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BRITISH IRISH PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY (BIPA): 57th PLENARY SESSION 
 
Introduction 
 

1. The 57th Plenary Session of the British Irish Parliamentary Assembly (BIPA) 
took place between Sunday 21 October and Tuesday 23 October 2018 at the 
Canary Riverside Plaza Hotel in London Docklands and at Portcullis House, 
Westminster. The Scottish Parliament was represented at the London Plenary 
by Linda Fabiani MSP, Willie Coffey MSP, John Scott MSP, Pauline McNeill 
MSP and Ross Greer MSP. 

 
Plenary Summary 
 

2. The Assembly opened by recording with sadness the recent death of Seymour 
Crawford, a former Co-Chair of the Assembly. 

3. The Speaker of Tower Hamlets Council, Councillor Ayas Miah, welcomed the 
presence of the Assembly in London Docklands. Following this welcome, the 
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Karen Bradley MP, addressed the 
Assembly and then answered a range of questions from Members. She was 
followed by the Irish Ambassador to the United Kingdom, HE Adrian O’Neill, 
who gave a wide-ranging address on British-Irish relations and then answered 
questions from the floor. Both these speakers had to deal extensively with 
questions and concerns about the Irish border in the context of the UK’s 
decision to leave the European Union. 

4. Following the Panel Discussion at the Sligo plenary conference on ‘Women in 
Parliament Today’, the Assembly was delighted to hear an address by Maria 
Miller MP, Chair of the House of Commons Women and Equalities Committee, 
on the work of that committee. Ms Miller then answered questions from the 
floor.  

5. The afternoon session opened with an address by Dr Mari Takayanagi, Senior 
Archivist at the Houses of Parliament, on the impact of the Representation of 
the People Act 1918 on the Westminster Parliament. She illustrated her 
address with a PowerPoint presentation of statistics. 
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6. The next business was a debate on a motion proposed by Declan Breathnach 
TD on behalf of the Steering Committee as follows: 

That this Assembly takes note of the outcome of the European Council 
of 17-18 October [2018] and discussions on the Brexit negotiations; and 
reaffirms its resolution of 16 October 2017 which stated that the absence 
of a hard border in Ireland is necessary, recognises that there are 
different opinions on how to safeguard this achievement, and calls for 
every effort to be made in the Brexit negotiations to achieve a positive, 
solution-focussed outcome on this issue. 

7. Twenty-three members of the Assembly, from all the jurisdictions represented, 
spoke in the debate, after which the motion was agreed to. 

8. The session concluded with an address by Tony Lloyd MP, Shadow Secretary 
of State for Northern Ireland, who addressed two issues in his speech. The first 
was the absolute necessity to avoid a “hard border” between north and south. 
The Chief Constable of Northern Ireland had warned that re-introduction of 
border controls would result in increased criminal activity and violence. The 
second point was the issue of having had no functioning Executive in Northern 
Ireland for over a year. He stated that it was vital that an Executive should be 
formed as a matter of urgency. Mr Lloyd then answered questions from 
members.  

9. Progress reports were made by the Chairs of Committees A, B, C and D after 
which Darren Millar AM, Chair of Committee B, proposed the adoption of the 
Committee’s report on European Security Cooperation after Brexit. Mr Millar set 
out the main recommendations of the report which was agreed to without 
debate and was sent to the British, Irish and Devolved Governments. 

10. On the Tuesday of the conference, the Assembly moved from the Canary 
Riverside Plaza Hotel to Portcullis House, Westminster. The Speaker of the 
House of Commons, John Bercow MP, welcomed the conference to 
Westminster and said how pleased he was that the Assembly was meeting for 
the first time on the parliamentary estate.  

11. The Assembly then heard an address by Tom Tugendhat MP, Chairman of the 
House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee. Following his address, he 
answered questions from the floor. The Assembly had been expecting to hear 
an address by Michael Gove MP, Secretary of State for Food, Fisheries and 
Rural Affairs, but Mr Gove was detained in Cabinet discussions. 

12. Following the session in Portcullis House, the Assembly adjourned to enable it 
to pay tribute to all those who had died in the First World War. In 2014, the 
Assembly had visited Flanders to mark the centenary of the outbreak of war 
and it was thought fitting that the centenary of the Armistice should also be 
marked by the Assembly. The two Co-Chairs, Andrew Rosindell MP and Sean 
Crowe TD, laid wreaths beneath the South Window war memorial in 
Westminster Hall. The Speaker’s Chaplain, Rev Rose Hudson-Wilkin, and 
Father Mehall Lowry led the prayers. 
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Further Information 
 

13. The 58th Plenary of the BIPA will be held in County Wicklow, Ireland on 13 and 
14 May 2019.  
 

International Relations Office 
October 2018 

 
 
 


