
About the Primary level Outreach Education 
sessions  

  

A degree of pre-learning is encouraged. This will support pupil engagement, 

through reinforcement and positive feedback due to demonstrable success.  

  

Posters and booklets will be sent out to each class, and resources are 

available at http://www.parliament.scot/visitandlearn/education.aspx .  

  

Each session takes approximately 90 minutes.  

  

Presentation   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The backbone of the session is an interactive PowerPoint presentation. Each 

pupil will use a handset to answer questions throughout the session.   

  

Some elements, such as the Presiding Officer’s role, are supported by short 

video clips.   

  

Manifestos and voting activity  

  

A group-based activity to teach:  

• the purpose of a manifesto and stating your aims  

• link between party aims and popular support in an election 

• focusing on IMPROVING, not BRIBING  

• role of a candidate  

• making responsible choices in voting  

  

Debate (generally used with P6/7)  

  

http://www.parliament.scot/visitandlearn/education.aspx


The debate activity involves a choice of topic for pupils to discuss. For 

classes with little or no debating experience, they will be able to select from 

three school based topics: 

• Length of the school week; 

• PE every day; 

• First Aid taught in schools 

 

For classes with more experience, they can try a more challenging debate on 

issues like renewable energy, social media or banning smoking. There will 

also be choices of more topical debate, based on recent legislation. 

 

We will also be offering a range of topical issue debates drawn from live 

issues in Parliament. The topics will change from time to time. 

  

Pupils will be provided with suggested short ‘evidence’ for and against the bill, 

and asked to develop addition arguments on each side.  

  

One of the pupils will act as Presiding Officer, complete with gavel. A sheet 

will be provided to help them. They will then be able to vote electronically, 

using the handsets.  

 

Finally, the class will be given a ‘Royal Warrant’ of the law they passed (or 

rejected). 

  

We have a Twitter account and like to be able to take and post photos of the 

classes we have worked with. Please let us know if the pupils have 

permissions for photos and use on external social media. 


