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Virtual Meeting 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
In attendance: 
 
Richard Lyle MSP (Co-Convener) 
Jeremy Balfour MSP (Co-Convener) 
Gerard Boyle 
Andrew Brown 
James Blackburn 
Sandy Sullivan 
Nick Britten 
Eileen Crawley 
Helen Malo  
James Morris 
 
 

Jon Levett 
Paul Cuthell 
Rose Jackson 
Brian Corrigan 
Dec Maguire 
Susanne Cameron-Nielson  
Patrick McGlinchey 
Gordon Swan 
David Beamer (Secretary) 
 
 

Item 1:  Apologies 
 
Colin Beattie MSP 
Johann Lamont MSP 
Alex Rowley MSP 
Fulton MacGregor MSP  
Miles Briggs MSP  
Willie Coffey MSP 
Alex Cole-Hamilton MSP 
John Halliday 
Terry Tennens 
 
 

Mark Porteous 
Nigel Lymn Rose 
Stewart Wilson 
Mark Hazelwood 
Rebecca Paterson 
Maureen Gardner 
Christine Dumonceau 
Morgan Harris 
 
 

Item 2:  Approval of the minutes from the last meeting 
 
The minutes from the last meeting were approved. 
 
 
Item 3:   Update 
 
Non-MSP members of the Group noted the support they had received from the co-Conveners 
during the pandemic and thanked them for their work at a very challenging time for the funeral 
sector and bereaved families. 
 
It was agreed to deal with the other items in the remainder of the agenda. 
 
 



Item 4:   COVID-19 
 
Modelling of a Second Peak and the impact on Scotland (Europe Economics Research) 
 
Jon Levett, CEO of the NAFD, presented the modelling commissioned by the NAFD to examine 
the potential impact of the second wave of the pandemic on Scotland.  The modelling was 
undertaken by Europe Economics Research and was available on the NAFD website. 
 
 
Impact of COVID-19 on the funerals sector / revised timetable of the CMA Funerals Market 
Investigation 
 
Jon Levett outlined the latest timetable on the investigation by the CMA into the funerals 
market and the challenges faced by the funeral sector in responding to CMA deadlines during 
the pandemic. 
 
It was agreed that the Secretary would seek a representative from the CMA to attend the next 
meeting of the Group. 
 
 
Bereavement Support (update from Cruse Bereavement Care Scotland) 
 
Brian Corrigan, Area Manager at Cruse Bereavement Care Scotland, discussed the impact of 
COVID-19 on the bereavement support they offered.  Concern was expressed that the usual 
signposting to Cruse’s services was not being offered by GPs due to the impact of COVID-19 on 
GP surgeries. 
 
It was agreed that the Secretary would circulate material to be provided by Brian Corrigan on 
the support that Cruse can offer at this time to members of the Group. 
 
 
Track & Trace approach  
 
A discussion was held on Test and Protest in Scotland, and the requirements for self-isolating.  
The co-Convenors offered their support over the coming weeks in the event that clarification 
was required by Group members from Scottish Ministers. 
 
 
Support for Families in Financial Hardship / Funeral Crisis Loan proposal 
 
The NAFD outlined the financial pressures facing families due to COVID-19 and the need for 
additional financial support throughout the UK.  A proposed Funeral Crisis Loan was discussed.  
Jeremy Balfour MSP and Richard Lyle MSP stated that they were members of the Social Security 
Committee and the Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee respectively, and would seek to 
raise concerns expressed by the Group at future Committee meetings.  
 
Nick Britten agreed to provide a briefing note to Richard Lyle MSP following the meeting on the 
Funeral Crisis Loan and the support received for the proposal. 



 
 
Care home deaths being reported to the Procurator Fiscal 
 
A discussion was held on the impact of COVID-19 in care homes and the reporting requirements 
in the event of a death.  It was noted that anyone who dies in a care home where COVID-19 is 
mentioned on the death certificate must be reported to the Procurator Fiscal. 
 
 
Alternative methods of cremation in Scotland (update from Resomation) 
 
Sandy Sullivan provided an update on Resomation and the level of interest in alternative 
cremation solutions as well as public policy issues that remained.  The co-Conveners offered to 
raise Mr Sullivan’s concerns and asked Mr Sullivan to provide further information to them and 
the Group’s Secretary so that further assistance could be provided to seek to resolve any policy 
issues with the Scottish Government.  
 
 
Item 5:  Future Speakers 
 
Due to the timetable set out by the CMA for its Funerals Market Investigation, it was agreed to 
invite a CMA Representative to the next meeting of the Group. 
 
The Group recognised the challenges being faced by policy makers in dealing with the impact of 
COVID-19 and that the pandemic would be the focus of the Group’s work for the foreseeable 
future.  However, it was noted that the Group wanted to hold a future CPG meeting that was 
dedicated to discussing financial support for bereaved people on qualifying benefits and 
alternative models that exist to pay for funerals; and infant funerals support.  It was agreed to 
invite Aileen Campbell MSP to speak at this meeting. 
 
 
Item 6: Date of future meetings 
 
The date of the next meeting was 25 November 2020 at 6pm. A decision would be taken nearer 
the time to decide if the meeting would continue to be virtual due to the impact of COVID-19 on 
being able to meet in the Scottish Parliament. 
 
 
Item 7: AOB 
 
Paul Cuthell noted the new procedures put in place due to COVID-19, including the electronic 
transfer of documentation, and how lessons can be learned from the response to the pandemic 
that can be utilised in the future to help bereaved families. 
 
 
 
 


