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BRITISH IRISH PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY (BIPA): 55th PLENARY SESSION 
 
Introduction 
 

1. The 55th Plenary Session of the British Irish Parliamentary Assembly (BIPA) 
took place between Sunday 15 and Tuesday 17 October 2017 at the Hilton City 
Centre Hotel, Liverpool. The Scottish Parliament was represented at the 
Liverpool Plenary by Linda Fabiani MSP, John Scott MSP and Ross Greer 
MSP. 

 
Plenary Summary 
 

2. The Lord Mayor of Liverpool, Councillor Malcolm Kennedy, welcomed the 
presence of the Assembly in Liverpool for the very first time. He said that 
Liverpool was the pre-eminent Irish city of the United Kingdom. 

 
3. The first item of business was an address on the Irish Community in Liverpool 

by Greg Quiery, an expert on the history of Liverpool and in particular its Irish 
heritage. He responded to questions from Members after giving his address. 

 
4. Robin Walker MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary in the Department for Exiting 

the European Union, addressed the Assembly on the progress of negotiations 
between the United Kingdom and the European Union and answered many 
questions from Members on the impact Brexit might have on Ireland and on the 
Irish border. 

 
5. Chloe Smith MP, Parliamentary Secretary in the Northern Ireland Office, 

apologised that the Secretary of State, James Brokenshire MP, was unable to 
be present; she explained that he was engaged in talks on the future of the 
Northern Ireland Executive. She gave an address in which she spoke about the 
present political impasse and about the border. 

 
6. Daniel Mahoney, Deputy Director and Head of Economic Research at the 

Centre for Policy Studies, Seamus Nevin, Head of Policy Research (and policy 
lead on Northern Ireland) at the Institute of Directors and Dr John Whittaker of 
the Lancaster Business School and a member of Economists for Free Trade 
formed a panel to discuss the implications of Brexit for the economies of the 
United Kingdom and Ireland. After they had each made an initial statement, 
they answered questions from the floor of the Assembly. 
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7. This was followed by a debate on the following motion proposed by the Steering 

Committee, which was agreed to: 
 

This Assembly believes that the absence of a hard border in Ireland is 
necessary, recognises that there are different opinions on how to 
safeguard this achievement and calls for every effort to be made in the 
Brexit negotiations to achieve a positive, solution-focused outcome on 
this issue. 

 
8. The final agenda item of the day consisted of presentations, as had happened 

in Cardiff and Kilkenny, by representatives from youth organisations of the 
different jurisdictions. The Representatives were from UK Youth (Tamanna 
Miah), Youth Cymru (Kate Seary), Youth Scotland (Reece Harding), Youth 
Action Northern Ireland (Dale Simpson) and Youth Work Ireland (Fintan 
O’Dwyer). After making their initial statements, the youth Representatives 
responded to questions from the floor. 

 
9. Tuesday’s business began with an address by Eoin O’Neill, President of the 

British-Irish Chamber of Commerce, on the implications of Brexit for trade 
between the Irish Republic and the United Kingdom. He then answered 
questions from Members. 

 
10. This was followed by an address by Professor Peter Shirlow, Director and Chair 

of the Institute of Irish Studies at Liverpool University. Professor Shirlow used 
a PowerPoint presentation to illustrate his talk about political engagement 
among young people in Northern Ireland. He provided some new insights into 
the 2015 General Election in Northern Ireland. At the end of his presentation he 
answered a number of questions. 

 
11. The Chairs of Committees A, C and D reported on the work which their 

committees were undertaking while the Chair of Committee B, Andrew 
Rosindell MP, presented a summary of conclusions and recommendations from 
Committee B’s report on Brexit and British-Irish relations. This was agreed, and 
it was noted that a compilation of the evidence associated with the report would 
be published in due course. 

 
12. The final item of business was an address by Dr Kirsten Pullen, Chief Executive 

of the British and Irish Association of Zoos and Aquariums (BIAZA). Dr Pullen 
spoke about the work of BIAZA and explained that the best zoos and aquariums 
in Britain and Ireland were members of the Association. She used a PowerPoint 
presentation to illustrate her talk and then responded to questions. 

 
Further Information 
 

13. The 56th plenary of the BIPA will be held in Sligo on 15 and 16 June 2018.  
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