
Tuesday 22 January 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its position 
is on a fiscal stabilisation pact with the United Kingdom in the event of a Scotland separated from the 
rest of the United Kingdom using Sterling and what (a) discussions it has had and (b) agreement it has 
reached in this regard with the (i) UK Government and (ii) Bank of England, by what means contact 
was made, on what dates and which ministers took part. 

 (S4W-11887) 

John Swinney: The Fiscal Commission Working Group is continuing its work to oversee the 
development of a robust macroeconomic and fiscal framework for an independent Scotland, and will 
be publishing its recommendations shortly. 

Scottish Ministers recognise the importance of operating within a robust fiscal framework. An 
independent Scotland would retain the flexibility, fiscal freedom and responsibility for setting taxes and 
economic policy in the best interests of the Scottish economy within a sustainable framework. 
Scotland will have no difficulty adhering to fiscal discipline within a Sterling Zone because it is 
committed to maintaining its record of responsible management of public finances and it is in a 
stronger financial position than the UK as whole. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its position is on ship-to-ship oil transfers. 

 (S4W-11932) 

Paul Wheelhouse: This is a matter of considerable public interest in Scotland. The Scottish 
Government recognises that ship-to-ship transfer of oil as cargo is an internationally recognised 
practice that is important to the shipping industry and has an excellent safety record in UK waters but 
we remain vigilant to the need to ensure the highest standards of protection for our marine 
environment. 

Scottish Ministers have previously requested devolution of the Secretary of State’s powers to 
control, by regulations, the ship-to-ship transfer of oil as cargo in Scottish waters. We continue to 
believe there is a very valid case for Scottish Ministers to have a clearly defined role in the consenting 
process for any programmes of ship-to-ship transfers in waters adjacent to Scotland given the Scottish 
Government’s responsibility for environment protection in Scotland. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
Scottish Enterprise evaluates its current planned activities. 

 (S4W-11970) 

John Swinney: This is an operational matter for Scottish Enterprise. I will ask its chief executive to 
reply to you. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
Scottish Enterprise appraises its stakeholder engagement in relation to (a) single outcome 
agreements and (b) its business plan. 

 (S4W-11973) 

John Swinney: This is an operational matter for Scottish Enterprise. I will ask its chief executive to 
reply to you. 

 

 



Finance 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it checks how much corporation tax is paid by companies that are awarded public sector 
contracts. 

 (S4W-11898) 

Nicola Sturgeon: No, however the Scottish Government’s standard Pre-Qualification Questionnaire 
requires companies bidding for public contracts to disclose if they have failed to comply with their 
statutory obligations relating to the payments of taxes. Companies which have not fulfilled their 
obligations relating to the payment of taxes under the law of the United Kingdom or in the relevant 
state in which the company is established may be excluded from bidding for public contracts. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S4W-10877 by John Swinney on 18 December 2012, which of the companies awarded 
contracts by (a) it and (b) its agencies since 2007 have been named by the Information 
Commissioner’s Office as subscribing to the Consulting Association; on what basis it concluded that 
there is no evidence of the use of blacklisting in relation to these contracts, and how it ensures that 
companies that are awarded such contracts maintain high standards of business and professional 
conduct when delivering them. 

 (S4W-11922) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Since 2007, the Scottish Government and its agencies have awarded contracts to 
the following companies named by, or associated with companies named by, the Information 
Commissioner's Office as subscribing to the Consulting Association: Amec Group Limited; Amey OW 
Limited; Amey Infrastructure Services Limited; Amey Roads (North Lanarkshire) Limited; Bailey 
Maintenance; Balfour Beatty Construction Limited; Balfour Beatty Civil Engineering Limited; BAM 
Nuttall Limited; Carillion Construction; Laing O'Rourke; Morrison Construction; Forth Crossing Bridge 
Constructors joint venture; Skanska Construction UK Limited; Sir Robert McAlpine Limited; Norwest 
Holst Limited. We are not aware of any evidence to suggest that blacklisting has been used in 
connection with the performance of any of these contracts. Companies are required to comply with 
standards of business and professional conduct as specified in the contract. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its policy is on the use of zero-hours contracts by private companies contracted by it to provide public 
services. 

 (S4W-11961) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The terms and conditions that a contractor agrees with its employees are 
primarily a matter for the parties concerned. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it holds regular discussions with the UK Government regarding the tax arrangements of 
companies bidding to provide public services in Scotland. 

 (S4W-11963) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scottish Government officials have regular discussions with their UK Government 
counterparts regarding procurement matters. We will monitor progress to implement the 
announcement in the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s Autumn Statement that the Cabinet Office and 
HMRC will consult on the use of the procurement process to deter tax avoidance and evasion. 

 

Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its policy is on the use of offshore tax havens by companies (a) bidding for or (b) contracted to run 
public services in Scotland. 

 (S4W-11964) 



Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government’s standard pre-qualification questionnaire requires 
companies bidding for public contracts to disclose if they have failed to comply with their statutory 
obligations relating to the payment of taxes. Companies which have not fulfilled their obligations 
relating to the payment of taxes under the law of the United Kingdom or in the relevant state in which 
the company is established may be excluded from bidding for public contracts. 

Governance and Communities 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government by what 
mechanisms registered tenant organisations can communicate with it on policy development. 

 (S4W-12179) 

Margaret Burgess: Individual registered tenant organisations (RTOs) can communicate with the 
Scottish Government on policy development by responding to public consultations and by 
corresponding with ministers and officials. They can communicate collectively with the government 
through the nine Regional Networks of RTOs. Representatives of the networks have bi-annual 
meetings with the Minister for Housing and Welfare; are members of the Housing Policy Advisory 
Group and of other Government working groups on housing, welfare and related matters; and are in 
regular contact with officials. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government who is 
responsible for updating the Regional Networks website.  

 (S4W-12180) 

Margaret Burgess: The website is shared by the nine Regional Networks. Each network’s 
committee of volunteers is responsible for updating its part of the website. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
progress it has made toward achieving the four targets identified in the Scottish Government Travel 
Strategy 2011-2016. 

 (S4W-12190) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has made the following progress against the targets set 
out in its 2011-2016 Travel Strategy: 

Target 1 – to reduce business related travel emissions by 25% between 2005-06 and 2016-17. 
Target 2 – to reduce business related travel emissions by 42% by 2019-20 against 2005-06 levels 

(aligning our target with the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009). 
Reductions in travel-related emissions between 2005-06 and 2009/10 are reported in the 2009/10 

Annual Environmental Performance Report: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/11/01111158/0 

Equivalent reductions between 2009-10 and 2011-12 are reported in the Scottish Government’s 
Public Sector Sustainability Report:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/09/2732 

These reports show that the Scottish Government is making good progress towards achieving these 
targets.  

Target 3 – to increase the share of more sustainable travel practices to 35% by 2014-15 from a 
baseline year of 2005-06.  

The Scottish Government promotes sustainable travel options through the Travel Hierarchy set out 
in its 2011-2016 Travel Strategy: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Information/travel-strategy  
 

This hierarchy requires the promotion of video conferencing, public transport, walking and cycling 
and the appropriate use of air travel, taxis and private cars. Between 2009-10 and 2011-12, the 
Scottish Government reduced its emissions from business related air travel by 18.4%. Over the same 
period, the number of business related journeys made by taxi in Edinburgh reduced by 55.0%. 

The Scottish Government also promotes a number of initiatives to encourage lower carbon options 
for staff travel to work including: Walk to Work Week and schemes promoting cycling and car sharing. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/11/01111158/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/09/2732
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Information/travel-strategy


The above highlights some of the progress that is being made towards achieving the 35% target for 
the adoption of more sustainable travel practices. This progress will be quantified in the 2012-13 
Public Sector Sustainability Report that will be published in the Autumn. 

Target 4 – establish a baseline for the commute to work [probably 2010-11] with a view to 
establishing carbon targets for the commute to work to be achieved by 2014-15 taking into 
consideration business need, location and staff work life balance. 

A full staff travel survey was carried out last July and 2012-13 will be used as the baseline year for 
future commute to work carbon reduction targets. The results of the survey, and associated commute 
to work targets, will be published later this year. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it helps local 
authorities provide three year funding streams to third sector agencies. 

 (S4W-12193) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government aims to provide local authorities with three year funding 
allocations (year one final and years two and three provisional) in order to give them certainty in longer 
term financial planning, which in turn should help them to provide three year funding streams to third 
sector agencies. 

The Joint Statement on the Relationship at Local Level between Government and the Third Sector 
states that: “As a general rule funders will aim to take a three year approach to both grant and contract 
funding” and would encourage authorities to operate in this way. The joint statement is clear that 
where three year funding is declined, local authorities will be clear on the reasons for taking such a 
decision. 

Full and early involvement of the third sector in the co-production of service design and planning is 
likely to lead to funding packages that are satisfactory for all parties.  

In addition, the Scottish Government supports the third sector by supporting the network of local 
third sector interfaces and through Ready for Business and Just Enterprise. One potential benefit of 
this support is likely to be the development of sustainable funding arrangements to the benefit of all 
parties. 

Health and Social Care 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-11030 by Alex Neil on 22 November 2012, whether it is 
carrying out a review of the use of the Liverpool care pathway by NHS boards. 

 (S4W-11713) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has no plans for a review of the use of the Liverpool Care 
Pathway by NHS boards. 

We are in close contact with our Department of Health counterparts concerning their review, and will 
study their findings carefully for relevance to Scotland. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it takes to ensure that patients and families are always consulted before a do not attempt 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation instruction is added to a medical record, other than issuing guidance 
and providing information leaflets. 

 (S4W-11716) 

Alex Neil: The role of the Scottish Government in such matters is to set out policies and guidance 
for NHS boards to implement. 

When considering a Do Not Attempt Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (DNACPR) instruction, we 
expect the clinicians responsible for a patient’s care to follow the guidance set out in the NHSScotland 
Do Not Attempt Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (DNACPR) Integrated Adult Policy (2010). The policy 
encourages communication with the patient and their relevant others if CPR is judged to be 
appropriate should cardio-respiratory arrest occur. 



 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what measures 
are being taken to improve awareness of childhood cancers among parents and families. 

 (S4W-11879) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government established a paediatric cancer Managed Service Network in 
2011 with funding from the National Delivery Plan for Children and Young People’s Specialist Services 
(NDP) to ensure that children and young people with a diagnosis of cancer attain the best possible 
outcomes, have access to appropriate specialist services, as locally as possible that are both safe and 
sustainable and that the pathway of care is as equitable as possible. 

Children’s cancer services were identified as a priority for investment during the development of the 
NDP. The NDP was published in January 2009 and £32 million was allocated to improve a number of 
specialist services. Over the three years of the NDP £5.4 million was allocated to paediatric cancer 
with £3.2 million recurring year on year from 2011. 

The managed service network for children and young people with cancer provides a range of 
information and resources to GPs and health professionals and information for parents and families. In 
addition, we are working with the Teenage Cancer Trust on their schools education programme to 
raise awareness of cancer among children and young people. The guidance on children unable to 
attend school due to ill-health which contains advice on the duty to provide education to children, 
wherever they are, if they are unable to attend school due to ill-health is currently being reviewed with 
a view to new guidance being published later this year. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what measures 
are being taken to improve awareness of childhood cancers among (a) GPs and (b) health 
professionals. 

 (S4W-11880) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-11879 on 22 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what initiatives it 
funds to support the families of children with cancer. 

 (S4W-11882) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-11879 on 22 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much has 
been invested in support programmes for families of children with cancer in each year since 2008. 

 (S4W-11883) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-11879 on 22 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what steps are in 
place to ensure that children undergoing treatment for cancer have access to learning facilities and 
materials. 

 (S4W-11884) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-11879 on 22 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
availability of access to proton therapy at hospitals is, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-11885) 

Alex Neil: Proton beam therapy is currently provided by only a small number of treatment centres in 
the world. Access to high energy proton beam therapy for all appropriate patients in Scotland is 
managed through an agreed and confirmed referral pathway, through the UK panel on proton beam 
therapy. 15 patients from across Scotland were referred for proton beam therapy between 2008 and 
2012. Due to the small number, data cannot be provided on a board-by-board basis due to patient 
confidentiality. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether an 
assessment of the benefits of proton therapy for childhood cancers has been carried out.  

 (S4W-11886) 

Alex Neil: The Department of Health published proposals in October 2012 for the NHS to invest 
£250 million in building proton beam therapy facilities at the Christie Hospital in Manchester and 
University College London Hospital, to develop a UK proton beam therapy service. This summarises 
the evidence of benefits of proton therapy: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/10/proton-beam-therapy/. 

With regard to current patients, due to the small numbers involved arrangements are in place on a 
UK-wide basis to collect, collate and report on outcomes for all UK patients, including children, who 
access proton beam therapy. The audit is ongoing, and it is expected that, given the long-term 
outcomes being measured, meaningful outcomes data will be available in 5 to 10 years. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it (a) 
received and (b) will publish the evaluation report on the NHS board elections pilot. 

 (S4W-11953) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government received the Final Report of the Statutory Evaluation into 
Health Board Elections and Alternative Pilots on 11 December 2012 from the London School of 
Economics. On 20 December 2012 the report and its supporting documents were placed in Scottish 
Parliament Information Centre and published on the Scottish Government website. The web links 
below will allow access to the documents. 

1 Health Board Elections and Alternative Pilots: Final Report of the Statutory Evaluation 
 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/12/8580 
2. Health Board Elections and Alternative Pilots: Research Findings Summary 
 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/12/1328 
3. Health Board Elections and Alternative Pilots: Literature Review 
 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/12/3926  

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it has made of the risks of a poorer outcome in bowel cancer for patients who are 
not treated within the 62-day cancer target. 

 (S4W-11986) 

Alex Neil: Tumour types differ in biological behaviour and characteristics (including the rate at which 
they spread) and there is lack of direct clinical evidence to suggest that treatment within 62 days of a 
referral or 31 days of a decision to treat influences survival outcomes in all cancer cases. However, 
data indicates that the earlier a cancer is diagnosed, the greater the chance of longer survival. For 
patients who progress from Stage 1 colorectal cancer to Stage 2 colorectal cancer, percentage five 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/10/proton-beam-therapy/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/12/8580
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/12/1328
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/12/3926


year survival falls from 93% to 77%. For patients who progress from stage 2 to stage 3 the 
corresponding fall in estimated five year survival is from 77% to 47% and similarly for a patient who 
progresses from stage 3 to stage 4, the estimated five year survival falls from 47% to 7%. 

Whilst there is no centrally held data to demonstrate a direct relationship between compliance with 
cancer access standards and stage of diagnosis, the Detect Cancer Early Programme aims to ensure 
that those patients requiring the most urgent treatment have swift access to the full range of services 
they need from the NHS. Additional treatment capacity is being made available from the £30 million 
funding behind this programme in order that cancer access standards can continue to be met. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many counsellors are employed by GP practices. 

 (S4W-12051) 

Alex Neil: This is a matter for individual GP contractors as employers. The information requested is 
not held centrally. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what percentage of GP practices employs a counsellor and how this compares with (a) England, (b) 
Wales and (c) Northern Ireland. 

 (S4W-12052) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12051 on 22 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/39875.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it is 
undertaking an investigation into allegations of bullying and harassment in the Scottish Ambulance 
Service and, if so, what form the investigation is taking and when the results will be published. 

 (S4W-12122) 

Alex Neil: As I have previously stated, I want a zero tolerance approach to bullying and harassment 
in NHSScotland. I expect all allegations of bullying and harassment to be fully investigated in line with 
the Preventing and Dealing with Bullying and Harassment PIN Policy published in December 2011. I 
am aware that the allegations are being investigated, but cannot provide any further details at this 
stage. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many patients have been treated for haemorrhoids by each NHS board in 
each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-12171) 

Alex Neil: Treatment for haemorrhoids can occur at GP surgeries, outpatient clinics and in hospital 
as an inpatient or day case. 

There are no centrally collected figures which count the number of people consulting a GP practice 
or receiving treatment from the practice for haemorrhoids. However, estimates of consultations are 
available from a sample of general practices in Scotland taking part in the Practice Team Information 
(PTI) scheme in the financial years 2003-04 to 2011-12 (Table 1). Patients exclusively treated outwith 
primary care is not included in these figures. PTI records do not specify if treatment was offered or 
only advice given. 

Centrally collected outpatient clinic information does not capture details of diagnoses made therefore 
it is not possible to show statistics on patients attending for treatment of haemorrhoids. 

The numbers of patients admitted to a hospital as a day case or inpatient for treatment of 
haemorrhoids are shown in Table 2. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/39875.aspx


It should be noted that a patient may appear in both the GP consultation figures and the hospital 
admission figures. The total number of patients does not, therefore, equal the sum of the figures given 
in the tables. Also, people with haemorrhoids who self-medicated using over-the-counter products 
without consulting a GP or being admitted to hospital during the year are not included. 

Table 1 – Estimated numbers of patients in Scotland consulting a GP or practice nurse
1
 for 

haemorrhoids
2
, with corresponding 95% confidence intervals

3
; for financial years 2003-04 to 2011-

12
4
 

Financial year (ending 31 March) 
 

Estimated number of patients 
consulting in Scotland 

95% Confidence Interval 
 

2003-04 41,070 (37,650-44,500) 

2004-05 41,830 (37,900-45,760) 

2005-06 41,990 (38,170-45,800) 

2006-07 39,100 (36,060-42,140) 

2007-08 39,150 (35,780-42,510) 

2008-09 44,300 (41,310-47,300) 

2009-10 45,600 (42,190-49,010) 

2010-11 46,130 (42,660-49,600) 

2011-12 48,130 (44,290-51,970) 

Source: Practice Team Information (PTI), ISD Scotland 
1. Estimates of patients consulting are based on the number of people with a face-to-face contact 
with either a GP or a practice-employed nurse in practices participating in Practice Team 
Information (PTI). This sample of Scottish general practices covers the full range of age, sex, 
deprivation and urban/rural classes existing in Scotland. 
2. To be included in PTI figures patients had at least one contact where a haemorrhoid was 
indicated as (one of) the reason(s) for that contact in that year. Haemorrhoids are defined by the 
following Read codes: 
G84.     Haemorrhoids (including all child codes) 
Gyu83 [X] Internal haemorrhoids with other complications 
Gyu84 [X] External haemorrhoids with other complications 
Gyu85 [X] Unspecified haemorrhoids with other complications  
L416. Haemorrhoids in pregnancy and the puerperium (including all child codes) 
3. As the PTI estimates are based on data from a sample of practices, 95% confidence intervals are 
included to indicate the accuracy of these estimates.  
4. The sample included 59, 53, 51, 49, 48, 58, 60, 59 and 59 PTI practices that submitted complete 
GP and practice nurse data for the years ending 31 March 2003 to 2012 respectively. 

 

Table 2 - Number of patients admitted to Scottish hospitals for treatment of haemorrhoids - Financial 
years ending 31 March 2000 to 2012 

 NHS Health Board of Treatment 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

 NHS Ayrshire and Arran 722 696 725 740 629 841 912 

 NHS Borders 62 52 40 39 51 46 41 

 NHS Dumfries and Galloway 145 148 104 58 89 90 137 

 NHS Fife 294 324 192 217 226 268 301 

 NHS Forth Valley 190 189 235 199 113 110 110 

 NHS Grampian 399 465 606 728 674 655 637 

 NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 1418 1393 1460 1518 1635 1825 1931 

 NHS Highland 289 229 162 186 176 199 282 

 NHS Lanarkshire 511 477 460 464 473 525 617 

 NHS Lothian 565 595 474 321 365 359 405 

 NHS Orkney 17 12 23 24 17 35 60 

 NHS Shetland 23 26 45 36 36 56 86 

 NHS Tayside 429 430 277 266 258 243 265 



 NHS Health Board of Treatment 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

 NHS Western Isles 30 27 29 28 30 37 27 

 Golden Jubilee National Hospital    18 58 149 289 

 Non-NHS Provider
1
  1 7 7 16 17 8 

 NHSScotland
2
 5093 5062 4835 4843 4840 5444 6093 

 NHS Health Board of Treatment 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
p
  

 NHS Ayrshire and Arran 917 925 954 978 1087 1029  

 NHS Borders 56 62 63 64 90 116  

 NHS Dumfries and Galloway 127 163 164 145 139 150  

 NHS Fife 285 247 168 133 119 141  

 NHS Forth Valley 88 93 157 119 123 135  

 NHS Grampian 673 805 975 1049 855 1036  

 NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 1486 1865 2399 2288 2283 2719  

 NHS Highland 321 357 335 315 221 200  

 NHS Lanarkshire 820 693 911 988 884 786  

 NHS Lothian 378 375 345 410 339 342  

 NHS Orkney 61 33 52 45 50 54  

 NHS Shetland 49 59 43 63 67 52  

 NHS Tayside 245 209 253 272 276 227  

 NHS Western Isles 33 35 34 22 27 45  

 Golden Jubilee National Hospital 565 562 336 301 133 41  

 Non-NHS Provider
1
 3 10 41 40 39 37  

 NHSScotland
2
 6075 6447 7188 7198 6722 7101  

 Source:ISD Scotland SMR01 linked catalogue       

 p - provisional       
1 Non-NHS Provider figures relate to patients treated in non-NHS locations such as private hospitals, 

hospices, nursing homes, care homes etc. 
2 Patients are counted once in each health board they appear. This may result in an element of double 

counting. Patients are counted once in the Scotland total. Thus the total may not equal the sum of 
health boards. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many patients in each NHS board area have had an appointment for 
treatment for haemorrhoids cancelled in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-12172) 

Alex Neil: The specific information requested is not collected centrally. 

Learning and Justice 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to consider whether the charitable activities of independent schools should entitle 
them to relief on non-domestic rates payments. 

 (S4W-11939) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government published a consultation paper "Supporting Business, 
Promoting Growth" on non-domestic rates on 27 November 2012. This paper poses questions about 
all current rate reliefs funded by the Scottish Government, which includes charitable relief awarded to 
independent schools. The consultation closes on 22 February 2013, and its findings will inform future 
rating policy. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what measures it will put in place to ensure that appropriate parliamentary scrutiny of the 
enhanced security budget for the 2014 Commonwealth Games can take place. 



 (S4W-11965) 

Shona Robison: The Scottish Government currently updates the Scottish Parliament in a number of 
ways on progress with planning for the 2014 Commonwealth Games. As Minister for Commonwealth 
Games and Sport I regularly meet with party spokespeople, and provide updates to the Public Audit 
Committee and Audit Scotland. However, any decisions on further Parliamentary scrutiny of any issue 
is a matter for the Scottish Parliament. The governance arrangements for Government assurance and 
scrutiny of the safety and security arrangements for the 2014 Commonwealth Games, including the 
enhanced security budget, were made available in SPICe (Bib. number 11965) on 18 December 2012. 

 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will publish the findings of the audit of the processes by which colleges compile waiting lists. 

 (S4W-12242) 

Michael Russell: As I indicated to the Parliament on 16 January 2013, an update for MSPs on the 
audit has been placed in Scottish Parliaments Information Centre (SPICe). (Bib number 54653) The 
update makes clear that the report will be published in February. 

Transport Scotland 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it will take regarding air pollution levels at Scotland's main railway stations following the 
publication of a recent Network Rail study on the matter. 

 (S4W-11920) 

Keith Brown: The publication of their Strategic Business Plan earlier this month, is Network Rail's 
opportunity to set out its plans for the railways in Scotland during 2014-2019, including responding to 
the specification set out by the Transport Minister Keith Brown during his rail statement to Parliament 
last summer. We will continue to work with the Office of Rail Regulation (ORR) and Network Rail to 
ensure that the interests of users, taxpayers and wider stakeholders in Scotland are reflected in the 
final determinations for 2014 to 2019, which will be made later this year. 

In the revisions to Scottish Ministers Guidance to ORR published in July 2012, we have stated that 
regulatory processes and frameworks support, and do not act as a barrier to the effective stewardship 
of the natural environment for which Network Rail is responsible. 

 

 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many sailings of (a) passenger and (b) freight ferry services were scheduled between the mainland 
and the Northern Isles in the off-peak season in each year since 2005-06 and how many have been 
scheduled for 2012-13. 

 (S4W-12067) 

Keith Brown: Under the previous (2006-2012) Northern Isles ferry services contract, details of all 
passenger and freight service sailings were set out in Part 4 (page 65) of the contract between 
Scottish Ministers and NorthLink Ferries Ltd. A copy of this contract has been lodged with the Scottish 
Parliaments Information Centre (SPICe) under Bib No. 54651. 

Details of all passenger and freight sailings under the current Northern Isles ferry services contract is 
available on the NorthLink Ferries website which can be accessed through the following link: 
http://www.northlinkferries.co.uk/timetables.html. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how the 
development of the National Cycle Network route 78 between Oban and Inverness will contribute to its 
target of having 10% of all journeys made by bicycle by 2020. 

http://www.northlinkferries.co.uk/timetables.html


 (S4W-12185) 

Keith Brown: Use of the National Cycle Network has increased by 50% in the past four years and it 
now carries 35 million trips a year in Scotland. It is over 2,000 miles long and the route through the 
Great Glen is the largest missing link in the Network. 

In addition, both Highland and Argyll and Bute council areas have among the highest returns for 
children cycling to school, as monitored by the Hands Up Scotland Survey carried out by Sustrans. 
Indeed, Highland is double the national average at over 8%. Both local authorities already more than 
match the funding made available by Transport Scotland and are, therefore, well placed to market and 
promote use of this new infrastructure. 

We are confident that communities along this route, and in the larger urban areas of Oban, Fort 
William and the city of Inverness, who have been consulted from the beginning of this project, will be 
encouraged to choose cycling for every-day short trips that they might otherwise make by car and will 
contribute to the 10% vision for cycling by 2020. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government who will have responsibility for influencing driver behaviour on the local road network, 
following the creation of the Trunk Roads Patrol Unit with responsibility for influencing driver behaviour 
on trunk roads. 

 (S4W-12203) 

Keith Brown: The Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 makes clear that it is the 
responsibility of the Scottish Police Authority (SPA) to hold the chief constable to account for the 
policing of Scotland. 

The SPA will therefore be responsible for collecting relevant evidence to enable it to review, in a 
timely and effective manner, the performance of the Police Service of Scotland against the strategic 
priorities and other relevant objectives and targets. 

The Police Service of Scotland retains responsibility for policing of local roads, although local 
authorities also have responsibility for a range of decriminalised sanctions. 

As one strand of Scotland’s Road Safety Framework to 2020, Road Safety Scotland is also 
responsible for a range of initiatives designed to improve driver behaviour on all roads in Scotland, 
such as its national and social media campaigns. Details of these are available at: http://www.road-
safety.org.uk/. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people have been killed or seriously injured on the (a) trunk road and (b) local 
road network in each of the last three years, broken down by type of road user. 

 (S4W-12204) 

Keith Brown: The following table provides the statistics requested. It should be noted that the 
figures do not take account of the higher overall length of the local authority roads or the larger 
volumes of traffic on trunk roads. 

Casualties by severity, road user and type of road, 2009 to 2011 (Extracted from STATS19 database 
in January 2013) 

 
Killed 

 
Trunk 
road 

  Local 
authority 

road 

  

 2009 2010 2011 2009 2010 2011 

Pedestrian 11 12 6 36 35 37 

Pedal cycle 0 1 0 5 6 7 

Motor cycle 11 15 7 32 20 26 

Car 44 34 38 72 71 51 

Taxi 0 0 0 0 1 1 

Minibus 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Bus/coach 0 0 0 0 1 1 

http://www.road-safety.org.uk/
http://www.road-safety.org.uk/


 
Killed 

 
Trunk 
road 

  Local 
authority 

road 

  

Light goods 
vehicle 

4 1 2 0 2 4 

Heavy 
goods 
vehicle 

0 3 3 1 2 0 

Other 0 0 1 0 3 1 

Total 70 67 57 146 141 128 

 

 
Serious 

 
Trunk 
road 

  Local 
authority 

road 

  

 2009 2010 2011 2009 2010 2011 

Pedestrian 24 27 29 485 430 485 

Pedal cycle 5 4 10 147 134 146 

Motor cycle 77 63 65 255 256 228 

Car 306 282 194 830 621 562 

Taxi 4 2 2 6 8 21 

Minibus 4 0 0 11 2 2 

Bus/coach 2 5 2 34 47 49 

Light goods 
vehicle 

22 18 14 29 21 21 

Heavy 
goods 
vehicle 

11 13 15 11 8 13 

Other 6 4 0 19 24 19 

Total 461 418 331 1,827 1,551 1,546 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it will monitor the impact of the new divisional roads policing units on driver 
behaviour. 

 (S4W-12205) 

Keith Brown: The Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 makes clear that it is the 
responsibility of the Scottish Police Authority (SPA) to hold the chief constable to account for the 
policing of Scotland. 

The SPA will therefore be responsible for collecting relevant evidence to enable it to review in a 
timely and effective manner, the performance of the Police Service of Scotland against the strategic 
priorities and other relevant objectives and targets. 

Scotland’s Road Safety Framework to 2020, published on 15 June 2009, includes distinct and 
challenging partnership targets for reductions in road casualties in Scotland up to 2020. This is the 
wider context in which the partners hold each other accountable for our collective efforts in improving 
road safety. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many road users it expects will switch to use rail services from Conon Bridge when the station 
reopens. 

 (S4W-12292) 

Keith Brown: It is estimated that 7% of the 40,000 predicted annual passenger journeys from/to 
Conon Bridge Station would result from passengers transferring from road to rail. This equates to 
2,800 journeys switching from road to rail when Conon Bridge station reopens on 8 February 2013. 

 



The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-12149 

 


