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Nuclear Disarmament Cross Party Group 

The Scottish Parliament 

Minutes of AGM 

Tuesday 19th November 17.00 – 18.00  

 

 

Present (Parliamentarians)  

Bill Kidd MSP  

Ross Greer MSP 

Claudia Beamish MSP 

Parliamentary staff: Jenny Olson 

 

Present (Civil Society)  

Guy Johnson (Medact Scotland) 

Emma Cockburn (SCND) 

Gordon Dickson (Scottish Greens CND) 

David Mackenzie (Trident Ploughshares/Nukewatch) 

Brian Larkin (Peace and Justice Centre)  

Anna (P&J intern) 

Lane (P&J intern) 

Carol Acutt (Soka Gakkai International UK) 

Tony Wilkes (Quakers) 

Lynn Jamieson (Scottish WILPF) 

Janet Fenton (ICAN)  

 

1. ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS 

a) Election of office bearers:  

The group confirmed the nominated officers as: 

Convener- Bill Kidd MSP 

Deputy Convener- Ross Greer MSP 

Secretary- Janet Fenton 

 

b) Annual activities report 

The summary of activities undertaken by the CPG during 2019 was accepted by the group. 
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c) Approval of minutes 

Minutes from the previous meeting, on the 26th June 2019 were approved, with no issues 

raised.   

 

 

2. SCOTTISH ACTIVITY AND OPPORTUNITIES 

 

a) Letter to Scottish Parliamentary Pension Scheme Trustees 

Bill Kidd has written a letter to Scottish Parliamentary Pension Scheme Trustees on 

divestment from unethical funds, including armaments (tabled). Bill Kidd introduced this 

letter to the group and Claudia Beamish supported it. The proposal aims is to bring 

investment of MSP pensions in line with the UN Global Compact and ethical screening. 

(https://www.unglobalcompact.org.uk/the-ten-principles/) Bill is seeking cross-party 

support before sending this letter by 10 December. 

 

The group enthusiastically welcomed Bill’s letter.  

 

Janet outlined a new network, Secure Scotland that would particularly welcome the letter 

and its request. ‘Secure Scotland’ is a network of people and organisations (including Gari 

Donn and David Mackenzie) set up to challenge prevailing ideas of security. Instead of 

practices that increase inequality and make us less safe, the aim is to link up those who 

think Scotland can look after all its citizens and their environment by responding to basic 

needs and real threats. The Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust (JRCT) is funding the 

development of this project. More information on the JRCT is available here: 

https://www.jrct.org.uk/. Emma Harper MSP contributed to the founding seminar for 

Secure Scotland about the under-reporting or failure to acknowledge cross-party work for 

the common good in Scotland. Janet requested that Secure Scotland might be invited to join 

the civil society organisations in the CPG. This was accepted. 

b) New report from Don’t Bank on the Bomb Scotland  

The updated report was welcomed and CPG members were invited to join the launch, which 

took place at Edinburgh University after the cross-party group meeting.  

(https://nukedivestmentscotland.org/) 

c) Scottish CND AGM and recent activities 

The CPG welcomed Lynn Jamieson, the new chair of SCND appointed at its recent AGM. 

School strikers and XR supporting young singer led discussions at the opening of this 

meeting. Note that SCND is affiliated to XR Peace. Resolutions were passed in support of 

their work. In addition, resolutions were passed relating to three SCND Working Groups 

(WGs): firstly, the WG on Radiation Risk (including Hunterston); secondly the TPNW WG on 

https://www.unglobalcompact.org.uk/the-ten-principles/
https://www.jrct.org.uk/
https://nukedivestmentscotland.org/
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Alignment and the Cities Appeal; and thirdly the No to NATO WG, focussing on Europe and 

the NATO summit on 3rd December.   

Following this, the CPG agreed that its next meeting will focus on the anticipated closure of 

the Hunterston nuclear power plant, and more generally the risks arising from nuclear 

power in relation to climate emergency.  

Bill Kidd reported that he had spoken at Saturday's successful SCANA meeting, which 

unfortunately coincided with the SCND AGM. 

d) Scottish Government Review on Nuclear Weapons Convoy issues 

David reminded the group of the Parliamentary debate following the publication of Unready 

Scotland and the Scottish Governments promise to Review its preparedness for any convoy 

accident in Scotland. This review was published two days after the last CPG (June 2019). 

Nukewatch responded to the review with the following short statement: 

“We are glad to see that the review exercise has been very broad in its scope, has prompted 

a good deal of agency awareness of the problem, has already led to the tightening of some 

procedures and prompted helpful recommendations. We cannot help but note that such a 

review would not have happened without persistent pressure over the years from 

Nukewatch and the support of individual parliamentarians. 

There are however a number of critical flaws in the review. The agencies concerned have 

been all too ready to accept without due diligence statements from the UK Ministry of 

Defence, without engaging with other recognised expertise, as we had recommended. This is 

especially true on the question of risk assessment. The MoD’s single factor risk assessment – 

that the likelihood of an incident is remote is accepted without any mention of the second 

factor in any standard risk assessment, the potential severity of consequence. The review 

also fails to register adequately the unique hazards posed by the transport, and relies too 

heavily on generic emergency responses. 

There is also no mention of the increase in public concern about the convoys. For those living 

near Faslane/Coulport there is the Clyde Emergency plan which at least gives basic 

information to the public about how to act in case of an incident. Also, fixed nuclear sites are 

governed by the REPPIR regulations. Astonishingly, the review does not deal with the fact 

that no such such framework exists for the convoys. Members of the public who are aware of 

the convoys need practical information about what to do in the case of an actual accident to 

keep them and their families safe. This review does not give this information or indicate 

where it might be found or accessed. 

It is most disappointing that Ash Denham, the current Minister, has endorsed the review in 

her introduction and given the false impression that all is well. The Scottish Government has 

a prime responsibility for the safety of citizens and must recognise that this case is far from 

closed.” 
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Bill Kidd asked if this comment from Nukewatch had been sent by letter to government 

ministers. It was agreed that the some important aspects highlighted by Nukewatch had not 

been taken into consideration, and the CPG and Nukewatch could follow this up. 

3. INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITY 

a) Feedback from Bill Kidd MSP from Move the Money event in New York 

This event aimed to focus attention on the waste and cost of nuclear weapons – highlighting 

that a trillion dollars is allocated by the US to nuclear weapons in the next ten years.  A 

million dollars’ worth of fake notes was presented and people asked to count them out and 

put them in baskets – 17 baskets representing the 17 UN Sustainable Development Goals to 

show how money spent on modernising nuclear weapons was needed for that positive work 

– people were asked  to divide the money up between the baskets.  The event got a lot of 

media coverage  

b) Intimation of ICAN Paris Conference in February and side events at NPT in UN New York 

in April/May, including accreditation for MSPs and their staff to attend. 

Janet reported that ICAN(x) is organising a campaigners' conference in Paris in February 

particularly aiming at training for young people and those new to nuclear disarmament 

diplomacy and campaigning. It would be a good opportunity for young graduates, interns or 

even parliamentary staff. It will be free, the only cost being getting to Paris and 

accommodation there. Get in touch if interested via hello@nuclearban.scot for more info as 

it becomes available. Bill Kidd suggested that UN house and SCND should be involving their 

young people. 

 

The Non Proliferation Treaty Review in UN New York in April/May will be the first since the 

UN adopted the TPNW so it is important that there is strong representation from UN 

member states that support the TPNW to prevent the nuclear-armed states refusing to 

discuss its implications. Janet and Bill agreed that there will be plenty of opportunities for 

side events and civil society participation, and Scottish MSPs are strongly encouraged to 

plan early to attend. There will be support through ICAN, from Acronym Institute, Reaching 

Critical Will (http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/disarmament-fora) and others to ensure 

accreditation and opportunities to meet with diplomats and media. Bill added that PNND 

members can be accredited in that way also. 

Claudia Beamish noted that next year’s climate conference in Glasgow is an opportunity to 

access the international community for Scottish parliamentarians and civil society and we 

should aim to have a side event at that as well as ensuring a good presence. (x) 

 

4. POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN THE UK 

a)Feedback on XRPeace October activity in London  

mailto:hello@nuclearban.scot
http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/disarmament-fora
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Brian Larkin reported that XRPeace is a UK wide “movement-of-movements” group within 

XR and includes CND, SCND, WILPF, Trident Ploughshares and Edinburgh P&J.  An XR 

demand is zero carbon by 2025 and its main tactics are city centre disruption and non-

violent action.   

XR peace is making links between the existential threats of nuclear weapons and the climate 

emergency. In October action to disrupt London included highlighting US military as largest 

consumer of fuel and responsible for 6% of carbon emissions.  XRPeace took on disrupting 

at the MOD, and at BAE systems. The police made a section 14 order to prevent the protest 

continuing. XR peace protesters responded by standing in front of the Supreme Court, The 

section 14 was subsequently ruled an illegal order. Next XR rebellion is coming up in April.   

Janet commented on the strength of commitment to both absolute non-violence and civil 

disobedience, which made the of atmosphere during these events very positive. 

b) The meeting was closed after an informal go round of participants offering a sentence on 

their efforts to keep nuclear disarmament on the agenda during the election. This included 

the idea of quizzing individual candidates about their views on nuclear weapons, rather than 

political parties, putting a notice on the front door declaring nuclear weapons as a red line, 

chanting for peace and putting nuclear disarmament in a context with arms trading and the 

climate emergency. 

 

 


