
Thursday 31 January 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
recent discussions it has had with (a) Ofgem and (b) the UK Government regarding the impact on 
consumers of rising energy costs. 

 

Holding answer issued: 28 January 2013 (S4W-11938) 

Fergus Ewing: Scottish Ministers and Scottish Government officials have regular and on-going 
discussions with Ofgem and the UK Government’s Department of Energy and Climate Change on a 
range of energy issues, including what more can be done to mitigate the impact of rising energy costs 
on consumers. 

Recent discussions have been: 

a) The Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Infrastructure, Investment and Cities, Nicola 
Sturgeon, has formally responded to Ofgem’s consultation on its updated domestic proposals under its 
Retail Market Review on 16 December 2012. I also formally responded to Ofgem’s consultation on its 
updated proposals for businesses on 19 December 2012. 

We will continue to liaise with Ofgem on its proposals for both domestic and non-domestic 
consumers as it moves toward implementation. 

Scottish Government officials have also liaised with Ofgem on the Energy Best Deal Plus pilot 
project which was a project delivered in summer 2012 by Citizens Advice Scotland (CAS), funded by 
the six major energy suppliers. Scottish Government officials worked closely with CAS to deliver the 
pilot. Its aim was to support vulnerable customers by helping them identify the best tariff for them and 
by referring them for any energy efficiency measures or financial support available to them from their 
supplier. 

The Scottish Government fully supports the aims of this project and we are currently working with 
CAS and the energy suppliers to seek financial support for the full roll-out of the project across 
Scotland. 

b) Scottish Government officials are involved in on-going discussions with officials from the UK 
Department of Energy & Climate Change on matters relating to Electricity Market Reform and the 
Energy Bill, including proposed amendments to the Energy Bill covering measures to get consumers 
on the lowest tariff. The Scottish Government will continue to press the UK Government to ensure that 
it uses the Energy Bill to help consumers get simpler and cheaper tariffs. 

On 24 January 2013, the Minister for Housing & Welfare, Margaret Burgess, jointly hosted an energy 
summit in Scotland with UK Ministers, with participation from representatives from the major energy 
companies and voluntary sector organisations, to promote the successful development of the National 
Retrofit Scheme in Scotland, to seek further solutions to issues such as rising energy costs, to 
increase protection for vulnerable consumers and to ensure effective delivery of the Energy Company 
Obligation in Scotland. It was further noted that, unlike England and Wales, Scotland will be retaining 
the current definition of fuel poverty following advice from the independent Fuel Poverty Forum, which 
allows us to focus our efforts on addressing the causes and reducing the impact of fuel poverty.  

 

Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what analysis it has conducted of any potential water pollution as a result of 
unconventional gas exploration and extraction and whether it is considering commissioning further 
research. 

 

Holding answer issued: 28 January 2013 (S4W-12236) 

Fergus Ewing: Following the investigation of two seismic tremors experienced near Preese Hall, 
Lancashire during fracking operations in 2011, the Royal Academy of Engineering and the Royal 



Society conducted a wide ranging and authoritative review of the scientific and technical evidence on 
the risks associated with hydraulic fracturing for shale gas, and published a report in June 2012. Their 
overall conclusion is that the risks can be managed effectively in the UK as long as operational best 
practices are implemented and enforced through current regulation, a position shared by The Scottish 
Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA). 

Whilst we and SEPA believe that the current regulatory tools provide a high level of protection, it 
should be noted that shale gas activity, including hydraulic fracturing, is only exploratory and there is 
no experience of production operations in the UK as yet. Therefore we will monitor any future activity 
to ensure that the current tools are effective in protecting the water environment and if not will look at 
further measures at that point. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it is planning to increase the number of insect pollinators. 

 (S4W-12329) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government has contributed £0.5 million of co-funding to the Insect 
Pollinators Initiative (IPI) which is a research initiative led by the Biotechnology and Biological 
Sciences Research Council. The aim of the IPI is to aid understanding and mitigation of the biological 
and environmental factors that adversely affect insect pollinators. More information is available at: 
www.bbsrc.ac.uk/pollinators/. 

The Scottish Government is currently in the third year of its 10-year Honey Bee Health Strategy, the 
main aim of which is to achieve a sustainable and healthy population of honey bees for pollination and 
honey production in Scotland through strengthened partnership working between stakeholders with an 
interest in honey bees. 

As honey bees are a flagship species the benefits accrued through the bee health strategy will bring 
consequential benefits to other insect pollinators. More information is available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/06/23102211/0. 

The first Scotland-wide honey bee health survey is being completed, involving inspections taking 
place and samples being collected from most parts of the country. Science and Advice for Scottish 
Agriculture is currently analysing the results and a composite report will be released later in the year. 
The report will provide a snapshot of the nation’s bee health and will be used to inform future 
decisions relating to bee health and treatment of diseases, pests and emerging threats 

Scotland’s biodiversity strategy is currently under review. The associated consultation document, the 
2020 Challenge for Scotland’s Biodiversity (http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/07/5241) 
recognised the vital role of pollinators to Scotland and the importance of protecting them. 

 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
value of game shooting is to the economy. 

 (S4W-12372) 

Paul Wheelhouse: A report by Public and Corporate Economic Consultants (PACEC) in 2006 titled 
“The Economic and Environmental Impact of Sporting Shooting” is the most recent study of the value 
of game shooting in Scotland. Their study estimated that, at that time, game shooting was worth £240 
million annually to the economy of Scotland. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what its position is on recent comments by CNN that Scotland's natural 
heritage is a reason for it being an internationally notable travel destination. 

 (S4W-12442) 

Fergus Ewing: CNN’s accolade supports the Scottish Government’s ambition to grow the tourism 
sector. 2013 has been assigned the Year of Natural Scotland, which is an opportunity to spotlight, 
celebrate and promote Scotland’s outstanding natural beauty, landscapes and biodiversity to our 

http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/pollinators/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/06/23102211/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/07/5241


people and our visitors, and to continue to build on the momentum created by the previous focus 
years as we progress towards Homecoming 2014 and beyond. 

It is intended that the legacy of the Year of Natural Scotland will be the economic benefit for 
Scotland through increased awareness of Scotland’s natural assets and participation by Scotland’s 
people and visitors in festivals, events and natural attractions; enhancement of Scotland’s reputation 
as a place of outstanding natural beauty to enjoy responsibly; better working relationships across the 
sector; and development of operational practice and initiatives that continue through to 2014 and 
beyond in supporting and enhancing sustainable nature-based tourism.  

Governance and Communities 

Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will consider extending the requirements of the Scottish Housing Quality 
Standard to the private rented sector. 

 (S4O-1768) 

Margaret Burgess: There is an existing statutory repairing standard for private sector landlords. 
The consultation last autumn on Homes That Don’t Cost The Earth sought views on whether a single 
common standard should apply to all properties irrespective of tenure and we will publish a long term 
Sustainable Housing Strategy in the first half of this year. The consultation highlighted broad support 
for setting up a working group to develop draft regulations on the energy efficiency of private housing 
and this group will be formed shortly. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much funding 
allocated to the Energy Assistance Package in 2012-13 (a) has been spent, (b) has been committed 
and (c) remains unspent. 

 (S4W-12354) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Energy Assistance Package (EAP) budget for 2012-13 was £47.5 million, of 
this £44 million was allocated to EAP stage 4. The balance of £3.5 million was primarily for grant 
funding the Energy Saving Trust and Energy Action Scotland and funding any marketing campaigns. 

The state of play as of 31 December 2012 was that: 

(a) £29.4 million had been spent – see notes (i), (iv); 
(b) £8.2 million was committed - see notes (ii), (iv); and 
(c) £9.9 million remained unspent -see notes (iii), (iv). 

 Notes: 

(i) Figure includes both expenditure on stage 4, estimated from Scottish Gas management 
information data on the number of installations completed in the period April to December 2012, and 
the money spent or committed to the Energy Saving Trust and Energy Action Scotland or other 
purposes. 

(ii) Figure estimated from Scottish Gas management information data on the number of people 
referred to stage 4 and waiting for an installation as at end December 2012. 

(iii) Figure is the funding available less ((a) and (b)). This is a demand-led scheme and the unspent 
provision will fund a service for the customers referred in the period 1 January to 31 March 2013. 

(iv) All figures are subject to change once final invoices are completed and received. 
 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government further 
to the answer to question S4T-00181 by Paul Wheelhouse on 18 December 2012 (Official Report, c. 
14831), which local authorities have made requests for assistance under the Bellwin scheme; at what 
stage are these representations, and how much each authority has (a) asked for and (b) been 
granted. 

 (S4W-12485) 

John Swinney: Following the severe weather in December, potential claims for assistance under 
the Bellwin Scheme were notified to the Scottish Government by Aberdeenshire, Moray, Orkney 
Islands, Shetland Islands, Highland and Angus councils. 



From the date of the emergency incident, local authorities have four months to submit formal interim 
claims for assistance and eight months to submit final audited claims. On receipt of the interim claim, 
the Scottish Government will make payment of 90% of eligible expenditure above the Bellwin 
threshold (0.2% of the council’s total net revenue budget) with the remaining 10% paid on receipt of 
the final audited claim. At this stage we have not received any interim claims and so do not have any 
details of the amounts local authorities may claim. 

In addition to the December 2012 incidents the Bellwin Scheme was triggered earlier this financial 
year for various flooding incidents across Scotland. As a result we were notified of potential claims 
from East Ayrshire, Argyll and Bute, Scottish Borders and Perth and Kinross councils but to date no 
eligible claims have been received. 

Health and Social Care 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much has been spent on NHS administration in each year since 1999, 
broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-12064) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-04773 on 19 January 2012 for a 
breakdown of hospital and community administration costs by health board and which defines 
administration reporting, for years ending 31 March 1999 to 2011. All answers to parliamentary 
questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

There has been a steady increase in the coverage of the costs book in terms of the costs being 
included as administration costs such that, in 2010-11, 94% of costs were analysed whereas in 1999-
2000, 62% of costs were covered. This means that costs are now analysed which were not previously 
reported, so the figures are not directly comparable with those published in previous years. 

Due to changes in the way administration costs are reported, for example admin costs for a number 
of functions such as pharmacy, catering, property maintenance and transport which previously were 
omitted, are now classified as administration, are another reason why figures are not directly 
comparable on a year to year basis. 

Other significant changes which have been made over the years include: 

2008-09 - costs of the board’s health promotion and health education functions were included in 
administration costs for the first time; 

2006-07 - NHS Argyll and Clyde was dissolved and the functions were transferred to NHS Highland 
and NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde (GG and C) (previously NHS Greater Glasgow); 

2003-04 - Boards central function costs which are reported in note 6 of the Annual Accounts which 
were included in the Costs Book for the first time (approximately £70 million). 

The 2009-10 figures for NHS Lanarkshire and for NHS Tayside were re-stated in Scottish Health 
Service Costs, year ended 31 March 2011. The 2008-09 figures for NHS Dumfries and Galloway was 
re-stated in Scottish Health Service Costs, year ended 31 March 2010. 

There was an exceptional item in 2009-10 accounts of NHS GG and C which means the 2009-10 
figure is not comparable since additional items were included in the 2011 admin costs that were not 
included in 2010. If you adjust for this additional £25 million relating to NHS GG and C in 2009-10, the 
overall administration costs for NHS Scotland actually reduce in 2010-11. 

The administration costs for hospital and community services provided by the 14 Territorial boards, 
the Golden Jubilee National Hospital and the State Hospital for 2011-12 are detailed in the following 
table: 

Administration costs1 by Health board, year ending 31 March 2012 

Health Board 2011-12 

 £000 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran 52,305 

NHS Borders 12,622 

State Hospital 4,053 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Health Board 2011-12 

 £000 

Golden Jubilee 7,277 

NHS Fife 39,091 

NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde 197,741 

NHS Highland 43,241 

NHS Lanarkshire 68,115 

NHS Grampian 58,217 

NHS Orkney 6,190 

NHS Lothian 91,124 

NHS Tayside 65,399 

NHS Forth Valley 34,724 

NHS Western Isles 6,458 

NHS Dumfries & Galloway 18,843 

NHS Shetland 4,250 

Scotland 709,648 

Source: ISD Scotland, Scottish Health Service 
Costs 
Notes:  

1. Administration Costs include staff and supplies costs. 
2. The figures include the administration costs of the Board central 
functions (as reported in Note 6 of board annual accounts). 

 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much funding each NHS board has received from the Working Well Challenge Fund. 

 (S4W-12350) 

Alex Neil: The Working Well Challenge Fund was available for two years; 2009-2010 and 2010-
2011. The following table shows the amount awarded for each board in each of these years. 

Working Well Challenge Fund NHSScotland Board 
allocations 

NHS Board Year 2009-
2010 

Year 2010-
2011 

NHS Ayr and Arran 17,000 11,400 

NHS Borders 110,875 0 

NHS Dumfries and Galloway 0 12,100 

NHS Fife 62,000 32,000 

NHS Forth Valley 18,250 0 

NHS Grampian 48,638 0 

NHS Greater Glasgow and 
Clyde 109,919 67,700 

NHS Highland 49,495 0 

NHS Lanarkshire 177,800 0 

NHS Lothian 139,114 30,000 

NHS Orkney 8,500 0 

NHS Shetland 25,840 0 

NHS Tayside 166,100 12,950 

NHS Western Isles 8,050 0 

Ambulance Service 18,500 17,597 

NHS Education 30,000 0 

NHS 24 44,540 0 



Working Well Challenge Fund NHSScotland Board 
allocations 

NHS Board Year 2009-
2010 

Year 2010-
2011 

Golden Jubilee 12,840 0 

Total per year 1,047,461 183,747 

Grand Total (over two years)                                  £1,231,208 

 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what recent progress has been made by the Working Well Challenge Fund. 

 (S4W-12351) 

Alex Neil: Over the past four years the Working Well policy has supported a mix of various 
NHSScotland board projects, including, during the first two years, projects funded through the Working 
Well Challenge Fund, and a programme of national led projects. 

The concept of Working Well remains strong across boards and we are currently reviewing the 
Working Well policy to ensure that it meets current priorities. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what reduction there has been in violence against NHS staff in each year since the Working Well 
Challenge Fund was established and how much of this can be attributed to the fund. 

 (S4W-12352) 

Alex Neil: Information regarding violence towards NHSScotland staff is not held centrally. Collection 
of information is a matter for individual NHSScotland boards. 

Any alteration to the levels of violence against NHS staff will be the result of a number of factors and 
it is not possible to attribute any variation to the Working Well Challenge Fund. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what it is 
doing to increase access to specialist child and adolescent mental health services for deaf children 
and young people. 

 (S4W-12412) 

Michael Matheson: Scottish Government officials have met with members of the National Deaf 
Children’s Society and the Scottish Council on Deafness to discuss their proposals. 

We have asked them to engage with NHS boards as primary commissioners of such services and 
we will continue that dialogue through the Scottish Government child and adolescent mental health 
services network as we consider the next steps. We will ensure that service developments are 
meeting the needs of children and young people with sensory impairments. 

We have made a commitment to work with NHS boards and partners to improve monitoring 
information about who is accessing services and is consistently available to inform decisions about 
service redesign and to remove barriers to services. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
plans to develop a national specialist child and adolescent mental health service for deaf children and 
young people. 

 (S4W-12413) 

Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12412 on 31 January 2013. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason deafness is not listed as a mental health indicator. 

 (S4W-12414) 

Michael Matheson: The current NHS Health Scotland mental health indicator sets out to provide a 
profile of the mental health of the Scottish population and a means of monitoring the state of mental 
health to enable evidence-informed decision making for mental health improvement policy planning. 
However, these are limited by gaps and weaknesses in the evidence-base, availability of data and the 
feasibility of collecting data. Additionally, the indicators do provide a firm basis on which to build and 
develop a greater understanding of the causes and consequences of mental health and how these 
can be measured. 

Although data is available on disability, it is not possible to break it down into specific impairments 
due to the small sample sizes of key surveys. Specific impairments such as poor hearing/deafness are 
captured within the longstanding illness and limiting longstanding illness indicators. Unfortunately the 
sample size does not allow for poor hearing/deafness to be extracted from the data. However as the 
evidence base improves the indicators and their data sources will be reviewed. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many children and young people are registered as deaf with NHS boards and how many of them have 
presented with mental health issues. 

 (S4W-12415) 

Michael Matheson: This information is not held centrally. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the cost was 
of the NHS board elections in (a) Dumfries and Galloway and (b) Fife. 

 (S4W-12458) 

Alex Neil: The Independent Evaluation of the Health Board Elections carried out by the London 
School of Economics reported that the pilot elections and associated publicity cost £299,406 in 
Dumfries and Galloway and £473,850 in Fife. 

The Scottish Government will take this information in to account as it considers the independent 
evaluation on health board elections and alternative pilots. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the turnout 
was for the NHS board elections in (a) Dumfries and Galloway and (b) Fife. 

 (S4W-12459) 

Alex Neil: The Independent Evaluation of the Health Board Elections carried out by the London 
School of Economics reported that turnout of eligible electors was 22.6% (26,516) in Dumfries and 
Galloway and 13.9% (39,761) in Fife. 

The Scottish Government will take this information in to account as it considers the independent 
evaluation on health board elections and alternative pilots. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the cost will 
be of rolling out elections to every NHS board. 

 (S4W-12460) 

Alex Neil: The Independent Evaluation of the Health Board Elections carried out by the London 
School of Economics reported that the costs associated with introducing elections to all Scottish health 
boards would be in the region of £12 million, dependent upon the model used. 



The Scottish Government will take this information in to account as it considers the independent 
evaluation on health board elections and alternative pilots. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
respond to Health Board Elections and Alternative Pilots: Final Report of the Statutory Evaluation. 

 (S4W-12461) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has received the independent evaluation on health board 
elections and alternative pilots and will be considering the implications of the information contained in 
the report early in 2013. 

A copy of the final report was placed with the Scottish Parliament Information Centre on 20 
December 2012 (Bib. number 54605). 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the 
Parliament was informed, and by what means, of the establishment of a residential pain service, as 
reported in the Daily Express on 21 January 2013. 

 (S4W-12468) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government is committed to ensuring that people living with 
chronic pain can access high quality, safe and effective treatment as close to home as possible. The 
National Chronic Pain Steering Group is overseeing a range of work to assist boards in improving 
access to chronic pain services. 

For a small proportion of people more specialised treatment may be required. National Services 
Scotland is currently assessing options for the most appropriate service model for Scotland. They 
expect to complete this work by the end of summer 2013, following which we will then be in a position 
to formally update Parliament and relevant stakeholders of the outcome. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the 
residential pain service referred to by the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing in a report in the 
Daily Express on 21 January 2013 will commence. 

 (S4W-12469) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government is committed to ensuring that people living with 
chronic pain can access high quality, safe and effective treatment as close to home as possible. The 
National Chronic Pain Steering Group is overseeing a range of work to assist boards in improving 
access to chronic pain services. 

For a small proportion of people more specialised treatment may be required. NHS National 
Services Scotland is currently assessing options for the most appropriate service model for Scotland. 
This work is expected to be completed by the end of summer 2013. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the cost will 
be of the residential pain service referred to by the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing in a 
report in the Daily Express on 21 January 2013. 

 (S4W-12470) 

Michael Matheson: NHS National Services Scotland (NSS) is currently assessing options for the 
most appropriate service model for Scotland. As part of its assessment NSS will consider the cost and 
clinical effectiveness of all the options. This work is expected to be completed by the end of summer 
2013. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government where the 
residential pain service referred to by the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing in a report in the 
Daily Express on 21 January 2013 will be located. 



 (S4W-12471) 

Michael Matheson: NHS National Services Scotland is currently assessing options for the most 
appropriate service model for Scotland. This work is expected to be completed by the end of summer 
2013. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government by which date 
self-directed support will be fully implemented in each local authority. 

 (S4W-12472) 

Michael Matheson: The commencement date for the Social Care (Self-directed Support) (Scotland) 
Act 2013 has yet to be decided by Scottish ministers. In setting a date ministers will take into 
consideration the view of the Self-directed support programme board, they will make a 
recommendation after their next meeting on 18 February 2013. 

After the powers and duties of the Act come into force, local authorities will continue to implement 
the National Strategy on self-directed support. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether there is 
an implementation plan for self-directed support. 

 (S4W-12473) 

Michael Matheson: There is a national programme of work with local implementation plans in each 
local authority area. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how the 
implementation of self-directed support by local authorities is being monitored. 

 (S4W-12474) 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government is working with stakeholders, including the Care 
Inspectorate, to develop an outcomes-based framework for the monitoring and evaluation of self-
directed support implementation. 

Currently only data on the numbers of people taking direct payments is collected centrally. However 
from April 2013 the Scottish Government's new Social Care Survey will begin collecting data on the 
number of people choosing different self-directed support options. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what funding has 
been given to each local authority to assist with the implementation of self-directed support, and what 
proportion of this is transitional funding for services. 

 (S4W-12475) 

Michael Matheson: Each local authority has been given an allocation of funding as part of a three 
year programme to support transformation in adult social care and children’s services for self-directed 
support. The following table details the amounts allocated to each local authority for transformation 
funding 2012 to 2015. 

The Scottish Government has not been prescriptive in setting the proportion of transformation 
funding that should be spent on transitional or “bridging” costs and this will vary between local 
authorities. 

Local Authority 2012-13 * 2013-14 2014-15 

Aberdeen City £251,440  £426,000   £225,560  

Aberdeenshire £259,360  £445,740   £236,560  

Angus £176,640  £268,080   £152,520  

Argyll and Bute £161,680  £235,180   £136,680  



Local Authority 2012-13 * 2013-14 2014-15 

Clackmannanshire £113,280  £131,780   £88,720  

Dumfries and Galloway £219,760  £359,260   £195,640  

Dundee City £212,720  £343,280   £186,840  

East Ayrshire £177,960  £269,960   £152,520  

East Dunbartonshire £155,520  £222,020   £130,960  

East Lothian £155,080  £222,020   £130,960  

East Renfrewshire £146,720  £204,160   £122,160  

Edinburgh, City of  £477,160  £909,160   £452,160  

Eilean Siar £100,960  £104,520   £75,520  

Falkirk £195,560  £307,560   £170,560  

Fife £383,880  £710,820   £360,200  

Glasgow City £604,760  £1,168,600   £567,440  

Highland £258,920  £446,680   £237,000  

Inverclyde £151,120  £211,680   £125,240  

Midlothian £140,120  £190,060   £115,560  

Moray £148,480  £207,920   £123,920  

North Ayrshire £194,680  £305,680   £169,240  

North Lanarkshire £324,480  £583,920   £299,920  

Orkney Islands £91,280  £84,780   £66,280  

Perth and Kinross £211,840  £344,220   £188,600  

Renfrewshire £214,480  £347,980   £189,480  

Scottish Borders £175,760  £265,260   £150,760  

Shetland Islands £92,600  £87,600   £68,040  

South Ayrshire £185,880  £286,880   £160,880  

South Lanarkshire £329,760  £596,140   £306,520  

Stirling £146,720  £204,160   £122,160  

West Dunbartonshire £154,200  £217,320   £127,440  

West Lothian £186,320  £290,640   £163,960  

*This includes £25,000 awarded to each local authority, specifically to enable children’s 
services teams to engage in SDS implementation. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether each 
local authority will use a single common assessment for self-directed support. 

 (S4W-12476) 

Michael Matheson: Local authorities will assess people for self-directed support under Section 12A 
of the Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968. In discharging their duties local authorities are expected to 
have regard to statutory guidance. Further guidance on self-directed support will be issued under 
section 5 of the 1968 Act. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
consult on the regulations regarding the removal of charges for carers for support services. 

 (S4W-12477) 



Michael Matheson: We will consult on the regulations by the end of April 2013. 

Learning and Justice 

Fiona McLeod (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what guidelines Education Scotland provides for local authorities regarding informal 

consultations on school closures. 

 (S4O-1767) 

Michael Russell: Education Scotland does not provide guidelines or advice to local authorities 
regarding informal consultations on school closures. 

Informal consultation on school closure proposals is not required by law and is undertaken by local 
authorities at their own discretion to inform the decision making process. Its outcome has no formal 
bearing on the process required by legislation 

For formal consultations under the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010 the Scottish 
Government provides statutory guidance to local authorities on its website. 

A local authority must provide an Educational Benefits Statement when formally proposing a school 
closure and the 2010 Act places a statutory requirement for Education Scotland to provide an 
independent report on the educational aspects of any closure proposal. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
specific services are in place for older prisoners. 

 (S4W-12358) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service 
(SPS), to respond. His response is as follows: 

“In common with other jurisdictions, SPS recognises that we are dealing with an ageing prison 
population reflecting the ageing trend in society. 

Currently SPS, along with partner agencies, is responding through the provision, for example, of 
aids and adaptations to accommodation, the provision of specialist beds, access to specialised 
occupational health equipment as well as the provision of age appropriate activities. However, given 
the trend towards an even older population, SPS will keep the matter under review.” 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
percentage of all police staff is female. 

 (S4W-12359) 

Kenny MacAskill: As at 30 September 2012 the percentage of all police staff that were female was 
62 per cent (based on headcount). This is based on all police staff employed by the eight Scottish 
police forces, the Scottish Police Services Authority and the Scottish Crime and Drug Enforcement 
Agency. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
percentage of the staff working in corporate services in each police force is female. 

 (S4W-12360) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government does not hold the requested information. This is a 
matter for police forces. 

 

Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what key 
performance indicators will be used to measure the performance of the Police Service of Scotland and 
whether any of these indicators relate specifically to drug crimes. 

 (S4W-12364) 



Kenny MacAskill: The Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 makes clear that it is the 
responsibility of the Scottish Police Authority to hold the Chief Constable to account for the policing of 
Scotland. 

A range of work is currently underway to develop performance management frameworks to assess 
the performance of the Police Service of Scotland and the Scottish Police Authority in the delivery of 
the strategic police priorities. These frameworks are expected to be in place to measure performance 
from 1 April 2013. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many community payback orders have been imposed in each community justice authority area in each 
month since February 2011. 

 (S4W-12382) 

Kenny MacAskill: Information on the number of community payback orders commenced by local 
authorities in 2011-12 is published at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-
Justice/Datasets/SocialWork/CPOs (worksheet entitled “CPOs - ords and inds”). 

Numbers of community payback orders issued by Scottish courts have been obtained separately, 
from the Scottish Court Service (SCS), on a monthly basis, covering the period February 2011 to 
March 2012 at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Datasets/CPOs. The SCS data is 
available at an individual court level but is not held at the level of community justice authority area. 

The two sets of data are not directly comparable with one another, as they are not compiled on 
exactly the same basis (see paragraph 4.38 of published bulletin “Criminal Justice Social Work 
Statistics, 2011-12”- http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/12/1332/4. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many hours of community payback orders have been imposed in each community justice authority 
area in each month since February 2011. 

 (S4W-12383) 

Kenny MacAskill: Information from local authorities on the number of hours which have been 
imposed as part of unpaid work or other activity requirements given with community payback orders in 
2011-12 is published at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Datasets/SocialWork/CPOs 
(worksheet entitled “CPOs - ave len UPW”). 

Information is not held centrally on the number of hours imposed in February and March 2011. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many community payback orders have (a) been completed in (i) full and (ii) part and (b) not been 
completed since February 2011, broken down by community justice authority area. 

 (S4W-12385) 

Kenny MacAskill: Information from local authorities on the number of terminations of community 
payback orders in 2011-12 is published at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Datasets/SocialWork/CPOs 

(worksheet entitled “CPOs - terminations reason”). 

Information is not held centrally on the number of terminations of community payback orders in 
February and March 2011. 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many hours of community payback orders have (a) been completed in (i) full and (ii) part and (b) not 
been completed since February 2011, broken down by community justice authority area. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Datasets/SocialWork/CPOs
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Datasets/SocialWork/CPOs
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Datasets/CPOs
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/12/1332/4
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Datasets/SocialWork/CPOs
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Datasets/SocialWork/CPOs


 (S4W-12386) 

Kenny MacAskill: Information from local authorities on the number of hours completed as part of 
unpaid work or other activity requirements successfully completed in 2011-12 is published at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Datasets/SocialWork/CPOs 

(worksheet entitled “CPOs - upw reqs succ comp”). 

Information is not held centrally for February and March 2011. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
CashBack for Communities programme funding is fully committed. 

 (S4W-12420) 

Kenny MacAskill: Since the inception of the highly successful CashBack for Communities 
Programme in 2007, over £50 million recovered from the proceeds of crime has been invested 
throughout Scotland, directly benefitting over 600,000 young people and generating over 11,000 
young person volunteers who are now putting something back into their communities. 

The Scottish Government allocates available funds to large national partner organisations, which are 
responsible for running projects across Scotland. Based on the Scottish Government’s commitment to 
continue to expand the successful CashBack for Communities Programme, all proceed of Crimes Act 
recoveries currently available to the Programme have been committed through to 2015-16. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
applications can next be made for funding from the CashBack for Communities programme. 

 (S4W-12421) 

Kenny MacAskill: Since the inception of the highly successful CashBack for Communities 
Programme in 2007, over £50 million recovered from the proceeds of crime has been invested 
throughout Scotland, directly benefitting over 600,000 young people and generating over 11,000 
young person volunteers who are now putting something back into their communities. 

The Scottish Government allocates available funds to large national partner organisations, which are 
responsible for running projects across Scotland. Based on the Scottish Government’s commitment to 
continue to expand the successful CashBack for Communities Programme, all Proceeds of Crime Act 
recoveries currently available to the programme have been committed through to 2015-16. 

As part of that commitment, there will be tranches of smaller individual grants available to 
applications for youth work and cultural activities delivered by YouthLink Scotland and Youth Scotland 
and Creative Scotland respectively in the next financial year 2013-14. 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
applications can be made for funding from the CashBack for Communities programme. 

 (S4W-12422) 

Kenny MacAskill: Since the inception of the highly successful CashBack for Communities 
Programme in 2007, over £50 million recovered from the proceeds of crime has been invested 
throughout Scotland, directly benefitting over 600,000 young people and generating over 11,000 
young person volunteers who are now putting something back into their communities. 

The Scottish Government allocates available funds to large national partner organisations, which are 
responsible for running projects across Scotland. Based on the Scottish Government’s commitment to 
continue to expand the successful CashBack for Communities Programme, all Proceeds of Crime Act 
recoveries currently available to the programme have been committed through to 2015-16. 

As part of that commitment, there will be tranches of smaller individual grants available to 
applications for youth work and cultural activities delivered by: 

   YouthLink Scotland: http://www.youthlinkscotland.org/Index.asp?mainID=11887 

Youth Scotland: http://www.youthscotland.org.uk/projects/cashback-small-grants-scheme.htm 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Datasets/SocialWork/CPOs
http://www.youthlinkscotland.org/Index.asp?mainID=11887
http://www.youthscotland.org.uk/projects/cashback-small-grants-scheme.htm


Creative Scotland: http://www.creativescotland.com/investment/cashbackforcreativity respectively in 
the next financial year 2013-14. 
 

 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government where 
guidance on applying for funding from the CashBack for Communities programme can be obtained. 

 (S4W-12423) 

Kenny MacAskill: Since the inception of the highly successful CashBack for Communities 
Programme in 2007, over £50 million recovered from the proceeds of crime has been invested 
throughout Scotland, directly benefitting over 600,000 young people and generating over 11,000 
young person volunteers who are now putting something back into their communities. 

The Scottish Government allocates available funds to large national partner organisations, which are 
responsible for running projects across Scotland. Based on the Scottish Government’s commitment to 
continue to expand the successful CashBack for Communities Programme, all Proceeds of Crime Act 
recoveries currently available to the Programme have been committed through to 2015-16. 

As part of that commitment, there will be tranches of smaller individual grants available to 
applications for youth work and cultural activities delivered by YouthLink Scotland: 

http://www.youthlinkscotland.org/Index.asp?mainID=11887 
and Youth Scotland: 
http://www.youthscotland.org.uk/projects/cashback-small-grants-scheme.htm 
and Creative Scotland: 
http://www.creativescotland.com/investment/cashbackforcreativity respectively in the next financial 
year 2013-14. Guidance can be found at respective web pages. 

 
John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what public 

sector information-sharing protocols exist to ensure that the Scottish Prison Service adheres to any 
restraints placed on prisoners’ contact with victims of domestic violence. 

 (S4W-12441) 

Kenny MacAskill: I have asked Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, to 
respond. His response is as follows: 

Whilst there is no specific information sharing protocol we work closely with our criminal justice 
partners to tackle the unacceptable behaviours demonstrated by perpetrators of domestic violence. In 
addition, the Prisons and Young Offenders Institutions (Scotland) Rules 2011 contain a power to allow 
Governors to take reasonable steps to prevent or restrict written communications and telephone calls 
from a prisoner to a person, where that person so requests. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many hours civil servants have worked on preparing briefing papers for 
ministers on the independence referendum. 

 (S4W-12060) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Civil servants assist Scottish Ministers in delivering the Government’s priorities, 
which were set out by the First Minister in his statement on the Programme for Government on 
Tuesday 5 September 2012. The commitments in the Programme for Government include a 
referendum on independence as well as others including better regulation, adult health and criminal 
justice. Civil servants provide support on all aspects of Scottish Government work, as and when 
required. This includes preparing briefing for ministers as one of many core tasks. The number of 
hours spent on each individual commitment is not separately recorded. 
The Programme for Government can be found at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/programme-for-government. 

 

http://www.creativescotland.com/investment/cashbackforcreativity
http://www.youthlinkscotland.org/Index.asp?mainID=11887
http://www.youthscotland.org.uk/projects/cashback-small-grants-scheme.htm
http://www.creativescotland.com/investment/cashbackforcreativity
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/programme-for-government


Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the cost has been of civil servants' work on preparing for the independence 
referendum. 

 (S4W-12061) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Details of staff working in the Scottish Government’s Elections and Constitution 
Division, whose work includes policy on elections, legislation and electronic counting systems for local 
government elections, as well as the new provisions in the Scotland Act 2012 and the referendum, 
have already been published at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/constitution/About/constitution-SG-
staffing. 

The actual salary cost for the Elections and Constitution Division in 2011-12 was £441,308, less 
than 1% of the total salary cost for the core Scottish Government in the same year. 

As part of their normal duties, civil servants provide support on all aspects of the Scottish 
Government’s work, as and when required, including on preparations for the independence 
referendum. 

Transport Scotland 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
further to the answer to question S4W-11920 by Keith Brown on 22 January 2013, what actions it is 
taking in cooperation with the Office of Rail Regulation and Network Rail specifically to reduce air 
pollution levels at Scotland’s main railway stations before the publication of the final determinations for 
2014 to 2019 and what regulatory processes and frameworks it can use to tackle this issue. 

 (S4W-12466) 

 

Keith Brown: A number of engagements with the Office of Rail Regulation and Network Rail are 
planned prior to a final determination being made in October 2013. These engagements provide an 
opportunity to both review and challenge all relevant aspects of Network Rail's plans in Scotland over 
the five-year period to 2019 and ensure consistency with the requirements set out in the Scottish 
Ministers' High Level Output Specification and Statement of Funds Available . 

In addition a schedule of further meetings with Network Rail and ScotRail is already established to 
discuss current environmental issues related to the railways in Scotland including issues such as air 
quality. The latest monitoring at Edinburgh Waverley Station demonstrates the louvers and new 
glazing systems are contributing to air quality improvements. 

Edinburgh Waverley railway station is deemed to fall within the remit of the Air Quality (Scotland) 
Regulations 2000. It is the responsibility of local authorities to assess air quality in their areas under 
these provisions. In addition there is a requirement placed on employers under the Control of 
Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations to ensure employee exposure limits are not breached. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-12308 

S4W-12309 

S4W-12324 

S4W-12325 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/constitution/About/constitution-SG-staffing
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/constitution/About/constitution-SG-staffing

