
People always tell me that age doesn't matter, and while in many ways this is true, in 
the sense that they intend it is not. In truth, the younger you are the easier it is to 
impress, not because you are less capable but because as a young person society 
expects very little from you. You'll often hear the phrases "rebellious" and "lazy" 
associated with teens, and a conversation with the elder generation will often lead to 
grumbles about "young folk have it so easy" and "teenagers nowadays". However 
many people do not seem to realise that this attitude is exactly what limits and 
represses them with the negative expectations of those they respect and learn from. 

 I was raised to be a free thinker and encouraged from an early age to find my 
independence. Now, at sixteen, I enjoy challenging the negative stereotypes and 
perceptions against young people, and am inspired to do so through working with 
like-minded individuals of all ages. It is important to remember that these negative 
impressions go both ways, and that it's just as important to tackle them amongst 
young people, to show them how much they can learn from older generations and 
encourage them to work together rather than hindering each other. 

It may seem strange for a negative stereotype to be inspiring, but challenging 
ignorance to bridge the generational gap is at the heart of my motivation, and often 
the focus of various groups and projects which my passion has driven me to become 
involved in. 

Young people are a force to be reckoned with, possessing their own unique skillsets 
and experiences. Although the older generation may hold the power, and we may 
rely on them to facilitate us, we are by no means limited or defined by them. 
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