
 

 

Scottish Parliament Cross-Party Group for Funerals and Bereavement 

24th February 2021 

Meeting Minutes (Virtual meeting) 

 

Co-convener: Jeremy Balfour 

Co-convener: Richard Lyle 

Secretary: Nick Britten 

 

In attendance: 

Jeremy Balfour MSP 

Jon Levett 

James Blackburn 

Johann Lamont MSP 

Eileen Cawley 

Terry Tennens

David Beamer  

Sandy Sullivan 

Morgan Harris 

James Morris 

Rose Jackson 

Paul Cuthell 

Gordon Swan 

Howard Pickard 

Nick Britten 

Mark Hazlewood  

Andrew Brown  

Rachel Bradburne 

Gerry Boyle  

Patrick McGlinchey 

Kate Mulley

1. Welcome and apologies 

Jeremy Balfour thanked Richard Lyle MSP and Johann Lamont MSP, who are not standing for re-

election, and David Beamer, outgoing secretary, for their support of the group. 

Apologies: John Halliday, Richard Lyle MSP, Colin Beattie MSP, Alex Rowley MSP, Fulton MacGregor 

MSP, Miles Briggs MSP, Willie Coffey MSP, Alex Cole-Hamilton MSP, Susanne Cameron-Nielson. 

 

2. Approval of the minutes from previous meeting 

Minutes from the previous meeting were agreed 

 

3. Voting on new secretariat 

Jeremy Balfour proposed that Nick Britten be the secretary of the group, following on from the 

resignation of the previous secretary, David Beamer. The proposal was agreed.  

 



4. Update on water cremation/ Resomation  

Jeremy Balfour MSP outlined a recent meeting with Mairi Gougeon MSP, Minister for Public Health 

and Sport, for an update on the Government’s position over water cremation. He said while previous 

communications with Government officials indicated that water cremation would be given 

permission quickly, with regulation to follow, the new Minister was not of that view and wanted 

regulation in place prior to permission being granted. The first step is a period of consultation, with 

emphasis given to the public’s view.   

James Blackburn pointed out that there has already been much due diligence and market research, 

which has demonstrated independently that the system is more environmentally friendly (than 

cremation). 

Howard Pickard questioned the role of the CPG in pushing the issue along, while Jeremy Balfour 

suggested asking the Minister to a future meeting, underlining the Cross-Party Group had not had a 

proper discussion around water cremation. However, he said it was the group’s role to take both 

members’ and the wider industry’s issues to the Scottish Government.  

Sandy Sullivan thanked Jeremy Balfour for having the meeting with the Minister and underlined a lot 

of support for water cremation from the USA, Netherlands and increasingly in the UK, along with the 

importance of legislation keeping up with changing times. He said Glasgow City Council was putting 

in a consent application for water cremation next week. 

  

5. Numbers allowed to attend funerals 

James Blackburn raised the question of whether there should be an increase in the maximum 

number of people allowed at a funeral from the current 20.  

Jeremy Balfour said that the restrictions were in place because of the emotional nature of funerals 

and people wanting to embrace and be close to each other. He said there was a lack of details in the 

Government’s most recent announcement about lifting restrictions, but said religious places would 

be going back to allowing a maximum 20 people at a service.  

Johann Lamont said that Funeral Directors, venues and event organisers had been sympathetic and 

rigorous in their application of Covid rules and best practices, and had received no reward or 

recognition. People in the profession wanted to see a sign of progress.  

Eileen Cawley said that previously, funeral directors did not want the maximum number raised and 

said if they were to be, clear conditions must be set out. 

Jon Levett said there must be a phased approach to the easing of restrictions, saying that families 

will want to delay funerals if there is a sense all restrictions will be lifted in the near future, which 

will cause problems 

Action point: It was agreed by the Group to write to the Cabinet Secretary to seek clarification on 

the issue. 

 

6. Delays caused by the Procurator Fiscal Service. 



Paul Cuthell said it was becoming clear that there are huge time variations in the times between 

death and funeral where the death was investigated by the Procurator Fiscal. This ranged from 10 

days in Edinburgh to over three weeks in Glasgow. He said there were a number of reasons, and 

cited the centralisation of services, which meant that post-mortems were being carried out outwith 

the area where death occurred. He said it was adding to capacity issues at the Queen Elizabeth 

University Hospital, Glasgow, and other knock-on problems, all of which caused delays to bereaved 

people. He described the situation as a “postcode lottery” for families and asked whether it was 

something the Group should raise with the Lord Advocate.  

James Morris said the problem was driven by the Fiscal service’s need to satisfy their legal 

requirement and that grieving people were not considered in the equation. He raised the idea of 

using CT scanning for post-mortems, as is done in England. 

James Blackburn said it was a funding issue and not something that the authorities want to address. 

Gerry Boyle said that if a funeral director had not invested in refrigeration, it required the deceased 

person to be held in the hospital mortuary awaiting the post-mortem. He said there was an acute 

shortage of pathologists across the country and they were at capacity with the numbers they were 

carrying out.  

Rose Jackson said it is the families that suffer from this system, not being allowed to even sort out 

important finances if there no death certificate had yet been issued.  

Action point: It was agreed by the Group to write a letter to the Lord Advocate making him aware of 

these concerns, and to place the issue on the agenda for the next meeting. 

 

7. Future speakers 

Nick Britten said he had spoken to representatives of the CMA who had agreed to speak at the next 

meeting to update members on its report of the funeral market. 

Nick said he had also contacted Robert Swanson, the Inspector of Funeral Directors, to address the 

group, with the Government’s Funeral Director Code of Practice expected later in the year.  

Lewis Shand Smith, Chair of the Funeral Services Consumer Standards Review, was also mentioned 

as a future speaker, as was the Minster for Health to answer questions on water cremation.  

A CFA representative re: regulation of funeral plans, requested by James Blackburn 

 

8. AOB 

David Beamer said he was now supporting Cruse Bereavement Scotland and asked the Group to 

write to the Health Minister to raise awareness that they currently had capacity to help and ask for 

assistance in signposting. 

Action point: The Group agreed to write to the Health Minister to raise these issues 

Mark Hazlewood said they had written to the Health Minister requesting an update on signposting 

services and requested the item be put on the next agenda.  

Jeremy Balfour thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.  



 


