of views.  He believes that the 
campaign for Assisted Dying needs to acknowledge that the church has a spectrum of 
views on this and that the hierarchies in church don’t always represent the full breadth of 
views. 

• Scott spoke about the Catholic Theologian Hans Kuhn who has been supportive of 
assisted dying since the 1990 after he watched his brother die a horrendous death and 
as a theologian he asks if this is the kind of death God wants and the only answer to that 
can be no. From a church perspective people being involved in seeing death can often 
see them change their perspective.  Lord Carey is now supportive of Assisted Dying as 
is the Archbishop Desmond Tutu who supports the opportunity of choice.  ‘Just as I have 
argued firmly for justice and fairness in life I believe that terminally ill should be treated 
with the same compassion and fairness in terms of their death’. In refusing dying people 
the right to die with dignity we have failed to demonstrate the compassion that lies at the 
heart of Christian values’  

• Kuhn asked is this the kind of death that god wants, and Kuhn says we are co-creators 
of god and he has given us rational discernment and we should use that and take 
responsibility for that, Kuhn talks about the practical impact of stopping artificial feeding 
or giving an overdose of morphine  in that the end result is the same, but which result is 
more compassionate. For Kuhn and for me and for many others the central issue about 
dignity is about choice, for Scott the lack of choice is the central issue in this debate, he 
believes we ought to have the right to choose and this is natural as we move from a 
paternalistic society.   

• Kuhn ‘no advocate of a more active assisted death thinks that the person becomes non-
human or no longer human as a result of sickness on the contrary because man 
remains human he has the right to die with human dignity a right which may be denied 
him if he is reliant on medical apparatus and medicines.  It’s about recognising humanity 
to the very end.’  

• Scott says that Kuhn reminds us of how not that long ago the Church believed the use of 
artificial birth control was wrong as this was up to god, today the reverse is true in that it 
has been acknowledged that god has placed the creation of life under humanities 
control, likewise Kuhn believes that god has placed the circumstances of our death 
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under humanities control  

• Scott looked at some of the concerns raised by opponents of Assisted Dying namely 
that greedy relatives will force elderly parents/grandparents to die early, he says 
evidence from abroad does not back this up and neither does his experience in a 
pastoral role which is that relatives want to hold onto loved ones as long as possible.  
He also challenged the idea that the introduction of Assisted Dying would lead to us 
devaluing human life, again he pointed out this was not seen in places where Assisted 
dying was legal.  

Group discussion followed and included the following points: 

• Of people who are actively religious to what extent are theological arguments relevant 
compared to gut instinct, Scott feels theology is always a secondary response for 
individuals whereas theology is more important to the institutions  

• Question was asked about the spectrum of views within religious groups and whether 
positions were shifting and what the direction of travel was, Scott says his impression is 
that people are generally sympathetic but that’s not scientific  

• Point was made that if medical interventions to extend and continue life is legal it should 
be equally legal to allow Assisted Dying 

• Question was asked what right do other people have to impose their moral view on 
others, Scott made the point it’s not the Church that are stopping Assisted Dying it is 
Parliament  

• The General Assembly have debated assisted dying from time to time is it likely to 
debate it again, Scott wasn’t sure about this, but he thinks if it does the best we can 
hope for would be a report which recognises the spectrum of opinion within the Church  

• Question about language was raised would talking about Medical Aid in Dying rather 
than assisted suicide make a difference, the term assisted suicide was chosen by Margo 
as she wanted to make it clear that it was the individual who was making the choice, but 
suicide is a loaded word and can trigger things which aren’t connected to the debate.  
Joan Cook gave the example of how when they changed the language in the Unitarian 
Churches motion from Assisted Suicide to Assisted Dying it changed people’s 
perspective and the motion was successfully passed  

 

    

  
  

4. Any other competent business  

 
   
5 Date of next meeting 12th March 2019, 6-8 pm in CR5. 

 


