
Thursday 17 January 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government further to the answer to question S4W-11554 by Richard Lochhead on 11 
December 2012, what its position is on the decline in dairy (a) cow and (b) herd numbers in each area. 

 (S4W-12114) 

Richard Lochhead: The decline in cow and herd numbers in these parishes is in line with the 
national trend over the same period, demonstrating a move toward more specialised dairy enterprises 
which allows farmers to achieve production efficiencies and economies of scale. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government how it supports dairy farmers (a) with and (b) wanting to establish small 
herds.  

 (S4W-12115) 

Richard Lochhead: A number of measures to provide support for dairy farmers can be accessed 
through the Scotland Rural Development Programme (SRDP). This includes support to dairy farmers 
through Less Favoured Area Support Scheme payments to those in the ring fenced dairy area which 
are likely to have smaller herds. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
addresses rises in the cost of imported animal feeds. 

 (S4W-12148) 

Richard Lochhead: Animal feedstuffs are a globally traded commodity product. The price of animal 
feed is commercially driven and determined by the supply and demand balance on world markets. It is 
up to livestock farmers and their business advisors to factor in input cost volatility and risk when 
preparing their forward business plans. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government when the 
Scottish Grocery Retailers' Forum last met and whether the minutes of that meeting will be published. 

 (S4W-12189) 

Richard Lochhead: The last meeting of the Scottish Grocery Retailers’ Forum was on 2 May 2012. 
The agenda and minutes from this meeting can be accessed at:  
 http://scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/Food-Industry/retailing/May12-minutes. 
 We are also due to meet with them again next month. 

Governance and Communities 

Hanzala Malik (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether its Race 
Equality Statement will be updated. 

 (S4O-1708) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government’s 2008-11 Race Equality Statement set out our approach to 
race equality. We are currently considering our approach to race equality over the next three years. 
Our current thinking will be published in April and we will work with stakeholders and publish a Race 
Equality Statement at the end of the summer. This will provide more detail on our plans and will 
coincide with the autumn budget considerations. 

 

http://scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/Food-Industry/retailing/May12-minutes


Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how the 
forthcoming National Planning Framework three and the revised Scottish Planning Policy will ensure 
that Scotland's ecosystems can continue to provide the services on which the economy depends. 

 (S4W-11871) 

Derek Mackay: The National Planning Framework (NPF) and Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) play 
key roles in delivering economic growth in a balanced and sustainable way. We are currently 
considering responses to the engagement on potential revisions to both documents. 

The findings of the statutory strategic environmental assessment will be set out in an environmental 
report, which will be published for public consultation alongside the main issues report for Scotland’s 
third NPF and the Draft SPP in March 2013. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will legislate to replace the council tax with a local income tax. 

 (S4W-11911) 

John Swinney: Ministers consider the council tax to be unfair and have committed to freezing the 
tax for the duration of this Parliament to support hard pressed households. The Scottish Government 
will consult with others to produce a fairer local tax based on ability to pay later in this Parliament. 

 

Michael McMahon (Uddingston and Bellshill) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it plans to amend the council tax prior to introducing a local income tax. 

 (S4W-11912) 

John Swinney: Ministers consider the council tax to be unfair and have committed to freezing the 
tax for the duration of this Parliament to support hard pressed households. The Scottish Government 
will consult with others to produce a fairer local tax based on ability to pay later in this Parliament. In 
the meantime, we are taking forward a number of changes to council tax. The recent Local 
Government Finance (Unoccupied Properties etc.) (Scotland) Bill 2012 allows variations of council tax 
levels to encourage better use of long term empty properties. Regulations to implement these changes 
are currently being considered by Parliament. 

The Council Tax Reduction (Scotland) Regulations 2012 and the Council Tax Reduction (State 
Pension Credit) (Scotland) Regulations 2012 will also introduce new reductions offering support to 
those currently entitled to Council Tax Benefit from 1 April this year. 

Finally, ministers will also bring forward proposals to further exempt some students from council tax 
as set out in our Manifesto. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people it has invited to join the Expert Working Group on Welfare and what 
proportion (a) was women and (b) has an income in the lower five deciles of Scottish incomes. 

 (S4W-12101) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Five people with expertise in public sector delivery, social policy, accountancy 
and economics have been appointed to the Expert Working Group on Welfare. One woman has been 
appointed to the Group. Information on income was not sought. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consideration it gave to appointing (a) women and (b) people with incomes in the 
lower five deciles of Scottish incomes to the Expert Working Group on Welfare. 

 (S4W-12102) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12101 on 17 January 2013 All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 



http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has provided a definition of Scottish values to the Expert Working Group on 
Welfare. 

 (S4W-12103) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scottish Ministers have set out their vision on welfare in an independent Scotland 
in Your Scotland, Your Voice and in Working for Scotland: The Government’s Programme for Scotland 
2012-13. Opportunities for debate on the principles and values that should underpin welfare in an 
independent Scotland will be created through a programme of wider stakeholder engagement. 

We established the Expert Working Group on Welfare to review and provide assurance on work 
being undertaken by the Scottish Government on the cost of benefit payments in an independent 
Scotland and the delivery of those payments in an independent Scotland. The group will seek to 
acquire further information from the UK Government as appropriate. 

The group will also offer views on what aspects of the UK Government’s current reforms to working-
age benefits should be an immediate priority for change in an independent Scotland. 

The full remit of the group and other information on appointments, meetings, expenses and 
members can be accessed at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/welfarereform/EXPERTWORKINGGROUPONWELFARE. 
The conclusions of the group will be submitted to Scottish Ministers in May 2013 and will be published 
shortly thereafter. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the Expert Working Group on Welfare will define Scottish values in its final 
report. 

 (S4W-12104) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12103 on 17 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it arrived at the definition of Scottish values to be used by the Expert Working Group 
on Welfare. 

 (S4W-12105) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12103 on 17 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what statistical evidence it used to construct the definition of Scottish values to be used 
by the Expert Working Group on Welfare. 

 (S4W-12106) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12103 on 17 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/welfarereform/EXPERTWORKINGGROUPONWELFARE
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in considering the definition of Scottish values to be used by the Expert Working Group 
on Welfare, what values held by people in other countries it (a) assessed and (b) considered inferior to 
those proposed. 

 (S4W-12107) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12103 on 17 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will publish the terms of reference of the Expert Working Group on Welfare. 

 (S4W-12108) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12103 on 17 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will publish the letters of appointment issued to the members of the Expert 
Working Group on Welfare. 

 (S4W-12109) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12103 on 17 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the Expert Working Group on Welfare has been asked to use the welfare system 
in place prior to May 2010 as a baseline. 

 (S4W-12110) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12103 on 17 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the Expert Working Group on Welfare has been asked to consider which 
elements of the Welfare Reform Act 2012 should be reversed. 

 (S4W-12111) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12103 on 17 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the Expert Working Group on Welfare has been asked to recommend which 
elements of the £2.5 billion in reductions referred to in its news release of 6 January 2012, A welfare 
system for Scotland, should be reversed. 
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 (S4W-12112) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12103 on 17 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the Expert Working Group on Welfare will consider the tax credits system. 

 (S4W-12113) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12103 on 17 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
recommendations of the Expert Working Group on Welfare will be fully costed. 

 (S4W-12125) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12103 on 17 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the remit of 
the Expert Working Group on Welfare includes currently devolved benefits. 

 (S4W-12126) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12103 on 17 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the remit of 
the Expert Working Group on Welfare includes the abolition or reform of current welfare benefits. 

 (S4W-12127) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12103 on 17 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the Expert 
Working Group on Welfare has been asked to recommend new benefits. 

 (S4W-12128) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12103 on 17 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the report of the 
Expert Working Group on Welfare will be made public. 
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 (S4W-12129) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12103 on 17 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it 
had with (a) the Scottish Campaign on Welfare Reform, (b) SCVO and (c) COSLA prior to the 
establishment of the Expert Working Group on Welfare. 

 (S4W-12130) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Expert Working Group on Welfare has been established to provide advice to 
Scottish Ministers. It has not been discussed with partners in local government or the third sector. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the Expert 
Working Group on Welfare will issue a public call for evidence and hold evidence sessions in public. 

 (S4W-12131) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12103 on 17 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many civil 
servants would be required to administer a welfare system in an independent Scotland and what 
information it has on how this compares with the number of civil servants in Scotland currently 
administering the welfare system. 

 (S4W-12132) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The numbers of civil servants required to administer a welfare system in an 
independent Scotland will be dependent on a number of variables, such as: the ongoing impact of the 
UK government welfare reform programme; the public sector landscape that is inherited at the point of 
independence; and, the decisions taken by Scottish Ministers on delivery, transitioning and design of a 
Scottish system of welfare. 

Health and Social Care 

Paul Martin (Glasgow Provan) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it last 
met NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde and what issues were discussed. 

 (S4O-1706) 

Alex Neil: Both ministers and government officials regularly meet with all NHS boards, including 
NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde, to discuss a range of matters of local interest. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the average cost to the NHS is of a week’s stay in an acute hospital bed. 

 (S4W-11837) 

Alex Neil: The average cost per inpatient week at an NHS Scotland hospital, for acute specialties, in 
2011-12 was £4,390. This is based on the hospital costs of the 14 territorial boards in NHS Scotland 
and the National Waiting Times Centre Special Board. Source: ISD Scotland, Scottish Health Service 
Costs 2011-12, Scottish Financial Return (SFR) 5.3 Inpatients Ref: IR2012-02245 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many delayed discharges there have been in each NHS board area in each of the last 10 years. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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 (S4W-11838) 

Alex Neil: Figures showing the number of NHS delayed discharges can be found in  
Tables 1 and 2. 

Table 1: Number of NHS Delayed Discharges1 by NHS board; October 2003 to October 2012 

 
Oct 
2003

2
 

Oct 
2004 

Oct 
2005 

Oct 
2006 

Oct 
2007 

Oct 
2008 

Oct 
2009 

Oct 
2010 

Oct 
2011 

Oct 
2012

3
 

Scotland 2170 1798 1576 1327 1008 678 662 776 675 777 

Ayrshire & Arran 174 135 153 132 75 54 48 47 55 33 

Borders 61 40 37 15 13 10 26 52 9 9 

Fife 123 133 91 93 146 73 72 103 56 69 

Lanarkshire 133 107 98 74 84 43 59 54 75 100 

Grampian 254 255 211 156 116 52 30 37 32 90 

Orkney 2 2 9 4     2 3     

Lothian 410 395 257 255 146 118 75 77 90 107 

Tayside 170 114 113 133 125 81 40 57 59 68 

Forth Valley 126 106 116 82 33 39 34 48 36 50 

Western Isles 8 21 21 6 9 2 1 7   3 

Dumfries & Galloway 8 14 15 8 7 5 4 11 7 6 

Shetland 5 2 1 2 4 2 1   2 1 

 
Old configuration NHS Boards

4 

 

Argyll & Clyde 281 184 141 184 x x x x x x 

Greater Glasgow 341 221 224 160 x x x x x x 

Highland 74 69 89 23 x x x x x x 

Reconfigured NHS Boards
4
 

Greater Glasgow & Clyde x x x x 198 162 210 233 218 199 

Highland (reconfigured) x x x x 52 37 60 47 36 42 

Table 2: Number of NHS Delayed Discharges1 over the standard maximum delay of six 
weeks by NHS board; October 2003 to October 2012 

 
Oct 
2003

2
 

Oct 
2004 

Oct 
2005 

Oct 
2006 

Oct 
2007 

Oct 
2008 

Oct 
2009 

Oct 
2010 

Oct 
2011 

Oct 
2012 

Scotland 1327 1018 875 679 425 91 94 128 69 95 

Ayrshire & Arran 131 87 109 78 40 12   1 2 0 

Borders 33 24 28 9 5 4 1 14   0 

Fife 88 82 63 37 87     26 8 5 

Lanarkshire 68 44 36 34 29   8 1 4 15 

Grampian 132 147 128 88 48   3 2 2 4 

Orkney 2 1 5 4             

Lothian 257 195 96 119 55 27 12 9 17 21 

Tayside 99 51 49 61 49 8 2 1 5 3 

Forth Valley 90 72 69 53 15 9 1 9 4 27 

Western Isles 6 17 17 4 5   1 2   0 

Dumfries & Galloway 1 3 3 3 1 4   4 1 3 

Shetland 3 2 1   2         1 



Old configuration NHS Boards
3
 

Argyll & Clyde 204 137 90 113 x x x x x x 

Greater Glasgow 165 102 122 63 x x x x x x 

Highland 48 54 59 13 x x x x x x 

Reconfigured NHS Boards
3
 

Greater Glasgow & Clyde x x x x 76 21 44 43 22 5 

Highland (reconfigured) x x x x 13 6 22 16 4 11 

Source: ISD Scotland Delayed Discharge Census 

1. Excludes code 9 delays (where the standard maximum of 6 weeks delay does not apply) 

2. Prior to July 2004 patients delayed by the Adults with Incapacity Act were recorded under 
code 51 (legal delays). These cannot be removed and are therefore counted in the October 
2003 figures.  

3. NHS Argyll & Clyde was dissolved on 31st March 2006. With effect from 1 April 2006, the 
council area of Argyll & Bute is included in a now enlarged NHS Highland area. Meanwhile, 
the rest of the former NHS Argyll & Clyde area is now under the responsibility of an enlarged 
NHS Greater Glasgow (now renamed NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde). 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
progress it is making on reducing the number of delayed discharges from hospital. 

 (S4W-11839) 

Alex Neil: The latest census of delayed discharges in Scotland (October 2012) showed there were 
95 patients delayed for longer than the agreed maximum discharge planning period of six weeks. This 
compares with 679 patients delayed for more than six weeks at October 2006. 

We have agreed revised targets to ensure no-one is inappropriately delayed for longer than four 
weeks by April 2013 and by more than two weeks by April 2015. We continue to work with NHS 
boards and local authorities to make sure patients are not delayed in hospital any longer than 
necessary when their treatment is complete.  

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the cost to the NHS is of an unplanned acute admission to hospital. 

 (S4W-11840) 

Alex Neil: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
cost estimate it uses in health service planning for (a) NHS treatment, (b) admission to hospital and (c) 
hospital bed occupancy. 

 (S4W-11841) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government uses a range of cost estimates from the Scottish Health 
Service Costs (known as the Costs Book) for planning purposes. This is the official source of 
published cost information for NHSScotland and is available on the Information Services Division’s 
website. Detailed health service planning is also carried out locally by NHS boards. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many unplanned emergency admissions there have been to NHS hospitals in each of the last 10 
years and how many were by (a) older people, (b) disabled people and (c) children. 

 (S4W-11842) 



Alex Neil: The following table shows the number of emergency admissions to NHS hospitals over 
the last ten available years for (a) Older people aged 65 and over and (b) children aged 0 to 14. The 
table also shows the number of emergency admissions as a rate per 1,000 population 

Information on patient disability is not routinely collected on central hospital admissions data returns. 

Number and rate of Emergency Admissions to NHS Hospitals in Scotland; financial years ending 31 
March 2003 to 2012 

Year Older People Children 

(aged 65+) 

Rate per 
1,000 
Population 

(aged 0 to 
14) 

Rate per 
1,000 
Population 

2002-03 186,064 228.9 51,344 57.7 

2003-04 189,929 231.9 52,643 60.0 

2004-05 191,883 232.1 54,356 62.3 

2005-06 193,565 232.3 56,735 65.6 

2006-07 203,472 242.8 56,868 66.4 

2007-08 209,233 247.4 58,171 68.3 

2008-09 216,501 252.8 57,870 68.1 

2009-10 213,366 245.7 57,439 67.5 

2010-11p 218,713 248.7 54,411 63.9 

2011-12p 225,678 252.9 54,363 63.7 

Source:ISD Scotland SMR01 linked catalogue. 
p - provisional 
This and further emergency admissions information is published under the Inpatient and Day Case 
Activity sub-topic of ISD’s Acute Hospital Care publication. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much change fund funding has been allocated since its introduction and whether it will provide a list of 
recipients. 

 (S4W-11843) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has committed over £500 million to three Change Funds over 
the three year Spending Review period running between 2012-13 and 2014-15, covering Older 
People, Early Years and Reducing Reoffending. 

The Reshaping Care for Older People Change Fund is allocated to health and social care 
partnerships via the NHS board, on a formula basis agreed between COSLA and the Scottish 
Government. £70 million was allocated at the inception of the Fund in 2011-12. A further £80 million 
was allocated in 2012-13. The following table sets out allocations for both years by NHS boards, and 
by partnerships within NHS board areas. 

NHS Board Partnership 
£m 
(2011-
12) 

£m 
(2012-
13) 

£m 
(total) 

Ayrshire & Arran East Ayrshire 1.648 1.883 3.531 

North Ayrshire 1.960 2.240 4.200 

South Ayrshire 1.890 2.160 4.050 

  5.498 6.283 11.781 

Borders Scottish Borders 1.729 1.976 3.705 

Dumfries & Galloway Dumfries & Galloway 2.561 2.927 5.488 

Fife Fife 4.899 5.599 10.498 

Forth Valley Clackmannanshire 0.593 0.678 1.271 

Falkirk 1.885 2.154 4.039 

Stirling 1.156 1.321 2.477 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Hospital-Care/Inpatient-and-Day-Case-Activity/
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NHS Board Partnership 
£m 
(2011-
12) 

£m 
(2012-
13) 

£m 
(total) 

  3.634 4.153 7.787 

Grampian Aberdeen City 2.739 3.129 5.868 

Aberdeenshire 2.837 3.243 6.080 

Moray 1.187 1.357 2.544 

  6.763 7.729 14.492 

Greater Glasgow & Clyde West Dunbartonshire 1.209 1.382 2.591 

East Dunbartonshire 1.219 1.392 2.611 

East Renfrewshire 1.116 1.276 2.392 

Glasgow City 7.918 9.049 16.967 

Inverclyde 1.228 1.404 2.632 

Renfrewshire 2.109 2.410 4.519 

  14.799 16.913 31.712 

Highland Argyll & Bute 1.710 1.954 3.664 

Highland 3.425 3.915 7.340 

  5.135 5.869 11.004 

Lanarkshire North Lanarkshire 3.838 4.386 8.224 

South Lanarkshire 4.021 4.596 8.617 

  7.859 8.982 16.841 

Lothian East Lothian 1.256 1.435 2.691 

Edinburgh, City of 6.013 6.872 12.885 

Midlothian 0.977 1.116 2.093 

West Lothian 1.501 1.716 3.217 

  9.747 11.139 20.886 

Orkney Orkney Islands 0.321 0.367 0.688 

Shetland Shetland Islands 0.328 0.375 0.703 

Tayside Angus 1.691 1.933 3.624 

Dundee City 2.232 2.551 4.783 

Perth & Kinross 2.273 2.597 4.870 

  6.196 7.081 13.277 

Western Isles Eilean Siar 0.531 0.607 1.138 

Scotland   70.000 80.000 150.000 

The answer to question S4W-10139 on 7 November 2012 sets out the contributions to the Early Years 
Change Fund by the Scottish Government, NHS and local government, including information held 
centrally on allocation. 

The year 1 tranche of Reducing Reoffending Change Fund grants were issued on  
19 October 2012, totalling £1.5 million, for use in 2012-13. Full details of grants for year one are 
available on the Scottish Government website at:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/10/changefund19102012. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
progress it is making on redesigning services providing care to (a) older people, (b) disabled people 
and (c) children using change fund funding. 

 (S4W-11844) 

Alex Neil: The Joint Improvement Team has published a mid-year review of the Reshaping Care for 
Older People Change Fund which is available at: http://www.jitscotland.org.uk/action-areas/reshaping-
care-for-older-people/change-fund-plans/.  

The fund focuses on improving outcomes for older adults, many of whom have long term conditions, 
complex support needs and disabilities. In line with the Scottish Government's proposals for the 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/10/changefund19102012
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.jitscotland.org.uk/action-areas/reshaping-care-for-older-people/change-fund-plans/
http://www.jitscotland.org.uk/action-areas/reshaping-care-for-older-people/change-fund-plans/


integration of adult health and social care, the future Change Fund to 2015 will be explicitly linked to 
delivery of joint commissioning strategies. 

The purpose of the Early Years Change Fund is to support the vision and priorities of the Early 
Years Taskforce to deliver transformational change in the early years, and redesign of local services 
may be part of that. Any redesign of services as a result of the Early Years Change Fund will take 
place at a local level and will be supported by the work of the Early Years Collaborative, launched in 
October 2012 and of the Early Years Practice Development Team, appointed in November 2012. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
estimate it uses for planning purposes of the average cost of supporting an (a) older and (b) disabled 
person to continue living at home rather than go into care. 

 (S4W-11845) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government uses the following figures in comparing costs of care for older 
people: 

Geriatric long stay hospital bed - £50,700 per annum 
Care home with nursing care - £29,400 per annum 
Care home excluding nursing - £25,300 per annum 
Home care - £7,000 per annum  
The actual costs of care for both older people and disabled people will vary depending on the level 

of assessed needs. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
research it has commissioned on the comparative costs of care for older people (a) at home, (b) in a 
care home and (c) in an acute hospital. 

 (S4W-11846) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has not commissioned any specific research on the 
comparative costs of care for older people. However, information on the cost of care in hospitals, care 
homes and at home is available from a range of official statistical returns. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
expenditure (a) it has and (b) local authorities have made in each of the last 10 years on aids and 
adaptations to the homes of (i) older and (ii) disabled people to allow them to stay at home. 

 (S4W-11847) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government provided an additional £5 million to local authorities during 
2005-06 specifically to help reduce waiting lists and support improvements in equipment and 
adaptation service delivery, choice and quality. 

Figures for the total Scottish Government and local authority spend on equipment and adaptations 
are not held centrally. Funding for social care, which includes the provision of equipment, is provided 
to local authorities by means of a block grant. It is the responsibility of each local authority to allocate 
these resources on the basis of local needs and priorities. 

Funding for adaptations is dependent on property tenure and is either provided by way of a Private 
Sector Housing Grant, housing association adaptations funding or, from the local authority housing 
budget. It is not, therefore possible to quantify the total spend on adaptations across all tenures. 

The Adaptations Working Group completed its final reports in November 2012. It has made a 
number of recommendations on the future organisation and funding of adaptations across all housing 
tenures. The Minister for Housing and Welfare has agreed that these should be taken forward, and a 
formal Scottish Government response will be published in early 2013. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many homes of (a) older and (b) disabled people have been adapted in each of the last 10 years. 



 (S4W-11848) 

Alex Neil: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many acute NHS hospital beds have been allocated for (a) geriatric and (b) paediatric services in each 
of the last 10 years. 

 (S4W-11849) 

Alex Neil: The number of average available staffed beds allocated to (a) geriatric and (b) paediatric 
specialties is shown in the following table. 

Average Available Staffed Beds in Geriatric
1
 and Paediatric

2
 Specialties in NHS Hospitals in NHS 

Scotland; financial years ending 31 March 2003 to 2012. 

Financial Year Ending 31st March 
Geriatric 
Specialties 

Paediatric 
Specialties 

2003 10,919 875 

2004 10,619 868 

2005 10,075 820 

2006 9,670 838 

2007 9,121 822 

2008 8,824 801 

2009 8,524 793 

2010 8,010 766 

2011 7,683 781 

2012 7,500 775 

Source:ISD Scotland ISD(S) 
1.Geriatric specialties comprise; 

   Geriatric Medicine (including Geriatric Long Stay) 
   Psychiatry of Old Age 
2.Paediatric specialties comprise; 

Surgical Paediatrics 
Medical Paediatrics 
Paediatric Dentistry 
Child Psychiatry 

This and further beds information is published under the Beds sub-topic of ISD’s Acute Hospital    
Care publication. 

 

   Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the increased risks are of a poorer outcome for a patient with bowel cancer resulting from delays 
of more than two months from referral to treatment. 

 (S4W-11987) 

Alex Neil: Tumour types differ in biological behaviour and characteristics (including the rate at which 
they spread) and there is a lack of clinical evidence to suggest that treatment within 62 days of referral 
or 31 days of a decision to treat influences survival outcomes in all cancer cases. However, data 
indicate that the earlier a cancer is diagnosed, the greater the chance of longer survival. This is the 
rationale behind the Scottish Government’s Detect Cancer Early Programme. Whilst there is no 
centrally held data to demonstrate a direct relationship between stage of diagnosis and compliance 
with cancer access standards, the Detect Cancer Early Programme aims to ensure that those patients 
requiring the most urgent treatment have swift access to the full range of services they need from the 
NHS. Additional treatment capacity is being made available from the £30 million funding behind this 
programme in order that cancer access standards can continue to be met. 

However, we know that awaiting the results of cancer tests and awaiting treatment for cancer is an 
anxious time for patients and families and the introduction of cancer access standards and 
improvement in performance against these standards will help reduce this period of anxiety. 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Hospital-Care/Beds/
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Hospital-Care/
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Hospital-Care/


 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it is monitoring the outcomes for patients who are subject to a breach of the (a) 62-day target 
from referral to treatment or (b) 31-day outpatient to treatment target for all cancer types other than 
early prostate cancer and ductal carcinoma in situ breast cancer. 

 (S4W-11988) 

Alex Neil: There is no centrally held information to facilitate monitoring of outcomes for patients 
diagnosed with cancer who breach the cancer access targets, nor is there centrally held information 
on the relationship between cancer stage and point of treatment on cancer access pathway. Survival 
rates by stage of cancer vary between tumour types but, in general, increased five year survival rates 
tend to occur in patients whose cancer is diagnosed and treated at an earlier stage. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the average number of patients per GP has been in each year since 1999, 
broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-12089) 

Alex Neil: The information requested will be available from the Scottish Parliament Information 
Centre (SPICe) (Bib. Number 54628). 

 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will consider 
making the offer of three courses of IVF treatment standard across all NHS boards. 

 (S4W-12100) 

Michael Matheson: The National Infertility Group was set up in April 2010 to address the inequity of 
access to IVF treatment across Scotland. The Group will submit its report, which will include a 
recommendation on the number of IVF treatment cycles, to Ministers by the end of January 2013. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what plans it has to update Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN) 
guideline 74 that was published in September 2003. 

 (S4W-12183) 

Alex Neil: Responsibility for updating SIGN guideline 74 lies with Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines 
Network (SIGN). 

 

 

 


