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ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
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Item 2:
Presentation: Officials on behalf of Joe FitzPatrick MSP (Minister for Public
Health, Sport and Wellbeing)
Officials representing Joe FitzPatrick MSP were in attendance as the Minister sent his apologies
as he was unable to attend.
Derek Grieve (Interim Head of Health Protection Scotland) and Cheryl Paris (Burial and
Cremation Team Policy Manager) from the Scottish Government addressed the Group on the
licensing of funeral directors, the recruitment of an Inspector of Funeral Directors and the
Scottish Government’s response to the consultation on the Statutory Code of Practice.
Cheryl Paris stated that the Scottish Government had received over 80 responses to the
consultation on the draft Code of Practice. On licensing, Ms Paris outlined how the Scottish
Government was unable to provide a timetable but they were undertaking scoping work. Derek
Grieve stated that this would take months rather than a year to complete. Ms Paris stated that
licensing would be evidenced based and that the Scottish Government were working closely

with the CMA. On whether the CMA’s work will overlap with the work of the Scottish
Government, Mr Grieve recognised the potential for overlap but was unable to discuss in
greater detail due to the pre-General Election purdah protocol.
Ms Paris stated that her team should be contacted if there were any issues that funeral directors
wished to raise in the same way that they would have done when Natalie McKail was in post.
The following email address should be used: InspectorofFuneralDirectors@gov.scot . No further
information could be provided on when the new Inspector would be appointed.
Mr Grieve welcomed the approach taken by the funeral sector in engaging with his team and
participating on working groups. He stated that work on secondary legislation was progressing
well.
Item 3:

Approval of the minutes from the last meeting

Paul Cuthell requested a revision to Item 4 of the last meeting minutes. The Secretary agreed to
correspond with Mr Cuthell following the meeting to confirm the correct wording. The
remaining minutes of the last meeting were approved.
Item 4:

Election of Officers

The following Officers were elected:
 Richard Lyle MSP (Co-Convener)
 Jeremy Balfour MSP (Co-Convener)
 David Beamer (Secretary)
Non-MSP members of the Group thanked the Co-Conveners for their work and support for the
Group.
Item 5:

Group Membership

In addition to the Co-Conveners, the following MSPs were recorded as Members of the Group:







Colin Beattie (Scottish National Party)
Miles Briggs (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party)
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Scottish Liberal Democrats)
Johann Lamont (Scottish Labour)
Fulton MacGregor MSP (Scottish National Party)
Alex Rowley (Scottish Labour)

The Group was notified by the Secretary that Stuart McMillan MSP no longer wished to remain a
member of the Group. The Group recognised his previous work as a co-Convener and thanked
him for his support for the work of the Group. It was also recorded that John Birrell had also
decided to leave the Group as a non-MSP member.

Item 6:

Update

All items were to be covered in the agenda items.
Item 7:

Funeral Support Payment

A discussion was held on the Funeral Support Payment that was introduced in September.
Jeremy Balfour MSP requested that members of the Group provide any feedback / relay any
issues to the co-Conveners to address. James Blackburn confirmed that the application process
was easier than the social fund application form.
Item 8:

The Burial and Cremation (Scotland) Act and its implementation

The Group discussed the new Cremation Application Form (form A1). James Blackburn
highlighted different approaches taken by cremation authorities including whether they would
accept forms completed by funeral directors on behalf of their client.
The Group discussed the position of the Inspector of Crematoria and the view that common
sense should prevail. Jeremy Balfour MSP asked for Group members to alert him to any issues
and he would be happy to seek to convene a meeting with COSLA and other relevant civil
servants if issues were not resolved.
Item 9:

Infant Funerals

A discussion was held on the workings of the Funeral Support Payment and the Scottish
Government’s position on support for a still born baby and babies that died before 24 weeks of
pregnancy.
James Blackburn discussed the choices faced by bereaved parents and how funeral directors
were supporting them. He outlined how there had been an increase in the number of infant
funerals and the different approaches taken in England and Wales compared to Scotland on the
financial support offered for infant funerals. The work of SANDS and the support the charity
offers was highlighted. Jeremy Balfour MSP stated that Aileen Campbell MSP could address the
Group’s concerns when she attends a future meeting of the Group. The Secretary agreed to
liaise with her private office.
Item 10:

Future Speakers

It was agreed to invite Aileen Campbell MSP to a future meeting of the Group to discuss
financial support for bereaved people on qualifying benefits and alternative models that exist to
pay for funerals; and infant funerals support.

Item 11:

Date of future meetings

The Group agreed to meet three times in 2020. The Secretary was asked to arrange the
meetings and alert Group members of the dates.
Item 12:
None.
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