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Scottish Government 
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c/o Clerk to the Committee  
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BY EMAIL (RNID Typetalk calls welcome)  
Tel: 0131 348 5176 

SGHHC@parliament.scot    
  

 October 2019 
 

Dear Ms Evans 
 
Thank you for your letters of 12 June and 26 September. The Committee 
considered these at its meeting on 2 October.  
 
We welcome confirmation from you that the Scottish Government will share all 
information provided as part of the judicial review.  
 
We note that, in the context of the Scottish Government’s current document 
management policy, information relevant to the inquiry may be no longer 
available if it pre-dates the Scottish Government’s instruction of 22 March to 
retain it.  
 
We also note that the Scottish Government uses Enterprise Vault where 
information such as emails is held for a year before deletion. How this works in 
practice will depend on how your systems are configured. Therefore, in order to 
obtain further reassurance on the retention of all information relevant to our 
inquiry, we would welcome more information on the Scottish Government’s 
Exchange configuration and Exchange retention policy settings. I would be 
grateful if you could provide us with more detail. 
 
On a separate issue, the Committee notes in your letter of 26 September your 
assertion that legal expenses of over £25,000 is routinely published on the 
Scottish Government’s website. We note the answers to written questions lodged 
by Jackie Baillie which confirm that reports through to February 2019 have now 

mailto:SGHHC@parliament.scot


2 

been published. However, the information the Committee is seeking has not yet 
been published at the date of our meeting [2 October]. Notwithstanding your 
provision of this information through the annual accounts, we would welcome 
clarification on this matter and when this information is likely to be published on 
the website as part of this routine process. 
 
The Committee will meet again on Wednesday 6 November and so I would be 
grateful if a response could be provided by Thursday 31 October.  
 
Yours sincerely  

 

  

Linda Fabiani MSP  
Convener  
Committee on the Scottish Government Handling of Harassment 
Complaints   
 
 


