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Room TG24 
 

INAUGURAL MEETING MINUTES 
 
In attendance: 
 
Fulton MacGregor MSP 
Miles Briggs MSP 
Alex Rowley MSP 
Stuart McMillan MSP  
John Birrell  
 
 

Paul Cuthell 
James Blackburn 
Nigel Lymn Rose 
Mark Binnersley 
David Beamer (Secretary) 
 

Item 1:  Apologies 
 
Willie Coffey MSP 
Mandie Lavin 
Gerard Boyle 
Mark Hazelwood 
 
 

Stewart Wilson 
Ann McMurray 
John Williamson  
 

Item 2:  Election of Officer 
 
The following officers were elected: 
 

Fulton MacGregor MSP (co-Convener) 
Miles Briggs MSP (co-Convener) 
David Beamer (Secretary) 

 
 
Item 3:  Group Membership 
 
In addition to the two elected co-Conveners, the following MSPs had informed the Secretary 
that they were happy to serve as Group members: 
 

Willie Coffey (Scottish National Party) 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Scottish Liberal Democrats) 
Neil Findlay (Scottish Labour) 
Johann Lamont (Scottish Labour) 
Richard Lyle (Scottish National Party) 
Stuart McMillan (Scottish National Party) 
Pauline McNeill (Scottish Labour) 
Alex Rowley (Scottish Labour) 

 



As a result, the Group has more than the required MSPs needed to reform. 
 
The Secretary informed the Group that Mr Gordon Swan (Director of Communications, Golden 
Charter) had been in contact regarding joining the Group.  A discussion was held and it was 
agreed that Golden Charter would instead be invited to a future meeting of the Group where 
Funeral Planning would be examined in detail.  The Secretary was asked to notify Mr Swan of 
the Group’s decision. 
 
John Birrell stated that Fraser Sutherland (Policy Officer, Citizens Advice Scotland) was keen to 
join the Group and it was agreed that he should write to the co-Conveners with the request now 
that the inaugural meeting had been held. 
 
The Secretary informed the Group that Dominic Maguire no longer wished to serve as a non-
MSP member of the Group.  Mandie Lavin had recently been appointed Chief Executive of the 
NAFD replacing Mike Owen as a non-MSP member. 
 
Miles Briggs MSP stated that he would welcome Group members taking an active role in the 
Group.  For non-members interested in the work of the Group, he would expect them to be 
invited to specific meetings like the one on Funeral Planning.  Nigel Lymn Rose stated that 
Ecclesiastical Life could be one of the organisations to invite to a meeting. 
 
 
Item 4:  Future Work Programme 
 
The Group discussed the work programme of the Group in the last parliament.  The following 
topics were noted as being relevant to the work programme in this Parliament: 
 
 The Burial and Cremation (Scotland) Act and its implementation.  The Group noted 

that following its passing in March 2016, there were still various pieces of secondary 
legislation which needed to be laid before parliament and examined by the Group.  

 
 Funeral Poverty / funeral affordability.  John Birrell outlined the work that he and the 

CAS had undertaken where all but one of their recommendations had been accepted by 
the Scottish Government.  He also outlined recent research on the number of direct 
cremations and updated the Group on the various events taking place in 2016.  Alex 
Rowley MSP stated that he had secured a Debate in the Scottish Parliament and would 
be happy to be contacted by members of the Group with any points to raise.   

 
 Devolution of the Social Fund Funeral Payment and the impact this will have in 

Scotland.  The Group identified this policy work as an important aspect of its work in 
this session.  It was noted that a consultation, A New Future for Social Security, had been 
launched to enable the views of stakeholders to be reflected in primary legislation to be 
introduced to the Scottish Parliament by June 2017. 
 

 Bereavement Support in Scotland.  John Birrell discussed the challenges faced by those 
involved in providing bereavement support including budget cuts for bereavement 
managers.   
 



 Death certification reform / capacity constraints.  The recent reforms to death 
certification were noted and regarded by non-MSP members as being successful.   
 
Alex Rowley MSP raised the capacity of crematorium facilities in Scotland.  James 
Blackburn stated that there were only two crematoriums in Edinburgh.  Paul Cuthell 
raised the shortage of grave space in Ayrshire and the effects of Registrar closures on 
delays between death and a burial or cremation.  Miles Briggs MSP raised the 
percentage of cremations in Scotland compared to burials; James Blackburn confirmed 
it was 65% cremation, 35% burial. 

 
 Local Authority charges.  The Group discussed recent press coverage on rising local 

authority charges in Scotland and the impact this was having on the cost of funerals.  
John Birrell stated that his recommendation concerning local authorities was the only 
one not accepted by the Scottish Government. 

 
Following the interest of Golden Charter, it was agreed to hold a meeting where Funeral 
Planning would be on the agenda.   
 
 
Item 5:  Future meetings 
 
The date of the next meeting would be confirmed following the re-registration of the Group by 
the Scottish Parliament. 
 
 
Item 6:  AOB 
 
Members of the Group thanked Miles Briggs MSP and Fulton MacGregor MSP for agreeing to 
serve as co-Conveners.  They also thanked Stuart McMillan MSP for serving as a co-Convener in 
the last Parliament. 


