
Thursday 10 January 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Health and Social Care 

Stuart McMillan (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many women have been diagnosed with asbestos-related conditions in each of the last five years, 
broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-11855) 

Michael Matheson: It is not possible to answer the question fully from central records. It is likely 
that asbestos related conditions may have been diagnosed in a range of clinical settings (e.g. primary 
care, by a GP; or secondary care, at an outpatient appointment clinic or after admission to hospital). 

The following table shows the number of first hospital admissions with asbestos-related conditions 
for each of the last five financial years, broken down by NHS board of residence. 

Number of women with a first hospital admission
1
 for an asbestos-related condition

2
 in each of the last 

five financial years; by NHS board of residence. 

Health Board of 
Residence 

2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

NHS Ayrshire and 
Arran 4 4 3 1 2 

NHS Borders - - 1 - - 

NHS Dumfries and 
Galloway 1 2 - - - 

NHS Fife 4 4 - 3 3 

NHS Forth Valley 2 2 - - - 

NHS Grampian 1 3 3 5 1 

NHS Greater Glasgow 
and Clyde 13 14 21 26 23 

NHS Highland 2 - 5 5 - 

NHS Lanarkshire 1 5 5 4 4 

NHS Lothian 1 5 8 2 3 

NHS Orkney Islands - - 1 - - 

NHS Shetland Islands - - - 1 - 

NHS Tayside 3 3 2 2 - 

NHS Western Isles - - - - - 

Other
3
 1 - - - 1 

Scotland 33 57 49 49 37 

Source:ISD Scotland SMR01. 
Notes: 
1. Incidence count looks for a patient’s first admission with the specified diagnosis within a given time 
period. The incidence table is based on a five year incidence look back period. 
2. Asbestos related conditions have been identified where the following ICD10 diagnostic codes 
appear on patients’ hospital records: 
J61 - Pneumoconiosis due to asbestos and other mineral fibres 
C45 – Mesothelioma 
J92.0 - Pleural plaque with presence of asbestos 
3. Other includes unknown, England/Wales/Northern Ireland, outside the UK, no fixed abode. 

Learning and Justice 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S4W-10915 by Aileen Campbell on 21 November 2012, whether it will provide 
the information that was requested. 

 (S4W-11853) 



Aileen Campbell: I refer the member to the letter issued on 19 December 2012 informing her that 
the answer given to S4W-10915 was a duplicate answer to that in S4W-10928. The answer to S4W-
10915 should have read: 

The Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service have an operational database which can identify 
specific criminal offences. However, any offences which could constitute “child abuse” and “child 
sexual exploitation” could be charged under a number of different criminal offences, both at common 
law and under statute. 

It is therefore, not possible to identify the number of prosecutions there have been which relate to 
child abuse and child sexual exploitation. Similarly, it is not possible to determine whether an offence 
was committed as part of ritual abuse or whether there is any link to religion without checking the 
specific details of an individual case. 

The official record has now been corrected. 

 


