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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many local authorities have requested assistance to implement flood 
defence schemes. 

 (S4W-11797) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Funding for flood risk management is included in the General Capital Grant to 
local authorities and is valued at £42 million per annum in each year of the current spending review. In 
agreement with COSLA it was separately identified, and local authorities can now bid for funding for 
flood protection schemes in excess of £2 million. Eight local authorities submitted applications in the 
first round; only three of which met the funding criteria agreed by COSLA and the Scottish 
Government. The three schemes with the estimated costs at the time of application are: 
Highland - River Ness (Tidal Section) Flood Prevention Scheme (£22 million) 
Moray - Forres (River Findhorn & Pilmuir) Flood Prevention Schemes (£44 million) 
Scottish Borders - Galashiels (Plumtree, Wilderhaugh & Netherdale) Flood Prevention Scheme (£3.6 
million). 
A further round will be announced in 2013. 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of flooding risks to communities.  

 (S4W-11798) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA) published the first ever 
National Flood Risk Assessment (NFRA) in December 2011. The NFRA pulls together all the latest 
information relating to the sources and impacts of flooding, and is a major step forward in 
understanding the risk of flooding across the whole of Scotland. This is the first step in delivering a 
new risk-based approach to flood management in Scotland. The assessment covered flooding from 
rivers, groundwater and the sea, as well as flooding caused when heavy rainfall cannot enter the 
drainage system or the river network. The likelihood of flooding was considered alongside the 
estimated impact on people, the economy and the environment. This combined understanding of 
where flooding is likely to occur and the impact when it does, will allow us to target efforts in managing 
the future risks to people and property. 

Based on the National Flood Risk Assessment, SEPA has identified 243 Potentially Vulnerable 
Areas (PVAs) where the potential impact of flooding is sufficient to justify further assessment and 
appraisal of flood risk management actions. The setting of objectives and appraisal of actions within 
the PVAs will form the basis on which local authorities, Scottish Water and SEPA develop long-term 
and sustainable flood risk management plans. 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much funding it has made available to local authorities to build flood 
defence schemes in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-11799) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Flood and Coast Protection budgets for 2001-02 to 2007-08 as detailed in 
the Spring Budget Revision each year are: 

Year* Budget (£m) 

2001-02 0.6 

2002-03 1.2 

2003-04 2.0 

2004-05 10.8 

2005-06 6.4 

2006-07 14.8 

2007-08 38.9 

* No information is available for earlier years. 



In order to provide local authorities with the maximum flexibility, specific funding for flood/coast 
protection was replaced in 2008 with a General Capital Grant. Following representations from local 
authorities about funding of large scale flood protection schemes, the Scottish Government and 
COSLA agreed that for the 2012-15 spending review period, the flooding component of the general 
capital grant should be targeted towards major projects. The distribution of this is being agreed 
between COSLA and the Scottish Government. 

Local authorities can apply for this funding on the basis of criteria agreed by the Scottish 
Government and COSLA. A total of £73 million was available in this spending review period, on top of 
the £53 million funding that was allocated to existing projects and included within local authorities’ 
General Capital Grant allocations. Local authorities are free to allocate additional resources to flooding 
from within the overall funding provided to them by the Scottish Government and from within their own 
resources. 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what institution 
will act as (a) lender of last resort and (b) financial regulator in the event of Scotland separating from 
the rest of the UK and what agreement has been reached with the institution in this regard. 

 (S4W-11975) 

John Swinney: As I set out in my speech to the David Hume Institute on 2 February 2012, our 
proposal is to maintain the Bank of England as the central bank as part of a formal monetary union. 

The Fiscal Commission Working Group is continuing its work to oversee the development of a 
robust macroeconomic and fiscal framework for an independent Scotland, which includes proposals 
for financial stability, and will be publishing its recommendations shortly. 

Under the Edinburgh Agreement, the Scottish and UK Governments are committed to continue to 
work together constructively in the light of the outcome of the referendum, whatever it is, in the best 
interests of the people of Scotland and of the rest of the United Kingdom. The Scottish Government 
engages in discussions with the UK Government and UK bodies on a regular basis about matters of 
relevance to Scotland. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in the event of 
Scotland separating from the rest of the United Kingdom, what conditions it expects that the UK 
Government or the Bank of England would attach to a formal currency pact with Scotland; whether 
any conditions would be unacceptable to the Scottish Government, and what contingency would exist 
for such a case. 

 (S4W-12023) 

John Swinney: The Fiscal Commission Working Group is continuing its work to oversee the 
development of a robust macroeconomic and fiscal framework for an independent Scotland, and will 
be publishing its recommendations shortly. 

Under the Edinburgh Agreement, the Scottish and UK Governments are committed to continue to 
work together constructively in the light of the outcome of the referendum, whatever it is, in the best 
interests of the people of Scotland and of the rest of the United Kingdom. 

Governance and Communities 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S4W-10835 by Paul Wheelhouse on 12 November 2012, what progress has 
been made on securing the £200 million per annum funding to improve the energy efficiency of 
Scotland’s homes and tackle fuel poverty. 

 (S4W-11795) 

Margaret Burgess: From 2013-14 the Scottish Government will make available £65 million for the 
National Retrofit Programme (NRP). In addition we anticipate that contributions from the utility 
companies will bring the total investment to around £200 million. We are continuing to have 
discussions with the six obligated suppliers to ensure Scotland gets its fair share of their investment. 

Our recent announcement of the successful NRP “go early” pilots demonstrates that positive activity 
is underway even before the April opening of the scheme. Scottish Government funding of £3.5 million 



is levering in almost £13 million in energy company funds as part of contracts with Councils and 
housing associations worth £27 million. As well as protecting an estimated 150 jobs over the winter. 
These pilots will improve the energy efficiency of 2,200 homes. 

Officials also continue to have discussions with local authorities and COSLA about the 
arrangements for next financial year. The pilot schemes demonstrate positive Council engagement 
and we would encourage authorities to continue to develop their plans for next year and their 
constructive dialogue with energy companies. 

Christina McKelvie (Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what criteria Home Energy Scotland uses to categorise storage heaters as a 
form of central heating under the Energy Assistance Package. 

 (S4W-11815) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The term "electric storage heater" is defined in the Home Energy Assistance 
Scheme (Scotland) Regulations 2009 (as in force) and includes: 
A free-standing storage heater. 
An electric fan-assisted storage warm air system. 
An electric wired underfloor heating system, set in a solid floor or floors. 

An electric ceiling heating system. 
The regulations also require that, to constitute a central heating system for the purposes of the 

Energy Assistance Package, there need to be a series of electric storage heaters controlled from one 
central point providing warmth to two or more rooms in the dwelling. So, for example, a single storage 
heater would not constitute a central heating system. 

Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment it has made of the impact of the UK Government’s proposed under occupancy penalty on 
the socially rented sector in Scotland. 

 (S4W-11816) 

Margaret Burgess: Our latest estimate of the overall impact is that: 
105,000 households will be affected by the under occupancy penalty. Of these, 83,000 will be under-
occupying by one bedroom and the remaining 22,000 by two or more rooms. With around 586,000 
households in the social rented sector, we therefore estimate that 18% of all households in the sector 
will be affected. The average weekly loss in 2012-13 prices will be between £11 and £12 per week. 
Each of the following published papers provides detailed analysis on the under occupancy penalty:- 
Initial impact assessment of the under occupation policy, including the availability of alternative 
accommodation. 
Analysis of the potential impact on different types of social landlord, household and area. 
Scenario modelling and economic impacts of the under occupation policy in Scotland. 
These, together with other analytical papers on housing benefit reform, are available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-demand/chma/Benefitchanges. 

 

Alex Johnstone (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 

Scottish Government how much it cost to develop the Private Landlord Registration Scheme. 

 

(S4W-11822) 

Margaret Burgess: Responsibility for administration of the Landlord Registration Scheme rests with 

local authorities. To help meet the start up costs associated with delivery of the scheme, the Scottish 

Government made a total of £5.2 million of grant funding available to local authorities between 

February 2006 and March 2008. 
 

Alex Johnstone (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much it costs to administer the private landlord registration scheme. 

 (S4W-11823) 

Margaret Burgess: It is not possible to provide an exact figure for the total annual running costs of 
the landlord registration scheme as responsibility for administration of the scheme rests with local 
authorities. The Scottish Government provides the national Landlord Registration website and enables 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/supply-demand/chma/Benefitchanges


transfer of online fee payments from landlords to local authorities. The cost for these services for 
2011-12 was £293,000. 

The 2011 independent review of landlord registration carried out by DTZ Consultants reported that, 
for some local authorities, the costs of administering and enforcing landlord registration are absorbed 
by the wider department from which it is administered. The Review found that only 13 of 24 local 
authorities who responded to questions on fee administration were able to provide an indication of the 
total budget provided for landlord registration. 

A stakeholder working group has been established to develop an action plan to address the review’s 
recommendations. As part of this process, the group will review whether the cost of administering the 
scheme is accurately reflected in the current fee structure. 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what information it has on how many people in Scotland under 25 are in receipt of housing benefit and 
how many of them have dependent children. 

 (S4W-11854) 

Margaret Burgess: There are an estimated 34,880 households in Scotland in receipt of housing 
benefit where the main claimant is under 25 years of age. Of these, an estimated 17,100 (49%) have 
dependent children. 

As housing benefit is currently reserved to the UK Government, these estimates use datasets 
provided to the Scottish Government by the UK Department for Work and Pensions. 

Health and Social Care 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-11036 by Michael Matheson on 22 
November 2012, what information it has regarding whether additional processes were introduced by 
the (a) Medical and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency and (b) Commission on Human 
Medicines  to ensure the quality, efficacy and safety of the measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) 
vaccine in light of the litigation initiated between 1992 and 2003 regarding its safety. 

 (S4W-11921) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government does not hold this information. 

The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) is the government agency that 
has responsibility for the regulation of medicinal products including vaccines in the UK. The MHRA has 
robust procedures in place to continually review the safety of vaccines on an on-going basis and 
where any new evidence is presented, the Scottish Government will consider this as a priority. Further 
safety information can be obtained from www.mhra.gov.uk. 

Learning and Justice 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what assistance its 
agencies provide to support training for long-term unemployed people engaged in the Department for 
Work and Pensions Work Programme. 

 (S4W-11901) 

Angela Constance: In order to avoid duplication of funding for single episodes of learning, and in 
order to maximise the number of individuals supported, Scottish Government Agencies do not fund 
training for long term unemployed people already engaged in the Department for Work and Pensions 
Work Programme. 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what changes it has made to the teaching of history in secondary schools since 2007. 

 (S4O-1696) 

Alasdair Allan: Curriculum for Excellence is giving educators the flexibility to teach history in 
creative and engaging ways. Children and young people are able to learn in a wide range of contexts; 
Scottish, British, European and worldwide and this breadth is reflected in all national qualifications in 
history. 

www.mhra.gov.uk


To ensure there is a proper focus on the changes that have shaped Scotland, a required unit on 
Scottish history has been part of the Higher History qualification since 2010-11. This approach is being 
extended to the new National 4 and 5 qualifications from 2013-14. 

The teaching and learning of history is thriving, and we have seen a 20% increase in uptake of 
Higher History since 2007. 

 

Marco Biagi (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many modern apprenticeship starts there were in Edinburgh in the most recent year for which 
information is available and how this compares with 2006-07. 

 (S4O-1697) 

Angela Constance: In 2011-12 there were 1,618 modern apprenticeship starts in the City of 
Edinburgh Council area and in 2006-07 there were 1,031 starts. 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the 

waiting list figures for Cumbernauld College will be published. 

 (S4O-1698) 

Michael Russell: As I explained to Drew Smith on 16 January 2013 (Official Report c.15508), an 
update has been placed in SPICE today (Bib. number 54653). The audit looked a sample of seven 
colleges including Cumbernauld College. 

Even at this interim stage it is clear that, in a very large number of cases, those who appear on so-
called “waiting lists” are not in fact waiting to enter the course at all, either because they have taken up 
another course, failed to gain the entrance qualification, moved into employment or chosen some 
other option. 

John Pentland (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
further to the answer to question S4W-11364 by Michael Russell on 13 December 2012, when the 
2011-12 figures for S5 and S6 pupils studying part-time on Dominant Programme Group 18 courses or 
as Extended Learning Support students will be made available.  

 (S4W-11877) 

Michael Russell: 2011-12 college data will be published in March 2013 by the Scottish Funding 
Council. 

John Pentland (Motherwell and Wishaw) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
further to the answer to question S4W-11364 by Michael Russell on 13 December 2012, how many S5 
and S6 pupils are currently studying part-time at college on Dominant Programme Group courses or 
as extended learning support students. 

 (S4W-11878) 

Michael Russell: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-11364 on 13 December 2012. 
It provided figures on these students using the most up-to-date data available. The latest available 
data is for 2010-11. The 2011-12 data will be published in March 2013 by the Scottish Funding 
Council. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the 
search facility for which can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what contribution it 
makes to the costs of training for those participating in the Department for Work and Pensions Work 
Programme. 

 (S4W-11899) 

Angela Constance: The Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) has given Work Programme 
contracted service providers complete autonomy to decide how best to support participants. The 
Scottish Government does not contribute to the costs of training for those participating in the Work 
Programme, instead focussing its funding on individuals prior to Work Programme eligibility. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it will take to reduce the increasing number of fire incidents reported in the home. 

 (S4W-12146) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The latest Fire Statistics Scotland 2011-12 publication presents the 
number of dwelling fires over the last 10 years. They have in fact been declining since 2008-09. 
Details are as follows: 

Fires by location, 2002-03 to 2011-12
p
 - Scotland

1 

Number of Primary Fires 

Year Dwellings 

2002-03
2
 7,875 

2003-04 8,131 

2004-05 7,048 

2005-06 7,061 

2006-07 6,963 

2007-08 6,666 

2008-09 6,705 

2009-10
r
 6,573 

2010-11
r
 6,300 

2011-12
p
 6,149 

Notes: 
p – provisional. 
r – revised. 
1 – figures before 2009-10 for primary fires are based on sample data weighted to Fire and Rescue 
Service totals. 
2 – does not include incidents that occurred during national industrial action in November 2002, 
January 2003 and February 2003. 

Fire prevention and protection activity over recent years has been key to reducing the number of fires, 
casualties and losses in Scotland. These activities remain strategic priorities. The Fire and Rescue 
Framework for Scotland 2013, which is currently under consultation, proposes that the new Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Service will have a duty to promote fire safety at national and local levels. This 
includes the continued promotion of Home Fire Safety Visits aimed at helping vulnerable people 
protect their homes. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government further to the statement by the Deputy First Minister on 13 December 2012 (Official 
Report, c.14759), whether it is its intention to negotiate an opt-out from the Schengen Agreement in 
the event of Scotland separating from the rest of the United Kingdom. 

 (S4W-11890) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scottish Ministers have outlined their intention to remain as part of the common 
travel area and outside Schengen, in an independent Scotland. Following a ‘yes’ vote in 2014, a 
process of negotiation will take place with the UK government on the transfer of powers to an 
independent Scottish Parliament. In parallel to negotiations with the UK government, it would be our 
intention to negotiate the terms of an independent Scotland’s continuing membership of the EU. This 
has long been made clear by the Scottish Government in Choosing Scotland’s Future in 2007, in Your 
Scotland, Your Voice in 2009 and in Your Scotland, Your Referendum in 2012. 

Under paragraph 30 of the Edinburgh Agreement the UK Government and the Scottish Government 
have committed to continue to work together constructively in the light of the outcome of the 
Referendum, whatever it is, in the best interests of the people of Scotland and of the rest of the United 
Kingdom. 



Transport Scotland 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether Serco NorthLink's contract allows it to change the length of the (a) peak and (b) low season. 

 (S4W-12118) 

Keith Brown: The peak and low season periods established under the current Northern Isles ferry 
services contract were included in Serco’s original tender bid proposals. Therefore, the current 
contract has not been subjected to any variation in this regard. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether Serco NorthLink’s decision to increase the length of the peak season by two weeks and 
decrease the low season by one constitutes an additional increase in fares above the expected annual 
increase. 

 (S4W-12119) 

Keith Brown: In developing their peak and off-peak timetables for their Northern Isles ferry services 
tender, all bidders, including Serco, were required to analyse current and projected future demand and 
to design a timetable structure to meet and manage this demand. Under the new contract, timetables 
periods now differ from what was previously in place with the aim of meeting the demand increases 
that result from tourism and holidays. 

In their bid for the Northern Isles contract, Serco met the requirement that, over the tariff year, tariffs 
must average to the relevant previously published tariff for each category. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what communications it has had with Serco North Link regarding its plans to (a) extend the peak 
season and (b) reduce low fare periods in 2013. 

 (S4W-12120) 

Keith Brown: In developing proposed peak and off-peak timetables for their Northern Isles ferry 
services tenders, all bidders were required by the Scottish Government to analyse current and 
projected future demand and to design a timetable structure to meet and manage this demand. The 
proposals put forward by Serco and all other bidders were discussed with Transport Scotland’s tender 
evaluation team during the procurement exercise. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
further to the answer to question S4W-09951 by Keith Brown on 24 October 2012, whether it has 
received a report and recommendation regarding the proposed Rosyth international container terminal 
from the Directorate for Planning and Environmental Appeals and, if not, when it expects to. 

 (S4W-12176) 

Keith Brown: A report was received from the Directorate for Planning and Environmental Appeals 
on 31 December 2012. 

 


