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13 May 2020 
 
Dear Ms Fabiani 
 
Committee on the Scottish Government Handling of Harassment Complaints 
 
Thank you for your letter of 30 April 2020 setting out the approach which the Committee 
wishes to take as its next steps.  I am grateful to you for the constructive approach you have 
proposed in order to keep information flows manageable and in recognition of data 
protection concerns, including considering issues on a chronological basis and seeking a 
written statement in the first instance.   
 
I would like to reiterate the Scottish Government’s commitment to ensuring that all 
information held by the Scottish Government which is potentially relevant to the Committee’s 
remit has been and will be preserved, and to engaging fully with the Committee’s inquiry.  
You noted the impact on Parliament of prioritising work on COVID-19, and similar constraints 
currently exist within the Scottish Government.  The First Minister has indicated that 
responding to the current emergency is the Scottish Government’s overriding priority, and 
individuals who played significant roles in the events which the Committee is seeking 
information about and whose input will therefore be required in responding to the Committee 
are currently playing a central role in the Scottish Government’s COVID-19 response.  
Remote working also has an impact on our speed of response.  However the approach 
which you have proposed, which I welcome, will enable us to make progress and I will 
provide a more substantive response to your request as soon as possible in the current 
circumstances.      
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Leslie Evans  
Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government 
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