
Monday 4 February 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Learning and Justice 

 Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether any criminal 
liability will automatically pass from the existing boards to the new Scottish Fire and Rescue Service. 

 (S4W-12389) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Provision to this effect has been included in the Police and Fire Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2012 (Consequential Provisions and Modifications) Order 2013, which was laid in draft 
in the UK Parliament on 22 January 2013 by the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State in the 
Scotland Office, in exercise of powers conferred by the Scotland Act 1998. 

Paragraph 12 of Schedule 3 of the Order states that any criminal offence committed before the 
relevant day by a relevant authority within the meaning of the Fire (Scotland) Act 2005 is, on and after 
that day, to be regarded for all purposes as if it had been committed by the Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service and criminal proceedings may be instituted or continued against the Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service accordingly. Equivalent transitional provision is made for offences committed by any of the 
current police bodies or chief constables. 

This transitional provision has been included in this draft Scotland Act Order to avoid any doubt that 
it applies to offences under reserved legislation, which includes in particular the Corporate 
Manslaughter and Corporate Homicide Act 2007 and the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on the accuracy of Audit Scotland’s evidence to the Public Audit Committee on 16 
January 2013 (Official Report, c. 1114), that "It is not a given that a national Integrated Risk 
Management Plan (IRMP) will draw resources from the Highlands and Islands down to the central 
belt." following the creation of the National Fire and Rescue Service. 

 (S4W-12417) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Decisions on the allocation of resources are currently a matter for the 
eight Scottish Fire and Rescue Services, and from 1 April 2013 will be the responsibility of the single 
Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS). It will use the IRMP as a business planning tool to ensure 
the most effective and efficient use of its resources, and to demonstrate prudent use of public funding. 

The SFRS is under a statutory duty to ensure adequate arrangements for fire and rescue services in 
all 32 of Scotland’s local authority areas. 

Transport Scotland 

 Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
publish the outcome of discussions it has had with bus operators in relation to reimbursement levels 
for concessionary travel. 

 (S4W-12465) 

Keith Brown: On 31 January 2013 the Scottish Government announced that we had reached 
agreement with the Confederation of Passenger Transport (CPT) on the reimbursement and funding 
arrangements for the National Concessionary Travel scheme over the next two years. 

The agreement is based on independent research developed in full consultation with CPT. It is fair, 
robust and financially sustainable. 

The reimbursement rate will now reduce from 67% of the adult single fare to 60% in 2013-14 and 
58.1% in 2014-15. 

By way of transition, the Scottish Government has agreed to phase in the reduction and to provide 
an additional £10 million this financial year to operators participating in the scheme during March 
2013. 

The following questions received holding answers: 



S4W-12384 
S4W-12391 
S4W-12394 
S4W-12399 
S4W-12400 
S4W-12405 


