
About the Secondary Level Outreach   

Education sessions  
  

A degree of pre-learning is encouraged. This will support pupil engagement, 

through reinforcement and positive feedback due to demonstrable success.  

  

Pre learning will also lead to the possibility of additional discussion of topics.  

  

Where pupils have not already been studying the Scottish Parliament as part 

of their curriculum (if the class or classes are not taking a Modern Studies 

course), pre-learning may be mainly fact-based. Teaching will be supported 

through prior provision of relevant teaching resources.  

  

• A simple definition of devolution  

• total number of MSPs  

• parties and leaders  

• name of their constituency and region  

• that they are represented by eight MSPs  

• outline of devolved matters  

  

Teachers will receive an Education Pack to facilitate teaching of the above; 

more materials and activities are available on the Scottish Parliament 

website.  

  

• Presentation  

• Devolved or reserved?  

• Debate  

• Who Wants to be an MSP?  

• Committee Evidence Workshops 

• MSP’s Diary  

• Budget 

 

Presentation  
  

An interactive PowerPoint presentation is the backbone of the session, 

supporting learning and a range of activities determined according to the 

class level.   

  

The presentation covers:  

  

• Scottish Parliament electoral system;  

• Constituencies and regions;  

• Parties and leaders, and the current make-up of the Scottish 

Parliament;  

• Devolved and reserved matters  



 

The basic presentation can be adjusted based on pupils’ prior knowledge or 

study, or curriculum area. 

  

Which Parliament can make this Law?  

In groups, pupils use their knowledge of devolved and reserved matters to 

assign ten pieces of hypothetical legislation to either Westminster or the 

Scottish Parliament. Feedback is taken through electronic voting. This will 

also cover the most recent issues devolved to the Scottish Parliament in the 

Scotland Acts 2012 and 2016.  

 

This activity is suitable for any year group or level of prior knowledge. It is 

generally offered as part of an S3/4 or S5/6 sessions, and can be offered as 

part of the S1/2 session, in preference to the debate   

  

Debate  
  

This activity is designed to be accessible for classes or groups without much 

prior knowledge. The pupils are given ‘evidence cards’ with short arguments 

in the form of statistics, anecdote or illustrations. They must decide which 

arguments support or oppose the topic for debate, and will have a chance to 

use the cards as a start point for contributing to a debate which will culminate 

in the class being able to vote on the motion. The debates are topical and 

teachers will be offered a choice. 

 

Examples of debates for 2018/19 include: 

 

• Cutting Air Passenger Duty 

• Age restrictions on Social Media 

• Illegal downloading 

• Age of Criminal Responsibility 

• Organ Donation 

 

Committee Evidence Workshops 
 

Currently, we offer two sessions that concentrate on the work of the Scottish 

Parliament through the work of committees. One is based on a hypothetical 

petition on installing lockers in schools. The other uses the Health 

Committee’s evidence on the Minimum Pricing of Alcohol Bill.  

 

Each one requires pupils to evaluate the usefulness of evidence in either 

supporting or opposing the bill or petition: they need to think about source, 

reliability, bias, evidence vs anecdote and relevance to the question. 



 

As the current Parliamentary session progresses, further committees and 

topics will be added to the options for the committee workshop. 

 

 

 

Diary of an MSP  
  

One of the two sessions designed for senior / S5/6 groups, the role of an MSP 

is explored through a group ‘Inbox’ activity, where the pupils are required to 

act as the MSP’s diary secretary, arranging the MSP’s activities for the week 

based on letters, emails and phone calls received.  

  

The purpose of the activity is to provide a realistic representation of the range 

of activities an MSP might undertake in a week, and also to help  

them understand issues of prioritising, work/life balance, accurate 

administration etc.  

  

There will be feedback on this 

activity through electronic 

voting designed to stimulate 

discussion.  

 

This activity has relevance 

beyond Modern Studies, as it is 

as much about close reading, 

timekeeping, prioritising and 

creative thinking as it is the 

Scottish Parliament specifically. 

 

A session using the Diary of an MSP activity can be run in 50 minutes, but 

works best as part of a longer session or around 90 minutes, so we would 

recommend a double period. 

 



 

 

 

Budget 
 

This activity for senior classes only is based on making decisions with an aim 

of balancing a budget. A number of policies, complete with financial costs or 

savings; background information; reasons, statistics and quotes in support of 

the policy are provided. 

 

Working in groups, pupils must prioritise policies, to choose what to spend on. 

To balance their budget they also have the choice of cutting some existing 

programmes, or raising money through tax or charges. 

 

Pupils will need to evaluate competing pressures and consider value for 

money, social benefit, economic benefit and consequences of removing 

existing services.  

 

This activity requires at least 90 

minutes, so is only recommended 

for use in a double period. While it 

works very well within a Modern 

Studies context, the activity itself 

would also work in a number of 

other curriculum areas, or possibly 

with a school council group. 

  

  

 

 

Live Consultations 
 

On occasion, we are able to offer schools the chance to participate in open 

consultations into legislation currently being considered by the Scottish 

Parliament, with the pupils’ comments and vote able to be provided, 

anonymously, to the relevant committee to form part of their deliberations. 

 

These sessions can be run with individual classes or larger groups, and are 

suitable for Modern Studies, PSE, BGE and, depending on the area of 

legislation, other areas of the curriculum. 

 

In September 2018, we are offering engagement with the Age of Criminal 

Responsibility Bill. 

 

 


