
Do you have a school council?
If not, think about setting
one up. Ask your classmates
if they would like to have a
school council. Maybe you
could use a petition
to see if people
in your school
support you.

Imagine you are the chairperson of the
School Council. Write an agenda for your
next meeting. What issues would you
include on the agenda to discuss?

Did you know?
A proposal for a new law is
called a bill.

How can you vote?
Think of all the different ways
people can vote. Which is the

best way?
Are any ways
   unfair?

Elections are held to allow people to vote for
who they think would be good at representing
them. Elections are held for local councils, the 
Scottish Parliament and the UK Parliament. 
You might also have elections in your school 
for your School council.

True or False?
People are elected to local councils. True or False?
A proposal for a new law is called an Act. True or False?
The chairperson runs school council meetings. True or False?
MSCs are elected to represent people in schools. True or False?
School councils do not discuss issues which are important to the school.
True or False?

The head teacher agrees
with the petitioners
and arranges for
elections to be
held in two
weeks
time.

Each
class will elect one
 Member of the School
 Council (MSC) and each
 pupil will have one vote.

   The
   elections are held
  and once all the votes are
 counted, the MSCs hold
their first meeting of the
School Council.
 The first job is to elect a
   chairperson for the council.

 Holly‛s class want to organise their
own School Council. The class set up
 a petition to see whether other people
     in the school agree with them.
       They collect
      signatures from
     other classes
    and send their
      petition to
      the head
    teacher.

I think
we should

have a School
Council in our

school.

A School

The Education Service works with young people, teachers and other 
educational groups interested in learning about the Scottish Parliament. 
For more information about educational resources and visits:

Address: Education Service 
 The Scottish Parliament 
 Edinburgh       
 EH99 1SP 
Email: education.services@parliament.scot 
Telephone: 0131 348 5401 
Website:  www.parliament.scot/education

For more activities and teaching suggestions, see our web pages.
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                  I am the
                Chairperson.
       My job is to make sure
    School Council meetings
        are run smoothly.
 I make up the agenda
which is the programme
   for our meetings.
 My job is like the
Presiding Officer‛s job
in the Scottish
   Parliament.

I represent Class 7a,
so I have to listen to my classmates‛ views

about the school and try to get things done about
the issues they raise. My job is like a Member of the

Scottish Parliament‛s job.

When
we make a

decision in the
School Council, we
vote by putting our

hands up. The
chairperson counts the
number of people who
put their hand up for

“yes” and “no”. If people
don‛t put their hand up

at all, they have 
abstained. We don‛t
have an electronic
voting system like 

the MSPs use in
the Scottish
Parliament.

At our
meetings we discuss lots of

issues to do with our school - including
the school building, the playground, school

uniform and school lunches. We can put forward
ideas to try to improve these areas.

This is like the Scottish Parliament when
it looks at proposals for new laws

on Devolved Matters.

We can
discuss any issue and we can let 

people know the view of the School 
Council on that matter.

This is similar to when the 
Scottish Parliament debates 

Reserved Matters.

Any decisions that we
take are reported to the head teacher.

The head teacher then thinks about what 
the School Council has said when running the 

school. Decisions we make can affect the 
whole school. We have to think about what is 

best for everyone in the school. MSPs‛ 
decisions can affect everyone in Scotland so

they must think about what is best for 
Scotland when they make a new law.

It‛s a very important job.

When we have 
meetings, we‛ll discuss 

an issue. Each MSC gets 
the chance to say what 
their class thinks about
this issue. MSCs must 

listen carefully
to the views of other 

classes. After everyone 
has spoken, it is 

time to vote.
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