
Tuesday 15 January 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Finance 

 Gil Paterson (Clydebank and Milngavie) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the outstanding PPP/PFI liability is for each local authority. 

 (S4W-11783) 

Nicola Sturgeon: This information is available from the Scottish Government website under “Unitary 
Payment Charges” by way of the following link www.scotland.gov.uk. 

Governance and Communities 

Alex Johnstone (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much has been paid in fees by private landlords since the private landlord 
registration scheme was introduced. 

 (S4W-11824) 

Margaret Burgess: Since 2006, £11.2 million has been paid by landlords making online fee 
payments to local authorities. There are approximately 197,709 approved landlord registrations in 
Scotland. Each landlord is obliged to pay a registration fee of £55 every three years and an additional 
£11 for every property they let. 

 

 Alex Johnstone (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many prosecutions there have been for breaches of the private landlord 
registration scheme. 

 (S4W-11825) 

Margaret Burgess: Responsibility for administration of the Landlord Registration scheme rests with 
local authorities. The Scottish Government monitors local authority Landlord Registration enforcement 
activity, and since January 2011 there have been 11 cases reported to the procurator fiscal. We do 
not, however, hold information on the number of prosecutions. 

Local authorities undertake a range of work to pro-actively enforce Landlord Registration and 
improve standards. For example, in 2012, there have been 4,137 late application fees applied, 411 
rent penalty notices served and 40 landlords have been refused registration. 

 

Fiona McLeod (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what recent discussions it has had with the house building sector on how to increase the 
supply of private sector housing for older people.  

                      (S4W-11827) 

Margaret Burgess: The house building industry body Homes for Scotland is represented on the 
working group established to support development of Age, Home and Community: A Strategy for 
Housing for Scotland's Older People: 2012 - 2021, published in December 2011, and its subsequent 
delivery. 

Ministers and officials meet regularly with Homes for Scotland and other representatives of the 
house building industry to discuss a range of issues of relevance to housing supply. 

 

Fiona McLeod (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what guidance it provides to local authorities regarding the provision of affordable 
housing as part of new specialist housing developments for older people.  

 (S4W-11828) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/Finance/18232/12308


Margaret Burgess: The Housing (Scotland) Act 2001 places a statutory requirement on local 
authorities to prepare a local housing strategy (LHS) supported by a housing need and demand 
assessment (HNDA). The Scottish Government provides both HNDA and LHS guidance which makes 
clear the need to quantify and fully consider the specific needs of older people. 

Health and Social Care 

 Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when NHS Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde will report on the findings of its review of the fall in the number of pregnancies 
arising from IVF treatment at the Glasgow Assisted Conception Unit between September and 
November 2012 and when this will be made public. 

 (S4W-12116) 

Michael Matheson: This is a matter for NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde to respond to. 

Transport Scotland 

 Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S4W-3616 by Keith Brown on 7 November 2011, what its position is on the findings 
regarding the Glasgow to Edinburgh via Shotts railway line that were set out in Network Rail’s 
recently-published strategic business plan and whether the Office of the Rail Regulation is still 
expected to publish its determination on the route in October 2013. 

 (S4W-12151) 

Keith Brown: We note Network Rail’s publication of their strategic business plan for Scotland, which 
contains its proposals for a range of improvements, including the electrification of the Edinburgh to 
Glasgow via Shotts railway line. The publication represents an important industry milestone and the 
inclusion of the electrification of the Shotts route is consistent with the requirements as set out in our 
high level output specification, published in June 2012. 

As this is just one step in the regulatory process, we look forward to the Office of Rail Regulation’s 
review and challenge of these overall plans. In the meantime, we will continue to work with our 
industry partners to ensure that effective delivery plans are in place and that the cost for these plans 
are robust and affordable. 

The Office of Rail Regulation will publish its final determination of the outputs, funding and wider 
regulatory framework for control period five in October 2013. 

 


