
Thursday 24 January 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Governance and Communities 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
progress it has made regarding the introduction of the Scottish Welfare Fund. 

 (S4W-12239) 

Margaret Burgess: We are working in partnership with colleagues in COSLA, and local authority 
representatives on the development of the Scottish Welfare Fund. We have set up a Design and 
Implementation Group (DIG), in partnership with COSLA, and involving local authority representatives, 
to oversee the development and introduction of the Scottish Welfare Fund. The DIG meets regularly to 
discuss all aspects of implementation and good progress is being made. 

Notes from DIG meetings, and details of ongoing developments of the Scottish Welfare Fund are 
available on our website: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/welfarereform/socialfund. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
will qualify as emergency help under the proposed Scottish Welfare Fund. 

 (S4W-12240) 

Margaret Burgess: There are a range of payment methods that local authorities can use to provide 
emergency help under the Scottish Welfare Fund. As well as cash payments, local authorities may 
decide to use payments in-kind such as food vouchers, or loaded store cards, to best meet the needs 
of a claimant in an emergency. 

Health and Social Care 

Stewart Maxwell (West Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government (a) 
how many and (b) what percentage of people have had one or more dental examinations in the last (i) 
6, (ii) 12, (iii) 18 and (iv) 24 months, broken down by (A) NHS board, (B) gender and (C) age. 

 (S4W-11915) 

Michael Matheson: The information requested will be available from Scottish Parliament 
Information Centre (SPICe) under (Bib. number 54676). 

The tables provide information on the number and percentage of adults (18 years old and over) who 
have had one or more dental examinations in the last 6, 12, 18 and 24 months by NHS board, gender 
and age group. 

National Services Scotland (NSS) extract this information from the NHS general dental services 
payment system (MIDAS). Since no fee is payable for routine examinations for children, information 
on examinations for children is not recorded in the MIDAS system (and a claim for such cannot be 
made by the dentist) unless the examination has been carried out specifically for orthodontic purposes 
or has been necessitated by trauma. 

Therefore, routine child examinations are not covered by this data system and are not collected 
centrally. Dentists are expected to provide the full range of treatment available for children under 
capitation arrangements, and there is only a small number of items of service for children for which 
dentists make individual and specific claims through MIDAS (as is required for adults). 

For the reason stated above, the information previously provided in the answer to question S4W-
11148 on 22 November 2012 has been amended to include only information on the number and 
percentage of adults (18 years old and over) who have had two or more dental examinations in each 
of the last three years by NHS board, gender and age group and this will also be available from SPICe 
(Bib. number 54501). 

The next set of National Statistics on Registration and Participation which provides an overview of 
the proportion of children and adults registered with dentists – but not frequency of treatment – is 
scheduled for publication by NSS in March 2013. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/welfarereform/socialfund


 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether there is a legal requirement for a transplant patient to be informed prior to the operation of 
any risk associated with an organ as a result of the donor’s (a) health or (b) lifestyle. 

 (S4W-11978) 

Michael Matheson: There is no legal requirement for a transplant patient to be informed of the risks 
with donated organs as a result of a donors health or lifestyle. Guidelines on this are provided in 
Guidelines for Consent for Solid Organ Transplantation, published in March 2011. 

The guidelines are available at:  www.nhsbt.nhs.uk/pdf/guidelines_for_consent.pdf. 

In the field of organ donation/transplantation each and every donor/recipient combination represents 
a balance of risk between the benefit of transplant and the risks associated with a particular organ and 
the transplant surgery. The decision to proceed with a transplant is ultimately down to the recipient 
and the transplant surgeon. A transplant surgeon and recipient may decide to go ahead with a 
procedure if they decide that the risk associated with potential transmission of infection or malignancy 
is outweighed by the risk of not being allocated an organ in time. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to introduce free dentistry services and spectacles. 

 (S4W-11992) 

Michael Matheson: Free NHS dental treatment and vouchers towards the cost of glasses are 
available to people in receipt of income support, pension credit guarantee credit, income-based 
jobseeker’s allowance, income-related employment and support allowance, people entitled to, or 
named on, an NHS tax credit exemption certificate or those named on a valid HC2 certificate for full 
help with health costs under the NHS low income scheme. 

In addition children under 18 years of age, those aged 18 in full-time education, pregnant women 
and nursing mothers are automatically entitled to free NHS dental treatment. 

While children under 16 years of age, those aged 16, 17 or 18 in full-time education and those 
prescribed complex lenses are automatically entitled to an optical voucher towards the cost of glasses 
or contact lenses. 

An optical voucher can cover the full cost of glasses up to the voucher value or the patient can 
choose to put the voucher towards a more expensive pair of their choice. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the cost of patient co-payments for NHS dentistry was in the last year for which information is 
available. 

 (S4W-11993) 

Michael Matheson: Territorial NHS boards reported income of £64.001 million from General Dental 
Services in their audited annual accounts for the financial year ending 31 March 2012. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
relation to free eye tests, what the cost has been in each of the last four years (a) in total (b) for 
routine tests and (c) for repeat tests where a clinical need was identified. 

 (S4W-11994) 

Michael Matheson: The following table shows the value of payments made to optometrists by 
NHSScotland for NHS eye examinations in the previous four financial years.  

 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

 £ £ £ £ 

(a) All NHS eye examinations 63,113,027 67,003,546 66,699,953 70,827,008 

http://www.nhsbt.nhs.uk/pdf/guidelines_for_consent.pdf


(b) Primary NHS eye examinations 61,059,149 64,468,607 60,219,510 64,103,341 

(c) Supplementary NHS eye examinations 2,053,878 2,534,939 6,480,444 6,723,667 

Source: OPTIX database, figures provided by Information Services Division. 
Notes: 
1. A primary NHS examination is defined as an initial eye examination. 
2. A supplementary NHS eye examination is defined as an additional eye examination when 
required for specific conditions. 
3. The values presented above are based on payments made in each month of the financial 
years in question and do not include subsequent refunds, late claims or corrections to these 
payments. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its evidence base is for the frequency of routine free eye tests and for free eye tests for people 
with (a) diabetes, (b) glaucoma and (c) other conditions. 

 (S4W-11995) 

Michael Matheson: The previous NHS sight test in Scotland was replaced by a new NHS eye 
examination on 1 April 2006. The NHS eye examination is tailored to meet the needs of the patient, 
taking into account their history and symptoms. This examination is called a “primary eye examination” 
and includes certain mandatory tests and procedures as well as patient specific tests and procedures 
depending on the patient’s age or presenting signs/symptoms. 

Patients can receive a free primary eye examination at certain defined intervals, which are based on 
the patient’s age or medical condition. These intervals are set down in the National Health Service 
(General Ophthalmic Services) (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (“the 2006 Regulations”). 

The frequency of eye examinations is based on a Memorandum of Understanding agreed with the 
ophthalmic profession in 2002 on the frequency of NHS sight tests. The frequencies of eye 
examinations currently in place are based on best practice and advice from the profession. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many times the Ministerial Taskforce on Health Inequalities has met since 
May 2007. 

 (S4W-12000) 

Michael Matheson: The Ministerial Task Force on Health Inequalities is a short life working group 
set up to address inequalities in health which prevent Scotland and its people reaching their full 
potential. Since May 2007 the Task Force has convened on three occasions; in 2007, 2010 and 2012. 
To date, the group has held a total of 12 meetings. 

In 2007-08, the Task Force met on the following dates:  

3 October 2007 

7 November 2007 

5 December 2007 

9 January 2008 

6 February 2008 

5 March 2008 

2 April 2008 

7 May 2008 

 

The report of the Task Force Equally Well was published in June 2008. 

In response to a recommendation in Equally Well that the Task Force should be reconvened in 2010 
to review progress against its recommendations, three meetings were held on the following dates: 

12 January 2010 

3 March 2010 

13 April 2010 

 



The review to Equally Well was published in June 2010. 
Following the 2010 Review, the Task Force has again been reconvened and the first meeting took 
place on 29 November 2012. It is expected to report in the summer of 2013. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government for what reason “Single Outcome Agreements do not provide robust evidence of 
progress in reducing health inequalities” as noted in the Audit Scotland report, Health Inequalities in 
Scotland. 

 (S4W-12009) 

Michael Matheson: The need to improve single outcome agreements (SOAs) was identified by the 
joint Scottish Government and COSLA review of community planning and SOAs last year. Addressing 
this is a key element of action being taken forward to implement the conclusions of that review as set 
out in the Scottish Government and COSLA Statement of Ambition published on 15 March 2012, 
which can be found on the Scottish Government website at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/local-government/CP/soa. 

The aims of the review included identifying actions to secure that SOAs demonstrate the local 
response to the Commission on the Future Delivery of Public Services and the objectives of the public 
services reform programme, in particular through a focus on integration and prevention. 

The actions to implement the review’s conclusions include the Scottish Government and COSLA 
having agreed new guidance to community planning partnerships on the scope and content of SOAs, 
which was published on 4 December 2012 and can be found on the Scottish Government website at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/local-government/CP/SOA2012/SOA2012. 

The guidance reflects the approach agreed by the National Community Planning Group that was set 
up following the review. It includes a requirement for SOAs to have a sharp focus on six key priorities, 
including health inequalities; to include plans on prevention and on local integration and partnership; 
and to use an evidence-based approach with clear performance commitments. The six key priorities 
are all important in tackling inequalities, and the new SOAs are to have a clear strategic focus on how 
for each priority local inequalities of outcome will be reduced. CPPs have been asked to submit drafts 
of new SOAs that reflect the guidance to the Scottish Government by 1 April 2013 for final agreement 
by 28 June 2013. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what evidence there is of the impact of its initiatives to date aimed at reducing 
health inequalities. 

 (S4W-12010) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government publish an annual report of headline indicators of 
health inequalities. 

Results from the fifth annual update, published in October 2012 show a narrowing in relation to low 
birth weight rates and a narrowing in the rates of death from coronary heart disease. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it tackles 
mental health problems in rural areas. 

 (S4W-12212) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government sets national direction of policy and provides funding 
to agencies to support implementation of policy. The management of local actions in implementing this 
policy is the responsibility of these relevant local agencies, based on local need, including geography 
and rurality. 

In the Mental Health Stategy: 2012-15 we set out a number of approaches which will assist in 
tackling mental health problems in rural areas. There is a strong focus throughout the strategy on 
actions that people can take for themselves, and in their own communities, to maintain and improve 
their own health. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/local-government/CP/soa
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/local-government/CP/SOA2012/SOA2012


Locally, NHS boards continue to develop and deliver self-help services according to need, with 
many of these services and resources being available through primary care. Nationally, existing 
services and resources include the NHS Living Life service, delivered through NHS 24, and the Steps 
for Stress resources, managed by NHS Health Scotland. 

We have committed to work with partners, including the Royal College of General Practitioners and 
Long Term Conditions Alliance Scotland, to increase local knowledge of social prescribing 
opportunities, including through new technologies. 

We have committed to the effective use of modern technology to provide information and deliver 
evidence-based services. We have begun, and will continue through the period of the strategy, to 
develop, with NHS 24, a Scotland-wide approach to improving mental health through new technology. 

An example of recent innovative use of new technology is the use of video conferencing for patients 
with mental health problems at Abbeyfield Care Home in Ballachulish. Patients and care home staff 
now have access to services, support and advice from specialist teams in Inverness, with no need for 
travel. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what evaluation it has made of the implementation of Scottish Intercollegiate 
Guidelines Network (SIGN) guideline 114, Non-pharmaceutical management of depression in adults. 

 (S4W-12248) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has established the HEAT target to “Deliver faster 
access to mental health services by delivering 18 weeks referral to treatment for psychological 
therapies from December 2014”. 

We have published “The Matrix: a Guide to Delivering Evidence-based Psychological Therapies in 
Scotland” on what treatments are effective for which conditions. This takes into account the content of 
SIGN guideline 114, along with other sources of evidence, in its recommendations on the treatment of 
depression. The Matrix also emphasises that services must provide adequate supervision for staff 
delivering psychological interventions, to ensure patient safety and the delivery of evidence-based 
care. 

Through NHS Education Scotland, we are working to assess and develop workforce capacity to 
ensure that a range of staff are equipped to deliver therapies. We are also building processes into the 
work to gather information on clinical outcomes. 

In the Mental Health Stategy:2012-15 we set out a number of approaches which are consistent with 
the recommendations of SIGN guideline 114. There is a strong focus throughout the Strategy on 
actions that people can take for themselves, and in their communities, to maintain and improve their 
own health. 

NHS boards continue to develop and deliver self-help services. Nationally, self-help services and 
resources include the NHS Living Life service, delivered through NHS 24, and the Steps for Stress 
resources, managed by NHS Health Scotland. 

We have committed to work with partners to increase local knowledge of social prescribing 
opportunities, including through new technologies, and to develop, with NHS 24, a Scotland-wide 
approach to improving mental health through new technology. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how it ensures that patients are treated in accordance with Scottish 
Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN) guidelines. 

 (S4W-12249) 

Michael Matheson: The implementation of SIGN guidelines is the responsibility of NHS boards, 
who are responsible for the planning and provision of services to meet the needs of their population. 

NHS boards are responsible for auditing and monitoring implementation of SIGN Guidelines locally. 
An audit tool forms part of the SIGN Guidelines issued to NHS boards and it is their responsibility to 
decide how it is used to monitor and audit implementation of any guidance. 



Learning and Justice 

Anne McTaggart (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what projects or 
initiatives to provide legal advice to people facing property repossession or homelessness in Glasgow 
the Scottish Legal Aid Board has funded from its 2012-15 budget. 

 (S4W-11919) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government does not hold those details centrally. Information from 
the Scottish Legal Aid Board shows that the organisation funds legal assistance for people facing 
repossession and/or homelessness via both the civil legal assistance scheme and grant funding. 

The civil legal assistance scheme (Advice and Assistance and Civil Legal Aid) pays for solicitors in 
private practices or law centres to provide advice and representation to eligible people across 
Scotland, including assistance for repossession and homelessness. In 2011-12, £549,468 was paid in 
civil legal assistance payments to firms in Glasgow for assistance provided on repossession and 
homelessness. This was the greatest spend on these categories in any local authority area. 
In addition, the following initiatives have been allocated funding from the 2012-2015 grant funds: 

Castlemilk Law & Money Advice Centre’s Housing Debt and Employment Project (period April-
September 2012)  
Drumchapel Law and Money Advice Centre’s Glasgow and Dumbarton Court Representation Unit 
(period April-September 2012)  
Castlemilk Law & Money Advice Centre (October 2012 - March 2015). Details can be found at:  
http://www.slab.org.uk/public/civil/Othersourcesofhelp/. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
advice it will provide to the Police Service of Scotland regarding the training of police officers from 
overseas. 

 (S4W-11933) 

Kenny MacAskill: The provision of training to police officers from overseas is currently a matter for 
the Scottish Police Services Authority and will be for the Scottish Police Authority to consider after 1 
April 2013. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
is informed when the Scottish Police College is involved in training police officers from overseas. 

 (S4W-11934) 

Kenny MacAskill: There is no requirement for the Scottish Police College to inform the Scottish 
Government when it is involved in the training of police officers from overseas. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
involvement it has in encouraging overseas authorities to send senior police officers for training at the 
Scottish Police College. 

 (S4W-11935) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Police College is internationally recognised as a centre of learning 
excellence. The Scottish Government supports the aims of the College but does not have a specific 
role in encouraging overseas authorities to send senior police officers for training at the College. 

 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what 
powers it has to prevent the Scottish Police College from training police officers from regimes that 
contravene international law and human rights. 

 (S4W-11936) 

Kenny MacAskill: The provision of training by the Scottish Police College is a matter for the 
Scottish Police Services Authority. 

http://www.slab.org.uk/public/civil/Othersourcesofhelp/


 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government how much 
the Scottish Police College charges for training police officers from overseas. 

 (S4W-11937) 

Kenny MacAskill: The provision of training to police officers from overseas is a matter for the 
Scottish Police Services Authority. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it has taken to reduce the number of women offenders (a) on remand, (b) on sentences of 
six months and less where the primary offence is drugs other than those at the 218 Time Out centre, 
(c) in custody who have a primary alcohol problem and (d) in custody who have a communication 
difficulty. 

 (S4W-11946) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government set up the Commission on Women Offenders (the 
Commission) to look at all areas concerning women offenders involved in the criminal justice system 
in Scotland. We have been addressing the recommendations made by the Commission since the 
publication of its report in April 2012. A number of activities undertaken in response to the 
Commission’s recommendations will support a reduction of the number of women offenders taken into 
remand or on short term sentences, where other options are appropriate. 

For example, potential sites for the Community Justice Centre (CJC) pilot referenced in the 
Commission’s report are in the process of being identified at the moment. These pilot projects are 
scheduled to be in place over 2013 - 2014 and will provide support mechanisms which will promote a 
viable alternative to the use of remand when dealing with women accused of lower level offences and 
to the imposition of a short term custodial sentence when a sheriff feels that this would be appropriate.  
The CJC model offers the opportunity to deal with issues that can contribute to the offending 
behaviours of women offenders through a holistic, multi – disciplinary approach, delivering services 
appropriate to local needs and building on existing local good practice, rather than through a generic 
model. 

The new electronic monitoring contract, which starts on 1 April 2013, offers the opportunity to pilot 
the use of satellite tracking (GPS) technology, which has not previously been available for the 
monitoring of offenders in a non – custodial setting. It is our intention to trial this technology, initially in 
cases where monitoring is given following sentencing. This technology offers the possibility, if its 
effectiveness is established, to extend its use in a further pilot of cases where bail could be used as an 
alternative to remand. 

Other developments will provide courts with information and alternative sentences which will assist 
them in considering sentencing. 

The Commission recognised that the profile of women offenders generally differs greatly from that of 
male offenders and that women offenders tend to be characterised by a range of multiple and complex 
needs. When preparing the criminal justice social work report, social workers must take these needs 
into consideration. It is then a matter for the court to decide the appropriate penalty, determined by the 
specific circumstances of the case, including whether the offender is affected by problems with 
substance or alcohol misuse.  

Since the introduction of the community payback order( CPOs) in February 2011, sheriffs now have 
the option to refer women offenders affected by substance and/or alcohol misuse to appropriate 
services that will help to address addictions issues, as part of a community based sentence. In 2011 – 
2012, approximately 14% of the total of the 10,228 CPOs commenced were served on women 
offenders. An evaluation of the use of CPOs will deliver its initial findings in autumn 2013. 

Where the court considers that a custodial sentence is appropriate, responses are in place to 
address the individual needs of an offender, whether in relation to addiction issues, or communication 
issues. 

The responsibility and accountability for the provision of health care services to prisoners transferred 
from the Scottish Prison Service (SPS) to the National Health Service (NHS) on 1 November 2011. 



This includes the provision of alcohol and enhanced addiction casework services, and these are now 
provided by the respective local health boards. 

The SPS is responsible for the delivery of group-based approved activities that aim to provide 
education and awareness about the consequences of problematic drug and alcohol use and to 
increase motivation to change. In addition, prison staff also deliver the substance related offending 
behaviour programme (SROBP) which addresses alcohol and drug related behaviour. The SROBP is 
currently run in 9 SPS establishments, including HMP/YOI Cornton Vale. The overall aim of the 
programme is to reduce substance related offending and is a cognitive-behavioural programme that 
can be delivered on a one-to-one basis or in a group setting.   

With regard to women with a communication difficulty, “The Big Plus” screening tool is used in prison 
settings to assist in the early identification of learning difficulties among offenders. In addition, there 
will also be a pilot of the specific learning difficulty profiling tool undertaken from April 2013 in 
HMP/YOI Polmont and HMP Shotts, utilising an innovative new tool developed by the University of 
Wales in Welsh prisons. While the term specific learning difficulty can cover a range of conditions, the 
most common are dyslexia, dyspraxia, dysgraphia and dyscalculia. This pilot is scheduled to run for 
one year. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much it estimates (a) the Scottish Government and (b) each local authority will recoup from the 
reserves of each (i) police force and (ii) fire and rescue service board for 2012-13. 

 (S4W-11951) 

Kenny MacAskill: Information on the final amount of reserves that the Scottish Government and 
local authorities may expect to receive from police authorities and fire and rescue service boards for 
2012-13 will not be available until after the end of the current financial year. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on the training contract between the Scottish Police College and the Maldives Police 
Service. 

 (S4W-11956) 

Kenny MacAskill: The training contract between the Scottish Police College and the Maldives 
Police Service is a matter for the Scottish Police Services Authority. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
concerns have been raised with it about the effectiveness of the training provided to the Maldives 
Police Service by the Scottish Police College. 

 (S4W-11957) 

Kenny MacAskill: No concerns have been raised with the Scottish Government on the 
effectiveness of the training provided to the Maldives Police Service by the Scottish Police College. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government how training 
courses delivered by the Scottish Police College are evaluated for effectiveness. 

 (S4W-11958) 

Kenny MacAskill: The evaluation of training delivered by the Scottish Police College is a matter for 
the Scottish Police Services Authority. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what criteria 
the Scottish Police College uses when deciding whether to deliver training for clients. 

 (S4W-11959) 



Kenny MacAskill: The delivery of training by the Scottish Police College is a matter for the Scottish 
Police Services Authority. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
has made representations to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office about the Scottish Police 
College's training for the Maldives Police Service. 

 (S4W-11960) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government has not made any representations to the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office about the Scottish Police College's training for the Maldives Police Service. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what savings target has been set for the Police Service of Scotland in 2013-14. 

 (S4W-11998) 

Kenny MacAskill: The draft budget for the Scottish Police Authority, as set out in the Scottish 
Government's Draft Budget 2013-14 and laid in Parliament on 20 September 2012, reflects savings 
expected through Police Reform of £42 million in 2013-14. To support the delivery of the savings 
expected in 2013-14 and those for future years resource is being made available within the police 
central government budget. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it is taking in response to the reported increase in the number of 
retail outlets selling so-called legal highs. 

 (S4W-12016) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Legal highs or Novel/New Psychoactive Substances (NPS) as they are 
also known, are substances which produce similar effects to illegal drugs, but that are not controlled 
under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971. 

The Scottish Government takes the issue of drugs and the damage caused to communities and 
individuals extremely seriously and is committed to tackling the problem. The police in Scotland are 
committed to gathering, collating and analysing all intelligence relating to the production, trafficking 
and sale of drugs in Scotland, including NPS. 

There is no other definitive legislation outwith the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 and temporary class 
drug order that uniquely deals with the supply of NPS. However, police in Scotland together with 
partners are exploring other legislative options, such as trading standards powers. 

The Scottish Government continues to share information and analysis on NPS and emerging trends, 
with partners in Scotland and at the UK level, including the Home Office, forensic early warning 
system. The Scottish Government will continue to work with the Home Office and the police in 
Scotland to understand more about the use and supply of the substances and options to tackle their 
supply. 

The Scottish Government is also working to ensure that information on the dangers of these harmful 
substances is available across Scotland. The Know the Score website and helpline, offering advice on 
drugs and their risks was updated to include information on NPS. The Choices for Life website for 
young people, part of the substance misuse education programme for Scottish schoolchildren funded 
by the Scottish Government and delivered by the Scottish Crime and Drugs Enforcement Agency, also 
contains information and advice on these substances. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether the (a) sale and (b) consumption of so-called legal highs is legal in 
Scotland. 

 (S4W-12017) 



Roseanna Cunningham: Legal highs or Novel/New Psychoactive Substances (NPS) as they are 
also known, are substances which produce similar effects to illegal drugs, but that are not controlled 
under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971. 

Some NPS substances have been found to contain drugs controlled under the Misuse of Drugs Act. 

The Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 is reserved to the UK Government.  In response to the availability of 
NPS, the Home Office introduced a new temporary class drug order (15 November 2011). See Home 
office website: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/drugs/drug-law/temporary-class-drug-orders/. 

There is no other definitive legislation outwith the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 and temporary class 
drug order that uniquely deals with the supply of NPS. However, police in Scotland together with 
partners are exploring other legislative options, such as trading standards powers. 

The Scottish Government will continue to work with the Home Office and the police in Scotland to 
understand more about the use and supply of these substances and options to tackle their supply. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government further to the answer to question S4W-11751 by Kenny 
MacAskill on 20 December 2012, which states that "the Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 
sets out clear roles and responsibilities for the Scottish Police Authority and the Chief Constable of the 
Police Service of Scotland" for what reason there is an ongoing dispute between the Chief Constable 
and Scottish Police Authority Chair over their roles and responsibilities. 

 (S4W-12018) 

Kenny MacAskill: At the third meeting of the Scottish Police Authority on 18 January 2013, the 
principles for how eight key corporate services will be organised was approved by the Scottish Police 
Authority. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how it is ensuring that local authorities are meeting their 
obligation under the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995 to consult on the nature of unpaid work 
carried out by people subject to community payback orders. 

 (S4W-12057) 

Kenny MacAskill: Section 227ZM of the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995 places a statutory 
duty on local authorities to provide an annual report to the Scottish Ministers about the operation of 
Community Payback Orders within their area. Scottish Ministers are then required to publish and lay 
before the Scottish Parliament a report that collates and summarises the information provided to them 
by local authorities. 

Guidance was issued by the Scottish Government in relation to the content of these annual reports, 
advising local authorities to include information on activities carried out to consult communities on the 
nature of unpaid work to be undertaken by those on Community Payback Orders.  

A summary of the first set of local authority annual reports, covering the period 1 April 2011 to 31 
March 2012, was laid before Parliament on 21 December 2012 and published on the Scottish 
Government website on the same day. Copies are available in the Scottish Parliament’s Reference 
Centre (SPICe) (Bib No. 54621). 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) 16 to 
19 and (b) 20 to 24-year-olds have a work coach. 

 (S4W-12191) 

Angela Constance: This information is not held centrally. I will ask the Chief Executive of Skills 
Development Scotland to write to you on this matter. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when Skills 
Development Scotland will introduce an action plan to deliver its evaluation strategy. 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/drugs/drug-law/temporary-class-drug-orders/


 (S4W-12192) 

Angela Constance: The production of an action plan to support the delivery of Skills Development 
Scotland’s (SDS) Evaluation Strategy is the responsibility of SDS. I have asked the Chief Executive to 
write to the Member. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many training 
programme opportunities have been (a) available and (b) taken up by 20 to 24-year-olds in each year 
since 2008. 

 (S4W-12194) 

Angela Constance: This information is not held centrally. I will ask the Chief Executive of Skills 
Development Scotland to write to you with the information you have requested. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what support it offers 
to 20 to 24-year-olds seeking training courses. 

 (S4W-12195) 

Angela Constance: Skills Development Scotland (SDS) offers a range of ways for individuals of all 
ages to access training. Learners can contact SDS via more than one hundred locations throughout 
Scotland. SDS have space on their website detailing the services they deliver for individuals as well as 
their dedicated My World of Work online service to help people plan, build and direct their career 
throughout their lives. 

SDS also offers advice by telephone to individuals looking for assistance on their helpline: 0800 917 
8000. 

SDS can advise individuals about both appropriate training available to them, and any associated 
funding for which they may be eligible. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many young 
people who are unemployed and have been so for at least two years have attended a (a) training and 
(b) employability programme in each of the last three years, broken down by programme. 

 (S4W-12197) 

Angela Constance: This information is not held centrally. I will ask the Chief Executive of Skills 
Development Scotland to write to you on this matter. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many prisons 
use father and child visit contracts. 

 (S4W-12211) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

“No prison should be describing the process for bonding visits as a contract. 

As I advised when I wrote to Mary Fee MSP on 25 September 2012, I have instructed a review of 
the current arrangement which is on-going and revised guidance will be issued to all prisons shortly. 
Central to this revised guidance will be that the rights of the child are paramount and recognising a 
prisoners right under European Convention on Human Right to a family life.” 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much funding 
each community justice authority receives under section 27 of the Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968. 

 (S4W-12225) 



Kenny MacAskill: Funding allocated to each Community Justice Authority (CJA) under section 27 
of the Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968, for the current financial year (2012-13), is provided in the 
following table: 

CJA Area Amount 

Fife and Forth Valley £12,148,540 

Glasgow £18,187,279 

Lanarkshire £11,781,996 

Lothian and Borders £14,586,776 

Northern £12,336,156 

North Strathclyde £10,532,199 

South West Scotland £9,368,326 

Tayside £7,891,419 

Total  £96,832,691 

In addition, each Community Justice Authority has been able to submit applications under Section 27 
for additional funding from the Payback Sports Facilities Fund, up to a maximum of £375k per CJA 
over the two years 2011-12 - 2012-13. The aim of the fund is to promote the rehabilitation of offenders 
and help reduce reoffending by maintaining and improving sports amenities available to communities 
throughout Scotland. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide a breakdown by nationality of the prison population. 

 (S4W-12229) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

“On 16 January 2013 the number of offenders in custody including those on remand was 7750 if 
which 7459 were British. The following table shows the nationality of the remaining 291.” 

Prisoner Nationality Totals 

Afghanistan 4 

Albanian 12 

Algerian 3 

Angolan 1 

Australian 1 

Bangladeshi 1 

Bulgarian 2 

Chinese 15 

Czech 2 

Dutch 4 

Ecuadorian 1 

Egyptian 1 

Estonian 1 

French 2 

Gambian 7 

German 2 

Ghanaian 1 

Guinean 1 



Hungarian 3 

Indian 9 

Iranian 2 

Iraqi 3 

Irish 14 

Italian 2 

Jamaican 7 

Kenyan 2 

Korean 1 

Kuwati 1 

Latvian 8 

Libyan 1 

Lithuanian 25 

Malawian 1 

Maltese 1 

Mexican 1 

Morroccan 2 

New Zealander 1 

Nigerian 9 

Pakistani 11 

Palestinian 3 

Polish 61 

Portuguese 3 

Romanian 6 

Russian 6 

Slovakian 4 

Somalian 6 

Southern African 2 

Spanish 3 

Sudanese 1 

Turkish 4 

Ugandan 2 

Undetermined 2 

Vietnamese 17 

Zimbabwean 6 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it evaluates 
rehabilitation programmes (a) in and (b) out of prison. 

 (S4W-12231) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service 
(SPS), to respond. His response is as follows: 

“The evaluation of rehabilitation programmes for individual prisoners is undertaken by analysing data 
gathered before, during and after the delivery of programmes. This includes reviewing psychological 
risk tools, psychometric tests, clinical observation and monitoring offenders’ behaviour. 



The Scottish Prison Service has not individually evaluated the effectiveness of these programmes 
however there is a significant body of research from around the world that demonstrates the 
effectiveness of these in reducing reoffending. 

SPS is currently in the process of reviewing and updating its suite of rehabilitation programmes to 
create a robust framework of evaluation.” 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many repeat 
offenders have repeated rehabilitation programmes in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-12232) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service 
(SPS), to respond. His response is as follows: 

“Interventions will be delivered after an assessment of an individual’s risks and needs. This may 
result in an individual having to repeat interventions to ensure that their risks and needs are as far as 
possible, addressed prior to release. 

The SPS does not record whether repeat offenders are participating on rehabilitation programmes 
for a second (or third) time.” 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether families 
can accumulate prison visits if they live a long distance from the prison. 

 (S4W-12233) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

“A life prisoner or those serving a sentence of more than 14 months who has served at least six 
months may apply to the Governor to start accumulating visits. If the Governor gives permission for 
this then the prisoner will be moved to another prison closer to visitors to participate in such visits for a 
maximum period of two months.” 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether offenders' 
families are involved in reviews of (a) sentencing, (b) care in custody and (c) other aspects of 
offenders' care. 

 (S4W-12234) 

Kenny MacAskill: In relation to reviews of sentencing, following a person's conviction, the court will 
decide on an appropriate sentence within the overall legal framework provided by Parliament. The 
court has wide discretion to consider what an appropriate sentence should be for specific cases and 
will take into account a range of relevant factors such as the circumstances of the offender including 
their family circumstances. Any offender can seek to appeal against their sentence and it will for the 
Appeal Court to consider the merits of the appeal. There is also an exceptional process by which an 
offender can seek to have the Scottish Criminal Cases Review Commission (SCCRC) refer their case 
back to court for a further appeal. An offenders' family can of course assist in helping appeals and 
applications to the SCCRC, but they do not have a formal role in these processes. 

In relation to the review of the care of offenders in custody the Scottish Prison Service (SPS) actively 
encourages offenders and their families to contribute to the prisons Integrated Case Management 
process for those subject to post release supervision and to attend their annual case conference. The 
SPS also invites families, with the offenders’ approval, to the Act2Care case conference as part of its 
Suicide Risk Management Strategy where the offender is at risk of suicide or self harm. 

In addition, community-based social workers regularly meet with families in their home to consider 
the supports and services required and to take account of their views on a possible return to the family 
home when offenders are being considered for any form of release. 



Strategy and External Affairs 

John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
seeks the consent of the Queen or Prince Charles prior to introducing legislation and, if so, in respect 
of (a) how many and (b) which bills it has sought such consent since May 2007 and for which bills 
consent was refused. 

 (S4W-12244) 

Joe FitzPatrick: Rule 9.11 of the Scottish Parliament’s Standing Orders (which reflects the 
requirements of paragraph 7 of Schedule 3 to the Scotland Act 1998) states that: 

“Where a Bill contains provisions, or is amended so as to include provisions, which would, if the Bill 
were a Bill for an Act of the United Kingdom Parliament, require the consent of Her Majesty, the Prince 
and Steward of Scotland or the Duke of Cornwall, the Parliament shall not debate any question 
whether the Bill be passed or approved unless such consent to those provisions has been signified by 
a member of the Scottish Government during proceedings on the Bill at a meeting of the Parliament.” 

Information on Crown consent where it has arisen in relation to individual Bills is not held centrally by 
the Scottish Government. However, the Scottish Government understands that Crown consent has 
been sought, and granted, for every Scottish Parliament Bill enacted since 1999 for which the 
parliamentary authorities have determined that consent is required by Rule 9.11. Where Crown 
consent has been signified, that fact has been confirmed during the debate on the relevant Bill at a 
meeting of the Parliament and has been recorded in the Parliament’s Official Report. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government on which 
legislation it has consulted (a) the Queen and (b) Prince Charles in each year since 1999 and what 
bills were then (i) altered, (ii) dropped and (iii) not given consent. 

 (S4W-12261) 

Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12244 on 24 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Transport Scotland 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
and when it arrived at the figure of 70 minutes for the MV Coruisk’s return crossing time between 
Gourock and the new linkspan in Dunoon. 

 (S4W-12265) 

Keith Brown: Data supplied by David MacBrayne Ltd for the MV Coruisk, for when she previously 
operated an hourly timetable on this service in 2003-04, shows that she arrived on time in just over 
45% of her sailings. A 70 minute scheduled turnaround would avoid the knock on effect of repeated 
late arrivals. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether Transport Scotland specified a required crossing time for the Gourock-Dunoon ferry route 
when it was put out to tender. 

 (S4W-12266) 

Keith Brown: The invitation to tender for the Gourock-Dunoon ferry service issued on 18 February 
2011 included the following minimum requirement for frequency of sailings and timetables: 

The operator must deliver a timetabled service which connects passengers with other local transport 
services. This should, as a minimum, connect with the same railway services as the existing service. 

In practice this required all bidders to propose a timetable that could meet hourly train departures 
from Gourock to Glasgow Central and hourly arrivals in the opposite direction, half-hourly at peak 
times, and to ensure that sufficient time was available to passengers to transfer from ferry to train and 
vice versa. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its position is on whether the Maritime and Coastguard Agency certification of a vessel does not imply 
that it can operate reliably irrespective of weather conditions and that this is a matter to be determined 
by the operator of the vessel. 

 (S4W-12267) 

Keith Brown: The certification of a vessel by the Maritime and Coastguard Agency ensures that it 
meets the regulatory requirements for the waters in which it will sail. The deployment of vessels is a 
matter for owners and operators. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
the Gourock-Dunoon ferry route was put out to tender, whether bids that would have required the 
installation of pontoons would be rejected on the basis that they did not use the existing infrastructure. 

 (S4W-12285) 

Keith Brown: The tender specification for the Gourock-Dunoon ferry service stated that “tenderers 
must highlight the specific harbour facilities which they intend to use for the services.” A bid which 
included the installation and use of pontoons would not have been automatically rejected for that 
reason. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action will be taken to alleviate delays at the Kessock Bridge while resurfacing is taking place. 

 (S4W-12286) 

Keith Brown: During these essential resurfacing works (due to start on 11 February 2013) delays 
are inevitable however Transport Scotland has undertaken extensive planning, consultation and 
investment into ensuring traffic disruption is minimised. Measures include:  

Permanent junction signalisation of A82 Rose Street and Henderson Road in Inverness (Rose Street 
allowing traffic better access onto the A82 and Henderson Road where vehicles will be able to turn 
right avoiding the need to use the Longman roundabout) 

Permanent signalisation of the A9 Longman roundabout 

Permanent southbound slip road from Stadium Road to the A9 southbound at Longman roundabout 
(currently being constructed) 

Temporary short bus lane on Stadium Road to allow only buses to exit via Stadium Road 
northbound 

Temporary dedicated bus and HGV lane on the A9 southbound running from South of Tore 
Roundabout and ending north of the Kessock Bridge 

Peak time train services to and from Inverness doubled in capacity during the works and 
Stagecoach has developed a timetable of additional bus services to and from the Black Isle 

Progressing with additional permanent car parking at Beauly (subject to final land agreements) and 
temporary car parking at Dingwall (use of Ross County Football ground car park). 

Reopening of Conon Bridge railway station (currently due to open on 8 February 2013) 

Installation of additional Variable Message Signing and CCTV cameras in order to provide better 
information to road users 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to develop a park and ride facility to alleviate traffic congestion at the Kessock Bridge. 

 (S4W-12287) 



Keith Brown: During these essential resurfacing works (due to start on 11 February 2013) delays 
are inevitable however Transport Scotland has undertaken extensive planning, consultation and 
investment into ensuring traffic disruption is minimised. 

Measures to alleviate delays include the use of additional permanent car parking at Beauly station 
(which we are progressing subject to final land agreements) and temporary car parking at Dingwall 
(use of Ross County Football ground car park) allowing their use for park and ride. 

Transport Scotland does not currently have any plans to develop either a temporary or a permanent 
park and ride facility at Tore. Transport Scotland considered this in detail at an early stage with The 
Highland Council (using their extensive knowledge of the local network) as part of the permanent 
mitigation measures on the A82 and A9 which will have significant beneficial effects both during the 
Kessock Bridge works, and in the long term). There was insufficient evidence to support the long term 
viability of a park and ride at the Tore site north of the Kessock Bridge. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
recent discussions it has had with Highland Council regarding the provision of a park and ride facility 
at Tore. 

 (S4W-12288) 

Keith Brown: During these essential resurfacing works (due to start on 11 February 2013) delays 
are inevitable however Transport Scotland has undertaken extensive planning, consultation and 
investment into ensuring traffic disruption is minimised. 

Transport Scotland does not currently have any plans to develop either a temporary or a permanent 
park and ride facility at Tore. Transport Scotland considered this in detail at an early stage with The 
Highland Council (using their extensive knowledge of the local network) as part of the permanent 
mitigation measures on the A82 and A9 which will have significant beneficial effects both during the 
Kessock Bridge works, and in the long term). There was insufficient evidence to support the long term 
viability of a park and ride at the Tore site north of the Kessock Bridge. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
modelling has been carried out to predict traffic congestion at the approaches to the Kessock Bridge 
while it is being resurfaced. 

 (S4W-12289) 

Keith Brown: During these essential resurfacing works (due to start on 11 February 2013) delays 
are inevitable however Transport Scotland has undertaken extensive planning, consultation and 
investment into ensuring traffic disruption is minimised. 

As part of this planning an extensive traffic model covering the road network in and around 
Inverness has been developed to investigate traffic flows, journey times, delays, congestion, and 
develop measures to alleviate and minimise delays. 

 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
contingency plans have been made to allow emergency vehicles access to cross the Kessock Bridge 
while it is being resurfaced. 

 (S4W-12290) 

Keith Brown: During these essential resurfacing works (due to start on 11 February 2013) delays 
are inevitable however Transport Scotland has undertaken extensive planning, consultation and 
investment into ensuring traffic disruption is minimised. 

Emergency vehicles will be able to use the temporary dedicated bus and HGV lane which will be put 
in place on the A9 southbound running from south of Tore roundabout and ending north of the 
Kessock Bridge. Going North over the Kessock Bridge emergency vehicles will be able to use the 
short bus lane on Stadium Road to exit via Stadium Road northbound or the A82 Longman Road and 
onto the Kessock Bridge. 

 



David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with (a) Highland Council, (b) the emergency services, (c) British Waterways 
and (d) businesses regarding the use of the Inverness - Beauly road while the Kessock Bridge is being 
resurfaced.  

 (S4W-12291) 

Keith Brown: During these essential resurfacing works (due to start on 11 February 2013) delays 
are inevitable however Transport Scotland has undertaken extensive planning consultation and 
investment into ensuring traffic disruption is minimised. 

Transport Scotland developed a detailed Communications Strategy and as part of this Transport 
Scotland has had ongoing discussions and liaison with The Highland Council, the emergency 
services, British Waterways (now Scottish Canals), stakeholders and businesses regarding the use of 
the Inverness-Beauly road (the A862) during the main phases of work on the Kessock Bridge.  

Transport Scotland is not promoting the A862 as a diversion route. The detailed traffic modeling did 
not predict a significant impact on the A862. It is likely that around 200 to 300 cars will divert via the 
A862 during a.m. and p.m. peak three hour periods. Discussions with Scottish Canals have taken 
place to alleviate possible queuing on A862 at Muirton Swing Bridge when the works commence and 
the canal re-opens following its annual closure for essential maintenance.  

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-11868 

S4W-11869 

S4W-11870 

S4W-11872 

S4W-11889 

S4W-11892 

S4W-11900 

S4W-12178 

 

 


