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The Education Service works with young people, teachers and other 
educational groups interested in learning about the Scottish Parliament. 
For more information about educational resources and visits:

Address: Education Service 
 The Scottish Parliament 
 Edinburgh       
 EH99 1SP 
Email: education.services@parliament.scot 
Telephone: 0131 348 5401 
Website:  www.parliament.scot/education

For more activities and teaching suggestions, see our web pages.

A visit to the Scottish

My MSP and me in
the Garden Lobby

Contact Visitor Services: 0131 348 5200
Email: visit@parliament.scotwww.parliament.scot

6 September 2020Education  14.00-16.00School NameDebating Chamber

The MSPs‛ seats in
the Chamber are in
a semi-circle, all
facing the Presiding
Officer‛s desk at
the front.

MSP seats

Presiding Officer

    After watching the debate, we headed
   to the Main Hall again where our MSP
   said goodbye and we left the Parliament
   building to go home. I learned lots about 
  the work of the Scottish Parliament and
  it was very good to see where the
 MSPs work and how they debate. I want
 to find out more now about the work
that MSPs do. I think it might be a job
that I‛d like to do when I am older.

Find out more about the
architecture of the Holyrood
building by looking at our website
www.parliament.scot

The Mace is a symbol of the power the
Scottish Parliament has to pass laws.
                            Design your own Mace 
                                for the Scottish
                                   Parliament.

Muddled Up Words!

Sort the letters out to make words
connected to the Scottish Parliament.
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Watch MSPs having a debate
or Question Time in the
Debating Chamber.
You can watch a debate on the
website, or on television.
You may even be able to go to
the Parliament to watch from
the Public Gallery.
Want to hold your own
debate? Organise one in your
class - decide which topic
you‛ll debate, research your
topic and then arrange your
room to look like the Debating
Chamber. See our website for
more ideas to help you
organise your own
debate.

MSPs. She was going to show us 
around the building where she works.
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We came into the Main Hall. It has vaulted
ceilings with St Andrew‛s crosses carved
into it. There was an exhibition for us to
look at. It told me lots of interesting facts
about why we have a Parliament and what
happens here. We could listen to debates that
have already happened and on a large screen we saw a 
live debate. We also saw “The Honours of Scotland”.

It is a sculpture that 
was presented to the 
Scottish Parliament by 
HM the Queen when she 
opened the Holyrood 
building in October 2004. 
It is based on the crown
jewels of Scotland - 
a crown, a sword and 
a sceptre.

We went into a Committee Room.
Our MSP explained that committees
are groups of MSPs who discuss one
particular subject. Our MSP is a
member of the Justice Committee. 
The room had a large table for them 
to sit around and there were other 
seats in the room for people to 
listen to the meeting. There are 
six committee rooms like this in 
the Parliament.

We walked from her office
through the Garden Lobby,
which has a roof with big
leaf-shaped windows. 

There is a staircase which
leads to the Debating
Chamber. Our MSP was
interviewed by a television
news journalist at the
bottom of the stairs. We
had to be very quiet while
she answered questions.
(I saw her on the news 
that night!)

We also saw Queensberry House.
This building is very old - it was built in
the 17th Century. It used to be a house
for a wealthy family, and then it was a
hospital. Now it has been renovated for
offices. Apparently there is a ghost in
the building!

As we were walking past, we met the Presiding Officer.
He was going to chair the debate in the Chamber.
He has to make sure all the rules are kept to and that
everything in Parliament is done properly.

We went to the Debating Chamber. This is
a very important place. Sometimes MSPs
hold debates to decide if new laws should
be made or not. Sometimes MSPs are asking
         questions to the First Minister and
              Ministers in the Scottish Government
                     to find out what they are doing
                                 to help Scotland.

Sometimes they have debates about
issues MSPs think are important to 
Scotland. We sat in the Public Gallery
and watched the MSPs talking about
health issues. Lots of MSPs stood up
to give their views on the subject.
Later, the MSPs voted to decide if a
new law should be made. When MSPs
vote, they press a button to say “yes”,
“no” or “abstain” and a computer counts
up the votes.

    The Queen also presented 
    the Mace to the 
Parliament in 1999. It is a symbol of the powers 
Parliament has to pass laws. It is made of silver and 
has a band of Scottish gold. On the head of the 
Mace, it says “There shall be a Scottish Parliament 
- Scotland Act 1998” and then there are four words 
‛wisdom‛, ‛justice‛, ‛compassion‛ and ‛integrity‛ 
engraved around four thistles. The Mace sits in the 
Debating Chamber.

Our MSP took us to her office. There are 108 
offices for MSPs. Some MSPs have other 
offices in the building if they are a Minister in 
the Scottish Government or the Presiding 
Officer. The office is very nice. It has a 
window at the end which you can sit in, and lots 
of cupboards to hold the paperwork our MSP 
has to do. She answers letters and emails from 
her constituents, writes to other groups who 
would like her to help them and researches for 
debates and committees. She‛s very busy! 
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