
Tuesday 29 January 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
plans to issue updated guidance to local authorities and housing associations on housing revenue 
accounts as a result of the introduction of the recent welfare reforms. 

Holding answer issued: 24 January 2013 (S4W-12178) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government is working with Local Government and other 
stakeholders to support the Scottish housing community as it deals with the UK Government's welfare 
reforms. Scottish Government investment is supporting awareness raising, training and guidance for 
local authorities and housing associations on the welfare reforms. Our action plan is available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/16342/hbreform/sg. 

The housing revenue account is an internal account particular to the finances of local authorities. 
This account records income and expenditure in relation to a local authority’s own direct provision of 
housing. The introduction of the welfare reforms does not alter the rationale for local authorities to 
maintain these accounts. There are therefore no plans to incorporate welfare reform issues into the 
guidance. 

 

Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when the updated National Flood Risk Assessment will be published. 

 

Holding answer issued: 28 January 2013 (S4W-12238) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The first ever National Flood Risk Assessment (NFRA) for Scotland was 
published in December 2011 and is only the first step in a new risk-based approach to managing the 
impacts of floods, where the focus of plans and actions to manage flooding are targeted on where the 
need and benefits are greatest. The next step is for SEPA to publish new flood risk and flood hazard 
maps in December 2013. The NFRA will form a regular part of the new Flood Risk Management 
Planning Cycle, and will be updated by 22 December 2018, as required by the Flood Risk 
Management (Scotland) Act 2009. 

 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether its broadband strategy will ensure that all rural areas have access to high-speed broadband. 

 (S4W-12340) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government’s Digital Strategy commits us to delivering world-class 
digital infrastructure, capable of delivering high speed broadband, to all of Scotland by 2020. Those 
areas currently experiencing poor or no service will be a priority. 

As an interim milestone, we are committed to providing access to next generation, high speed 
broadband to at least 85% of premises across Scotland by the end of 2015. We will also put in place 
measures to ensure a significant uplift in service for the remaining 10-15% for whom delivery of 
broadband at this speed will not be possible. 

 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
plans it has to use unused high-speed broadband lines in rural areas to ensure that rural communities 
have access to high-speed broadband. 

 (S4W-12341) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government is promoting infrastructure sharing as a means of 
extending the reach and reducing the costs of broadband roll-out across all of Scotland, and 
particularly in rural communities. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/16342/hbreform/sg


Bidders for the two projects that form the Scottish Government’s Step Change 2015 Programme are 
being encouraged through the respective procurements to re-use existing infrastructure where it 
reduces cost or increases coverage. 

To assist, details of existing infrastructure has been captured and made available to bidders as part 
of the tender process. The extent to which it will ultimately be re-used is dependent on the intervention 
area for the projects; the benefits that using the infrastructure could deliver; and the commercial terms 
that can be agreed between the supplier and the infrastructure owners. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much of the Barnett consequentials arising from the 2012 Autumn Statement has been allocated to 
flood risk management. 

 (S4W-12484) 

John Swinney: The total funding allocated to local government by way of capital consequentials 
arising from the 2012 Autumn Statement is £46.2 million. Local authorities have the lead for flood risk 
management in their respective areas and the capital consequentials will be distributed between all 
local authorities according to an agreed formula share. The funding will be spread over two years with 
£1.3 million allocated for 2012-13 and £44.9 million allocated for 2013-14. 

The additional funding will support those capital projects that are ready to be delivered and 
additional to current local government investment plans. 

Finance 

 Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
produce advice for local authorities and other public sector bodies on incorporating a living wage 
requirement into procurement contracts. 

 (S4W-12452) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government issued a Scottish Procurement Policy Note in August 
2012 which provided advice to Scottish local authorities and other public sector bodies on the potential 
to encourage contractors to pay their employees a living wage through procurement processes. This 
note is also available on the Scottish Government website: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0039/00399217.pdf. 

As part of our public consultation on the Procurement Reform Bill we sought views from 
stakeholders on the impact and implications of encouraging the living wage through procurement 
which are currently under consideration. We have published an analysis of the responses: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/01/1908. 

Governance and Communities 

 Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what recent progress has been made in encouraging local authority pension funds to invest in 
affordable and social housing. 

 

Holding answer issued: 25 January 2013 (S4W-11931) 

Margaret Burgess: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-09429 on 20 September 
2012, the Scottish Government has continued in discussion with a range of parties interested in 
providing pension fund and institutional investment for housing in Scotland. 

This includes Falkirk Council, who recently advised that they are in a position to discuss how their 
interest in applying their pension funds for housing might be supported. Scottish Government officials 
are scheduled to meet with Falkirk next month. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0039/00399217.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/01/1908
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it plans to review the recommended separation distance between wind 
turbines and the edge of cities, towns and villages contained in the Scottish Planning Policy. 

 (S4W-12045) 

Derek Mackay: The Scottish Government will consider all relevant matters in the current review of 
Scottish Planning Policy. The document is being reviewed as a whole, not on a topic-by-topic basis. 
This means looking at the connections between policy topics and taking an integrated approach. 

 

Margaret Mitchell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the scientific basis is for the recommended separation distance between 
wind turbines and the edge of cities, towns and villages contained in the Scottish Planning Policy and 
when this was last reviewed. 

 (S4W-12046) 

Derek Mackay: The scientific basis for the recommended separation distance is that in relation to 
settlements, wind turbine development at a distance of up to 2 km is likely to be a prominent feature in 
an open landscape. This was first set out in Guidelines on the Environmental Impacts of Windfarms 
and Small Scale Hydroelectric Schemes (Scottish Natural Heritage), February 2001. The criterion was 
then set out in Planning Advice Note 45 (2002) (since superseded). The criterion was later adopted in 
a review of Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) on Renewable Energy in 2007 and continued in the 
consolidated SPP in 2010. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what percentage of 
prisoners is released without accommodation. 

 

Holding answer issued: 28 January 2013 (S4W-12230) 

Margaret Burgess: Between 1 April 2011 and 31 March 2012 there were 19,792 discharges from 
prison, of whom 846 people stated that they would be of no fixed abode on release. In the same 
period there were 1,735 applications to local authorities for homelessness assistance from homeless 
households where discharge from prison was the main reason for the applicant’s homelessness. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
benefits it expects to be gained from the Joint European Support for Sustainable Investment in City 
Areas (JESSICA) and Scottish Partnership for Regeneration in Urban Centres (SPRUCE) funding 
initiatives. 

 (S4W-12272) 

Margaret Burgess: SPRUCE, Scotland’s £50 million JESSICA Fund, provides loan support to 
revenue-generating regeneration projects within the 13 eligible areas targeted within Priority 3 of the 
Lowland and Uplands Scotland ERDF Programme 2007-2013. It is anticipated that the fund will be 
recycled up to three times within 10 years, providing a significant resource to support successful 
regeneration. 

SPRUCE is an innovative investment model, capable of attracting public and private sector finance 
and expertise, to assist the delivery of urban regeneration projects SPRUCE is supporting sustainable 
economic growth by investing in infrastructure projects at a time when the lack of available market 
lending can make it difficult to get projects started. It is helping to regenerate our city and urban areas, 
while providing support for the construction sector and creating and supporting jobs – and can support 
a range of development such as office and commercial space, key transport projects and investment 
in energy efficiency projects. 

SPRUCE has supported two projects to date, with investments totalling £11.4 million. The first at 
Dundyvan in Coatbridge will support up to 100 jobs and provide new commercial space for up to 16 
small and medium enterprises, while generating 12 new jobs during the construction phase. 



The second, in Glasgow provides much needed Grade A office space for the city centre, which 
should generate interest from high profile companies whilst helping to support up to 250 jobs in the 
construction sector and 30 apprenticeships. During construction the contractors have agreed through 
the inclusion of community benefits, to provide work placements opportunities, support new and 
completing apprentices, advertise jobs and contracts locally and provide training to contractors and 
subcontractors. 

 

Jamie Hepburn (Cumbernauld and Kilsyth) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what estimates it has made of the number of extra children in Scotland who will be 
deemed to be in poverty as a result of the provisions in the Welfare Benefits Up-rating Bill. 

 (S4W-12335) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Department of Work and Pensions are estimating that the uprating measures 
in 2013-14, 2014-15 and 2015-16 will result in around an extra 200,000 children being in relative 
income poverty compared to uprating benefits by CPI. Based on Scotland’s current share of children 
in poverty, this will result in an estimated 15,000 children being pushed into poverty as a result of the 
1% uprating of working-age benefits. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the average 
spend is per household under the Energy Assistance Package. 

 (S4W-12355) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Over the three financial years from 2009-10 to 2011-12, the total Scottish 
Government programme expenditure on the Energy Assistance Package (EAP) was £100.9 million 
and some 233,000 households were estimated to have been assisted at an average spend per 
household of approximately £430. This expenditure covered all four stages of EAP, including energy 
advice, tariff and benefits checking, referral to energy companies for CERT-funded insulation 
measures and the end to end process of installing physical measures (insulation and new or repaired 
central heating systems) under EAP stage 4. The vast majority of the expenditure (£92.7 million) was 
spent on EAP stage 4, providing physical measures to 27,969 households at an average cost of 
approximately £3,300 per household. The Energy Assistance Package is expected to save 
households at least £3.80 on energy costs for every £1 of Scottish Government expenditure. 

Note that the 2011-12 data is provisional and that the energy cost saving is based on estimates from 
June 2012. More information on the delivery of the Energy Assistance Package can be found in the 
Home Energy Programmes Detailed Report 2009-2012, available from the Energy Saving Trust 
website: 
www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/scotland/Take-action/Home-Energy-Scotland/Energy-Assistance-
Package/Programme-statistics 

Health and Social Care 

 Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on people making individual patient treatment requests having their waiting time 
“clocks” reset to zero rather than stopped. 

 (S4W-11989) 

Alex Neil: The rules around waiting time clock adjustments or resets are set out in The Patient 
Rights (Treatment Time Guarantee) (Scotland) Regulations 2012. 

Any patient requests would be covered by patient advised unavailability. Boards are required to 
explain to the patient the full impact of the consequence of any such request on their waiting time 
clock and follow this up in writing. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has issued guidance to NHS boards regarding not offering patients an alternative locally 
based appointment if the date of the appointment would result in a breach of the waiting times 
guarantee and, if so, which boards and when. 

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/scotland/Take-action/Home-Energy-Scotland/Energy-Assistance-Package/Programme-statistics
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/scotland/Take-action/Home-Energy-Scotland/Energy-Assistance-Package/Programme-statistics


 (S4W-11990) 

Alex Neil: This issue is covered in guidance issued by the Scottish Government in August 2012 in 
relation to the treatment time guarantee and also on NHS Scotland waiting time guidance. These 
documents are available at the following links: 
www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2012_32.pdf  
www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2012_33.pdf. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government who determines 
the membership of the Scottish Chronic Pain Steering Group and whether appointments to the group 
are regulated or supervised by any organisation. 

 (S4W-12367) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Chronic Pain Steering Group was convened by The Scottish 
Government with the secretariat and support for the Group being provided by Healthcare Improvement 
Scotland. Membership is multidisciplinary and includes voluntary sector and patient representation. 
Additional advice and expertise is co-opted as required. 

The method of selection of representatives to serve on groups may vary depending on the nature, 
remit, role and term of the group. In many cases no specific qualifications or specialist knowledge is 
required, beyond an enthusiasm to get involved in making things better. 

Regular updates are provided on the work of the group and are reported to Scottish Ministers. 
Updates on the work of the group are also publically available at: 
http://www.knowledge.scot.nhs.uk/pain. 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much funding it 
has given to the Scottish Muscle Network in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-12407) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government does not directly fund the Scottish Muscle Network. 

The Scottish Muscle Network is one of 23 National Managed Clinical Networks (NMCN). Each 
NMCN is individually commissioned and performance managed by National Services Division on 
behalf of the Scottish Government Health and Social Care directorates and NHS boards. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it will help the 
Scottish Muscle Network to achieve the goals set out in its Annual Report 2011-12. 

 (S4W-12408) 

Michael Matheson: All National Managed Clinical Networks (NMCNs), including the Scottish 
Muscle Network, are provided with performance management support through NHS National Services 
Scotland, National Services Division. The formal mechanism for this is a service agreement and a 
closely monitored annual work plan of activities. 

The Scottish Muscle Network has reported significant progress against its goals which are included 
within its latest annual report. The network has most recently: 
arranged a multidisciplinary educational conference on 6 September 2012; 
completed a myotonic dystrophy audit the findings of which will be included within its 2012-13 annual 
report; 
hosted a forum on neuromuscular cases on 13 September 2012. A further forum is planned for May 
2013; and 
audited the uptake and use of transitional care resources. 
The network is currently developing seven information sheets on neuromuscular conditions for 
NHSScotland’s primary care services. 

Learning and Justice 

 Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it has made of the findings of the Welsh Government report, Evaluation of the Welsh 
School-based Counselling Strategy: Final Report. 

 (S4W-12054) 

http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2012_32.pdf
http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2012_33.pdf
http://www.knowledge.scot.nhs.uk/pain


Alasdair Allan: Scottish Government officials met with the British Association for Counselling and 
Psychotherapy (BACP), the authors of the Welsh Government report, in August 2012 to discuss the 
report’s findings and their relevance for Scotland. Education Scotland are now in discussion with 
BACP to identify how best to disseminate the findings to Scottish local authorities. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on the Welsh Government’s decision to introduce a statutory duty for local 
authorities to provide school-based counselling in all post-primary schools and whether it will consider 
similar measures for Scotland. 

 (S4W-12055) 

Alasdair Allan: The Schools (Health Promotion and Nutrition) (Scotland) Act 2007 places a duty on 
all education authorities and managers of grant-aided schools to endeavour to ensure that public 
schools and grant-aided schools are health promoting. The Act defines a health promoting school as 
one which provides activities and an environment and facilities which promote the physical, social, 
mental and emotional health and wellbeing of pupils in attendance at the school. 

In addition, under Curriculum for Excellence, everyone within each learning community, whatever 
their contact with children and young people may be, shares a responsibility for creating a positive 
ethos and climate of trust, one in which everyone can make a positive contribution to the wellbeing of 
each individual within the school and wider community. 

It is for each local authority and school to decide how best to meet their duties under the Schools 
(Health Promotion and Nutrition) (Scotland) Act 2007 and to develop their own approaches to 
implement Curriculum for Excellence, based on local needs and circumstances. A number of 
authorities provide access to school based counselling in their schools. In other areas, schools utilise 
the skills of their pastoral care staff and liaise with health services for specialist support when required. 

 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the (a) 
mean and (b) median wage is for police (i) officers and (ii) civilian support staff. 

 (S4W-12270) 

Kenny MacAskill: The information requested is not held centrally. This is a matter for police forces. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much has been 
spent on legal aid in preparation for trials that had to be rescheduled in each year since 2007. 

 (S4W-12307) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Legal Aid Board does not collect or hold such information centrally. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it considers that the Scottish Police Authority should have control of the Police Service of 
Scotland or hold it accountable for its actions. 

 (S4W-12321) 

Kenny MacAskill: In terms of The Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012, The Scottish Police 
Authority’s main functions are: 

(a) To maintain the Police Service, 

15 (aa) To promote the policing principles set out in section 32, 

(b) To promote and support continuous improvement in the policing of Scotland, 

(ba) To keep under review the policing of Scotland, 

(c) To hold the chief constable to account for the policing of Scotland (including, in 

particular, the chief constable’s carrying out of the duties imposed by or 



20 mentioned in section 17). 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what input local authorities will have into how the policing budget is spent in their areas once the 
Police Service of Scotland becomes operational. 

 (S4W-12322) 

Kenny MacAskill: Each local authority area will have a designated Local Police Commander, who 
will work with locally elected councillors and Community Planning Partnerships to shape local services 
and prioritise local needs. This includes a statutory requirement to prepare a local police plan for each 
local authority area setting out the main priorities and objectives for policing in the local authority area. 

All 32 local authorities in Scotland and eight regional police services are currently involved in 
developing and trialling new local engagement and scrutiny arrangements, which will be introduced on 
day one of the new service. In collaboration with COSLA and the Improvement Service, we have 
published national guidance on good practice in this area. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the (a) Scottish Police Authority has and (b) Police Service of Scotland will have (i) human 
resources and (ii) finance functions. 

 (S4W-12323) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 makes it clear that the Scottish 
Police Authority (SPA) has a duty “to maintain the Police Service” and that the Chief Constable “is 
responsible for the day to day administration of the Police Service.” 

Decisions on the detailed structures for the delivery of corporate functions within these organisations 
rest with the Scottish Police Authority and the Police Service of Scotland. The SPA Board confirmed 
on Friday 18 January 2013 that as they take forward this work to finalise the detailed arrangements for 
finance and HR, they will appoint some staff as police staff (under the direction and control of the 
Chief Constable) and other staff as SPA staff. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4O-01379 by Alasdair Allan on 24 October 2012 
(Official Report, c.12514) whether the stakeholder group reviewing Guidance on Education of Children 
Absent from School through Ill-health met during the last three months of 2012 and, if so, when. 

 (S4W-12331) 

Alasdair Allan: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12332 on 29 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government when the stakeholder group reviewing Guidance on Education of Children Absent from 
School through Ill-health (a) last met and (b) will next meet. 

 (S4W-12332) 

Alasdair Allan: The children unable to attend school due to ill health review group last met on 28 
March 2012 and will next meet on 1 February 2013. 

A meeting of the group was unable to be facilitated in December 2012 as intended due to other 
pressures. Meetings of the group have now been scheduled across 2013 to take this work forward. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government when the updated Guidance on Education of Children Absent from School through Ill-
health will be published. 

 (S4W-12334) 

Alasdair Allan: The intention is that as part of their consideration of the issues which require further 
guidance the stakeholder group will also consider the format and timing of the preparation of the 
products which will result from the review. The review is not simply a rewrite of the current guidance 
document, instead it will consider what is required to remove barriers to the successful implementation 
of the duties to provide education to those who are unable to attend school. 

 

Dave Thompson (Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what recent discussions it has had with Creative Scotland on developing support for 
artistic and creative activities using the Scots language. 

 (S4W-12342) 

Alasdair Allan: Scottish Ministers and Scottish Government officials have met recently with 
Creative Scotland to discuss the role of Creative Scotland in supporting and promoting the Scots 
language. Discussions have been positive and Creative Scotland has provided a paper to Ministers 
setting out their vision for Scots. Following these discussions, Creative Scotland will develop the paper 
further and it will inform the development of their policy for the Scots language. 

The Scottish Government is supporting and facilitating close working between Creative Scotland and 
Scots bodies where possible. At the request of the Scottish Government, Creative Scotland is taking 
forward the Scots Language Working Group recommendation that a Scots Scrievar be appointed. 
Ministers have requested that they consult closely with Scots language interests, including the Scots 
Language Centre and Scottish Language Dictionaries. 

The Scottish Government assumed responsibility for direct funding of Scottish Language 
Dictionaries (SLD) and the Scots Language Centre (SLC) in 2009. Since then the Scottish 
Government has taken a number of steps to strengthen the roles of the SLC and SLD. In addition to 
the project with Creative Scotland, mentioned above, SLD and SLC have, at the request of the 
Scottish Government, been involved in close working with bodies such as Education Scotland, the 
General Register Office of Scotland (now National Records of Scotland) and the National Trust for 
Scotland. 

The Scottish Government has also provided additional resources to both SLD and the SLC to enable 
them to make progress with specific initiatives such as the SLD book on Scots grammar, the SLC 
website to support the Scots Language question in Census 2011 and to make progress with Scots 
language working Group recommendations such as the Scots Touns project. 

 

Dave Thompson (Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it takes to support a joint working approach between Creative Scotland, the 
Scots Language Centre and Scottish Language Dictionaries in developing support for the Scots 
language. 

 (S4W-12343) 

Alasdair Allan: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12342 on 29 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Dave Thompson (Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it has taken to strengthen the role of (a) the Scots Language Centre and (b) 
Scottish Language Dictionaries as national agencies for developing Scots language (i) policy and (ii) 
projects in light of the recommendations in the Report of the Ministerial Working Group on the Scots 
Language. 

 (S4W-12344) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Alasdair Allan: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12342 on 29 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many staff from each police force have been assigned to work in the single service reform team units. 

 (S4W-12361) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government does not hold the requested information. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
an equalities impact assessment will be carried out before the creation of corporate services for the 
Police Service of Scotland. 

 (S4W-12362) 

Kenny MacAskill: This will be a matter for the Scottish Police Authority and the Chief Constable of 
the Police Service of Scotland to take forward. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
equalities impact assessments will be carried out before implementing the outcomes of the single 
service reform groups. 

 (S4W-12363) 

Kenny MacAskill: Work on the implementation of the single service reform groups is being 
undertaken by the Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland National Police Reform Team and 
as such this is a matter for the Police Service of Scotland to take forward. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
salary cost has been of the time allocated by each police force to the single service reform team units. 

 (S4W-12366) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government does not hold the requested information. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government when the main grant letter breaking down details of the grants to colleges for (a) 2011-12 
and (b) 2012-13 will be published and what the reason is for any delay. 

 (S4W-12373) 

Michael Russell: Matters related to the provision of grant to individual colleges are the responsibility 
of the Scottish Funding Council. I have asked the chief executive of the council to write to the member. 

 

Alison McInnes (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether a rural college that merges with a city-based college will remain eligible for the 
institutional element of rural and remoteness funding. 

 (S4W-12374) 

Michael Russell: Matters related to the funding of individual colleges are the responsibility of the 
Scottish Funding Council. I have asked the chief executive of the council to write to the member. 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what guidance it has given to councils regarding the type of work to be carried out by people 
sentenced to community payback orders. 

 (S4W-12387) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Kenny MacAskill: Practice guidance on the operation of the Community Payback Order (CPO), 
drawn up in consultation with a range of relevant organisations and agencies, was issued to local 
authorities on 24 December 2010, in advance of the legislation coming into force. This guidance 
contains a section on the “unpaid work or other activity” requirement which includes information on the 
objectives and guiding principles of the unpaid work element. It does not, however, specify the type of 
unpaid work to be carried out by offenders, which is for local authorities to determine. 

The guidance is designed to be read in conjunction with the National Outcomes and Standards for 
Social Work Services in the Criminal Justice System, and specifically section 8 thereof which deals 
with reparation. 

Both documents are available on the Scottish Government website at the following location: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/public-safety/offender-
management/offender/community/16910/Standards/Guidance  

Local authorities now have a statutory duty to consult annually on the nature of unpaid work and 
other activities to be undertaken by those on CPOs. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has received legal advice concerning the position of an independent Scotland 
in the European Union, as announced by the Deputy First Minister in her statement on 23 October 
2012 (Official Report, c.12408). 

 (S4W-11793) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12099 on 23 January 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Transport Scotland 

 Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what plans it has to improve the availability of live traffic cameras on the (a) A90, 
(b) A96 and (c) A98. 

 (S4W-12339) 

Keith Brown: There are 15 live traffic camera views available on the Traffic Scotland website 
covering the Grampian area including the A90 and the A96. Transport Scotland is currently reviewing 
its Intelligent Transport System strategy to look for opportunities to add further cameras and they 
recognise additional cameras on the A90 and A96 trunk roads would be beneficial. Live traffic 
cameras are available to view on the Traffic Scotland website and mobile devices. Transport Scotland 
is also taking steps to improve the resilience and availability of camera images as technical issues are 
known to affect the website for short periods of time. 

Responsibility for all aspects of traffic management on the A98, including improving the availability of 
live traffic cameras, rests with Aberdeenshire Council and Moray Council. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S4W-10860 by Keith Brown on 14 
November 2012, for what reason redundancy payments were made by Argyll Ferries Ltd and not 
Cowal Ferries Ltd; for what reason redundancy payments amounted to £1,400,182; how much of this 
was incurred through charges for terminating contracts with agency staff, and whether it considers that 
Argyll Ferries Ltd met best accounting practice in its 2011-12 annual report by not showing 
redundancy payments and start-up costs as separate exceptional items. 

 (S4W-12378) 

Keith Brown: Under the Transfer of Undertakings (Protection of Employment) legislation, staff 
contracts transferred from Cowal Ferries Ltd to Argyll Ferries Ltd when the latter took over operations 
from the former. Redundancy payments amounting to £1,400,182 were, therefore, made by Argyll 
Ferries Ltd under terms agreed through negotiation with the relevant Trades Unions. No redundancy 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/public-safety/offender-management/offender/community/16910/Standards/Guidance
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/public-safety/offender-management/offender/community/16910/Standards/Guidance
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


payments were made to agency staff. The accounts of Argyll Ferries Ltd are prepared and 
independently audited under UK Accounting Standards and applicable UK law (UK Generally 
Accepted Accounting Practice). 

Chic Brodie (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with the management of Scotland’s airports regarding their preparedness to 
deal with severe snow conditions. 

 (S4W-12402) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government meets the management of all of Scotland’s main airports on 
a regular basis. Discussions cover a wide range of issues including resilience and winter weather 
preparedness. 

During bad weather events, we work closely with the airports to ensure information is shared and 
disseminated so that the transport network continues to work to best effect and passengers are kept 
informed. 

The following questions were given holding answers: 

S4W-12250 
S4W-12251 
S4W-12252 
S4W-12253 
S4W-12254 
S4W-12255 
S4W-12260 
S4W-12269 


