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BRITISH IRISH PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY (BIPA): 54th PLENARY SESSION 
 
Introduction 
 

1. The 54th Plenary Session of the British Irish Parliamentary Assembly (BIPA) 
took place in the Newpark Hotel, Kilkenny, Ireland from Monday 17 July to 
Tuesday 18 July 2017. The Scottish Parliament was represented at the 
Kilkenny Plenary by John Scott MSP, Ross Greer MSP, James Dornan MSP, 
Gordon MacDonald MSP and Pauline McNeill MSP 

 
Themes 
 

2. The impact of Brexit on relations between Ireland and the United Kingdom 
formed, once again, the central theme of the plenary.  Other topics of 
discussion included youth engagement in the political process as well as 
issues affecting young people in Ireland and the UK.   

 
Plenary Summary 
 

3. The Plenary began with a welcome address by the Irish Minister of State at the 
Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, and former BIPA 
Member, John Paul Phelan TD, which focussed on British-Irish relations and 
Brexit. In his remarks, the Minister of State emphasised the Irish Government’s 
commitment to seeking to minimise the negative effects of Brexit for Ireland, 
for Irish-UK relations, and for the EU of which Ireland will continue to be a 
committed member.  He assured BIPA Members that in the negotiating 
directives, Ireland’s interests will be fully reflected, including a commitment to 
the Good Friday Agreement and working to avoid a hard border in Ireland.  
 

4. The Minister of State was followed by the British Ambassador to Ireland, His 
Excellency Robin Barnett who gave an update on the UK Government’s 
position regarding the Brexit negotiations and spoke of the importance of 
parliamentary links, through forums such as the BIPA, during the negotiating 
period and beyond. Both the Minister of State’s and Ambassador’s addresses 
were followed by questions from Assembly Members. 

  
5. Thereafter a panel discussion with representatives from the ‘National Youth 

Council of Ireland – Young Voices’ focusing on the topic of ‘Youth 
Empowerment for Political Participation’ was held. The discussion was led by 
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Youth Council Members Paul Dockery, Vanessa Mulhall and Carthach O 
Faolain, followed by a question and answer session with BIPA Members.  

 
6. Returning to the main theme of the plenary, Ireland’s EU Ombudsman, Emily 

O’Reilly, spoke of her office’s perspective on Brexit and the European Union 
(EU). As the watchdog of the EU institutions, agencies and bodies, the 
Ombudsman highlighted the work her office is undertaking to allow people to 
see, as much as is possible, who is attempting to influence the EU-UK 
negotiations and how the negotiations are being conducted.  In her comments 
the Ombudsman called for “greater transparency and freedom of information in 
the European institutions”. Her address was followed by questions from the 
floor. 

 
7. Returning to the second plenary theme of youth engagement there followed a 

panel discussion entitled, “Moving forward: issues affecting young people in 
Ireland and the UK today and their engagement with politics and society”.  On 
the panel were the following youth representatives: Mark McLaughlin, Youth 
Action Northern Ireland; Danielle Gayson, Youth Work Ireland; and Reece 
Harding, Scottish Youth Parliament. Following short presentations by panel 
members, questions were taken from the floor.  

 
8. The second day of Plenary began with progress updates from the four BIPA 

Committees: Committee A (Sovereign Matters), Committee B (European 
Affairs), Committee C (Economic Affairs) and Committee D (Environment and 
Social).  

 
9. Committee C (Economic Affairs) produced an Interim Report on the 

implications of Brexit for the Agri-Food Sector. The Committee is currently 
examining the opportunities and challenges of Brexit for the sector and will 
produce a final report at a later date. A copy of this report can be found on the 
BIPA website at the following location: http://www.britishirish.org/assets/com-
D/04-Interim-Agrifood-report-to-Commitee-copy.pdf  

 
10. Committee D (Environment and Social) presented and published its report on 

childhood obesity. It concluded that the increasing levels of childhood obesity 
poses one of the greatest challenges facing public health networks across the 
UK and Ireland and that this challenge requires a comprehensive government 
response. Copies of this report have been issued to the relevant Ministers of 
the governments of all BIPA jurisdictions, inviting responses to its main 
findings. A copy of this report  can be found on the BIPA website at  the 
following location: http://www.britishirish.org/assets/com-D/BIPA-Cttee-D-
Childhood-Obesity.pdf  

 
   

11. The final item on the agenda at the 54th plenary was an address by Professor 
Michael Marsh, Department of Political Science, Trinity College Dublin on 
‘The Perils of Political Polling’. Professor Marsh’s address was followed by a 
questions and answer session with Members of the Assembly. 
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Further Information 
 

12. The 55th plenary of the BIPA will be held in Liverpool on 16 and 17 October 
2017.  
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