
 

1 

 
 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

Vol. 1, No. 28 Session 4 
 

Meeting of the Parliament 
 

Thursday 3 November 2011  
 

Note: (DT) signifies a decision taken at Decision Time. 
 
The meeting opened at 9.15 am. 
 
1.   Veterans: The Minister for Housing and Transport (Keith Brown) moved S4M-
01218—That the Parliament notes that, as the annual Remembrance Day 
commemorations take place across Scotland and as the ultimate sacrifice of those 
who fought and died in times of war in defence of the country’s freedoms and way of 
life is remembered with respect and honour, it is also fitting and appropriate to reflect 
on the needs and aspirations of Scotland’s veterans community, many of whom are 
injured mentally and physically; notes the initiatives and programmes developed and 
introduced by the Scottish Government to plan, coordinate and deliver support and 
advice services from the private, public and voluntary sectors for ex-service 
personnel, including a number of initiatives to strengthen the provision of and access 
to health, transport and housing services, and welcomes the UK Government’s 
commitment to the Military Covenant, a commitment that the Scottish Government 
fully endorses and the principles of which it will continue to build on for the veterans 
community in Scotland. 
 
Dr Richard Simpson moved amendment S4M-01218.1 to motion S4M-01218— 
 
After “physically” insert— 
 

“; notes that veterans of the regular and territorial services are affected and recognises the 
importance of supporting the families and children of all of those veterans; further recognises 
the historic and continuing value of supported employment for some disabled veterans”. 

 
After debate, the amendment was agreed to (DT)  
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The motion, as amended, was then agreed to (DT). 
 
Accordingly, the Parliament resolved—That the Parliament notes that, as the annual 
Remembrance Day commemorations take place across Scotland and as the ultimate 
sacrifice of those who fought and died in times of war in defence of the country’s 
freedoms and way of life is remembered with respect and honour, it is also fitting and 
appropriate to reflect on the needs and aspirations of Scotland’s veterans 
community, many of whom are injured mentally and physically; notes that veterans 
of the regular and territorial services are affected and recognises the importance of 
supporting the families and children of all of those veterans; further recognises the 
historic and continuing value of supported employment for some disabled veterans; 
notes the initiatives and programmes developed and introduced by the Scottish 
Government to plan, coordinate and deliver support and advice services from the 
private, public and voluntary sectors for ex-service personnel, including a number of 
initiatives to strengthen the provision of and access to health, transport and housing 
services, and welcomes the UK Government’s commitment to the Military Covenant, 
a commitment that the Scottish Government fully endorses and the principles of 
which it will continue to build on for the veterans community in Scotland  
 
2.   General Question Time:  Questions were answered by Cabinet Secretaries and 
Ministers. 
 
3.   First Minister’s Question Time: Questions were answered by the Deputy First 
Minister (Nicola Sturgeon). 
 
4.   Themed Question Time: Questions on Education and Lifelong Learning, were 
answered by Cabinet Secretaries and Ministers. 
 
5.   Report on the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening 
Communications (Scotland) Bill at Stage 2: Christine Grahame, on behalf of the 
Justice Committee, moved S4M-01170—That the Parliament notes the Justice 
Committee’s 1st Report, 2011 (Session 4): Report on the Offensive Behaviour at 
Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill at Stage 2 (SP Paper 21). 
 
James Kelly moved amendment S4M-01170.1 to motion S4M-01170— 
 
Insert at end— 
 

“; further notes the number of verbal and written submissions that raised concerns about the 
bill; believes that the Scottish Government has failed to make the case for the requirement for 
new offences contained in the bill, that it lacks clarity, would lead to confusion, be difficult to 
enforce if implemented and cannot be supported, and believes that a more proportionate 
response to dealing with the problems in relation to Scottish football would be to give greater 
consideration to the use of existing laws, to work with football authorities and promote positive 
interventions in communities and the education system.” 
 

 
Motion without Notice: Alison McInnes moved without notice that, under Rule 
8.14.3, the debate be extended for 10 minutes.  The motion was agreed to. 
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After debate, the amendment was disagreed to ((DT) by division: For 53, Against 64, 
Abstentions 0). 
 
The motion was then agreed to (DT). 
 
6.   Designation of Lead Committee: Bruce Crawford, on behalf of the 
Parliamentary Bureau, moved S4M-01235—That the Parliament agrees that the 
Health and Sport Committee be designated as the lead committee, and that the 
Local Government and Regeneration Committee and the Infrastructure and Capital 
Investment Committee be designated as secondary committees, in consideration of 
the legislative consent memorandum on the Welfare Reform Bill 2010-11. 
 
The motion was agreed to (DT). 
 
7.   Decision Time: The Parliament took decisions on items 1, 5 and 6 as noted 
above. 
 
8.   Nail the Rogues Campaign: The Parliament debated S4M-00695 in the name 
of James Kelly—That the Parliament believes that rogue traders have a significant 
impact on consumer rights and the informal economy in Rutherglen, Cambuslang 
and Blantyre and the rest of Scotland; notes, with concern, the recent figures 
released by the Office of Fair Trading showing that issues regarding home 
improvement work continue to be at the top of the list of complaints about rogue 
traders; further notes that, last year, Consumer Direct received more than 13,000 
complaints concerning uninvited traders, almost half of which related to home 
maintenance work; is concerned that rogue traders have frequently been reported to 
offer services at what appear to be attractive rates and use persuasive sales 
techniques to pressure people into making hasty decisions; believes that older 
people and vulnerable groups are particularly exposed to the dangers of rogue 
traders, and commends the Federation of Master Builders Scotland, in conjunction 
with Trading Standards, for running the campaign, Nail the Rogues, in order to raise 
awareness of the dangers of rogue and dishonest traders, to offer advice for 
avoiding them and to provide information on how to find reputable traders. 
 
The meeting closed at 5.50 pm. 
 

P E Grice 
Clerk of the Parliament 

3 November 2011 
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Appendix 
(Note: this Appendix does not form part of the Minutes) 

 
Subordinate Legislation 

Affirmative instruments 

The following instrument was laid before the Parliament on 3 November 2011 and is 
subject to the affirmative procedure— 

Climate Change (Limit on Carbon Units) (Scotland) Order 2011 [draft] 
laid under section 96 of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 
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