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Passage of the Bill 

The Community Charge Debt (Scotland) Bill was introduced in the Parliament 
on 3 December 2014.  The Finance Committee was designated as the lead 
committee on the Bill.  The timetable for the Bill was severely truncated, 
although the Bill was not subject to the emergency procedure.  The Finance 
Committee took Stage 1 oral evidence on the general principles of the Bill on 
14 January 2015.  The Stage 1 debate took place on 29 January 2015.  Stage 
2 consideration took place on 4 February 2015, and the Bill was passed at 
Stage 3 on 19 February 2015. 

Purpose and objectives of the Bill 

The intention of the Bill was to end collection of community charge (more 
commonly known as “poll tax”) debts. 

Provisions of the Bill 

The Bill was for this single purpose and consisted of four sections. The Policy 
Memorandum made clear that the Bill does not apply to council tax debts, and 
that the Bill removes liability to pay community charge debt, rather than to 
make it illegal for local authorities to collect the debt. Historic community water 
charge debt will no longer be collectable, nor will fees and other financial 
outlays for community charge debt enforcement action, surcharges and civil 
penalties.  

The Scottish Government reached a financial settlement with local authorities, 
which reflects the outstanding amounts of community charge which local 
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authorities might have expected to collect through existing recovery 
arrangements, had their community charge collection operations continued.  

Parliamentary consideration 

The Bill process in the Parliament was very short, but during Stage 1 a 
number of issues were raised by the Finance Committee.  The Committee 
examined the possible impact on council tax collection rates of passing the 
Bill, and scrutinised the assumptions and data behind the settlement to local 
authorities.   

No amendments were lodged at Stage 2.  At Stage 3 one amendment was 
lodged, to place a duty on the Scottish Government to monitor and report on 
the impact of the Bill on collection of other local government taxes.  The 
amendment was moved, but disagreed to by division. 

The Bill was then passed on 19 February 2015 following the Stage 3 debate. 


