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The start of the meeting was delayed due to a problem with the Holyrood voting system which 
delayed MSPs.  While waiting for MSPs, and the meeting to formally begin, attendees introduced 
themselves and their work with Malawi. 
 
Welcome, introductions and Minutes of last meeting           Alexander Stewart MSP 
 
Alexander Stewart MSP welcomed everyone to the meeting and the minutes of the 6th July 2020 
were agreed as accurate. 
 

Discussion: Review of Scottish Government’s International Development Policy: 
 
Minister for Europe, Migration and International Development      Jenny Gilruth MSP 
 
Minister Jenny Giruth MSP addressed the CPG, giving a briefing on the Scottish Government’s review 
of its International Development Policy. 
 



 
Patrick Harvie MSP noted that there was currently very broad buy-in and consensus across Scottish 
and Malawian civic society as to the value and impact of the current policy.  He asked the Minister 
how the Scottish Government will ensure this is maintained in any review of the policy. 
 
The Minister said she was keen to hear the views of NGOs and international development 
academics.  She also highlighted that there will be a forthcoming parliamentary debate for MSPs to 
share their views. 
 
Jackie Baillie MSP registered her support for the Scottish Government’s current approach which 
works through partnership with Malawi, looking at ways Scotland can learn from Malawi as well as 
vice versa.  This is a consensual approach which looks to work through civil society in both countries.  
Jackie Baillie MSP specifically asked the Minister if the core funding for the Scotland Malawi 
Partnership and the Small Grants Programme would be part of the review. 
 
The Minister confirmed that, yes, the Scotland Malawi Partnership’s core funding and the Small 
Grants Programme would be part of the review.  The international development fund would be 
protected to the end of the year. 
 
Enock Bamusi (Association of Malawians in Scotland) asked the Minister if there were any specific 
plans for the review to engage the diaspora community.  The Minister stated that members of the 
Diaspora were encouraged to be involved. 
 
Ben Wilson (WaterAid / Stop Climate Chaos Scotland) asked the Minister what plans there were to 
engage COP26.  The Minister advised that Ben speak with Roseanna Cunningham MSP, who is the 
Scottish Government lead in this area. 
 
Liam McArthur MSP expressed concern at change for the sake of change, highlighting the scale and 
thoroughness of the Scottish Government’s 2016 consultation, the last time government changed its 
international development policy.   Liam McArthur MSP highlighted the central role of mutual 
respect, partnership and civic engagement in the policy, highlighting that this levers significant input 
from Scottish civic society and hence greatly increases Scotland’s impact in Malawi.  Every pound 
invested in the Scotland Malawi Partnership levers and supports a further £200 of inputs from 
Scottish civic society to Malawi. 
 
The Minister recognised how important the cross party support was for Scotland’s civic links with 
Malawi.  She encouraged MSPs to share their views on this in the forthcoming parliamentary debate 
about the review. 
 
Lorna McDonald (Tearfund) asked the Minister if the Scottish Government would be consulting in 
Malawi.  The Minister said there were challenges around technology and who would host such a 
meeting, noting that the core funded networks could be considered vested interests. 
 
Written inputs were made by two MSPs not able to attend the meeting due to a clash: 
 
Linda Fabiani MSP: said (in absentia): “When you have Parliament, Government and civic society 
working together it builds knowledge and creates meaningful partnership. That framework is 
important for the community projects between Scotland and Malawi because volunteers don’t feel 
isolated in the work that they are doing; they can see the bigger picture, what’s being achieved and 
where that fits. That all fosters a sense of togetherness that promotes mutual care and friendship”. 
 



Elaine Smith MSP: said (in absentia): “Having viewed first hand in Malawi the benefit of the ongoing 

relationship with Scotland, I cannot commend highly enough the work we do in International 

Development in this area.  Apart from the obvious practical assistance given to those in Malawi 

through the various projects and charities such as Mary’s Meals, many of the projects are developing 

networks with the aim of achieving long-term sustainable economic development and it is vital this 

work continues. 

The scotland Malawi Partnership has been around since our current Scottish Parliament building an I 

can clearly remember the efforts made at that time by my Labour colleagues the then First Minister 

Jack McConnell and Patricia Ferguson, then Minister for Tourism Culture and Sport to realise and 

endorse a plan for the future links between scotland and Malawi. 

I am also aware of the huge benefits to the young people in Scotland who are involved in the joint 

Schools projects – developing links with schools in Malawi and helping our own young people realise 

the importance of education health and wellbeing which they could otherwise take for granted.  My 

own son, went to Malawi to teach rugby with the project run by Charles Fawcett in Coatbridge and 

personal life experience he gained is immeasurable. 

Whilst, I am standing down as an MSP at the next election, I sincerely hope that the work carried out 

in the last 16 + years is able to continue and develop further.” 

 
Input from Government of Malawi      Dr Peter West, Malawi Hon Consul   
 
Dr Peter West, the Malawi Hon. Consul for Malawi, addressed the CPG as the Government of 
Malawi’s representative in the discussions.   
 
He noted the Minister’s comment about only 3% of UK NGO CEOs being from BAME backgrounds, 
commending the SMP/MaSP model which sees precisely 50% of the CEOs as being Scottish (in 
Scotland) and 50% being Malawians (in Malawi).  The crucial thing, as is currently the case, is that 
there is real Malawi leadership and ownership in Malawi.   
 
The Malawi Hon Consul welcomed the commitment to democracy, human rights and the rule of law, 
noting these are areas in which Malawi has had conspicuous success in recent months, with a strong 
commitment to fighting corruption from the new President of Malawi.   
 
The Malawi Hon Consul recognised the high-minded principles, especially ‘do no harm’. He 
welcomed this principle but highlighted the real risk this review might indeed do harm to the 
longstanding bilateral relationship if there were a shift away from the core principles. 
 
Hon Vera Kamtukule, Government of Malawi Deputy Minister of Labour, and former Malawi 
Scotland Partnership CEO, addressed the CPG from Lilongwe, giving strong support for the 
continuing Malawi-Scotland relationship.  She volunteered herself to act as the Champion of 
Scotland-Malawi links within the Malawi Cabinet 
 
  
Input from civic society: 
 
It was explained that all those involved in the Scotland-Malawi relationship were publicly invited to 

make a short online written submission to the CPG.  A diverse selection of those who made a 

submission have been invited to have a named speaking slot in this meeting (2-3 mins max) to share 



their views, before moving to an open discussion.   The following individuals shared their views on 

the review with the meeting: 

o Kevin Simpson, Malawi Fruits:  
o Emma Wood, Queen Margaret University and STEKA Skills: 
o Prof Tim Eden, World Child Cancer: 
o Prof Paul Garside, University of Glasgow: 
o Fiona Anderson Dunblane Likhubula Partnership: 
o Ben Wilson, WaterAid: 

 
 
It was noted that, for one week after the meeting, stakeholders would still be able to share their 

views with Group online.  Informed by these submissions, and discussions in the Group’s meetings 

over the last 15 years, the CPG will make a written cross-party submission to the Scottish 

Government, to inform its international development policy review. 

There was a short open discussion on the Scottish Government’s review. 

 
 
CPG Annual General Meeting 
 

• Election of Convenors/Vice-Convenors 
 
All MSPs were again invited to stand for election as office bearers within the group. 
 
The existing office bearers stood for re-election: 

- Alasdair Allan MSP, Liam McArthur MSP and Alexander Stewat MSP as co-
convenors. 

- Elaine Smith MSP as Vice Convenor 
 

This slate of four convenors and vice convenors was proposed by Maureen Watt MSP and 

seconded by Patrick Grady. 

• Election of Secretary 
 

Everyone was invited to stand for the position of Secretary of the Group.   

David Hope-Jones offered to stand again for the post.  His election was proposed by Moira 

Dunworth and seconded by Prof Paul Garside. 

 

Meeting closed 

 

Date of next meeting: 6 – 7.30pm, Wednesday 18th November 2020 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/G9XH7FW
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/G9XH7FW

