
Tuesday 5 February 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 

Scottish Government what action it will take to protect the (a) wild land character of the Cape Wrath 

Trail and (b) Scottish National Trail between Fort Augustus and Cape Wrath. 

(S4W-12444) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Scottish Planning Policy states that planning authorities should safeguard the 
character of wild land areas in development plans. It will therefore be for Highland Council to protect 
the wild land character of the land around these trails. 

The Year of natural Scotland presents an opportunity for those promoting walking at Cape Wrath 
and the wider area to increase awareness of Cape Wrath as a destination for walkers. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment's letter to Tavish Scott  MSP of 
17 January 2013, for what reason 10% of businesses did not receive their single farm payment before 
the end of 2012 and when they will be paid. 

 (S4W-12462) 

Richard Lochhead: By the end of December 2012 94% of all farmers had been paid. By 25 
January 2013 almost 98% of farmers had been paid - 18,420 from an estimated population of 18,855. 
The expenditure at 25 January 2012 stood at £436,857,618.76. 

The EC has legislated for a payment window of 1 December 2012 to 30 June 2013 in which to settle 
claims. There are three main reasons why a payment might be made later:- 

The need to confirm that the claim is eligible: this could involve checking the eligibility of land 
declarations or undertaking inspections; 

Farmers undertaking changes to business structures: such as cases of inheritance, mergers of 
businesses, or businesses splitting to become two or more legal entities: and the need to recover 
outstanding debts and deal with breaches of scheme or cross-compliance conditions. 

Resolving these issues inevitably takes longer than for other more straightforward payments and, in 
some instances, we are dependant upon the farmer providing information. It is not possible, therefore, 
to provide a date when all outstanding claims will be paid, but we expect payments will be completed 
well before the closure of the payment window, which has been the pattern for several years. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how Shetland will benefit from the (a) £120 million announced in June 2012 for Highlands and Islands 
digital connectivity and (b) £5 million fund announced in August 2012 to help bring next generation 
broadband to some of Scotland’s most remote communities. 

 (S4W-12505) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The £120 million announced in June 2012 for the Highlands and Islands and Next 
Generation Broadband project will deliver significant next generation broadband coverage throughout 
Shetland. Procurement of this project, which is being managed by Highlands and Islands Enterprise, is 
expected to conclude shortly, after which, rollout details will be known. 

Community broadband projects in Shetland, and across Scotland, can register interest in the 
Scottish Government’s £5 million Community Broadband Scotland (CBS) Seed Fund via the CBS 
website: http://www.communitybroadbandscotland.org/index.php/funding, ahead of the first open 
application round in April 2013. CBS launched with a pioneer phase which is supporting community 

http://www.communitybroadbandscotland.org/index.php/funding


broadband projects in Applecross, Colonsay, Ewes Valley, Elvanfoot, Tomintoul and Glenlivet and 
Corgarff and Glenbuchat. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what information it has relating to maximum broadband speeds and not-spots across Shetland and 
how often this information is updated. 

 (S4W-12506) 

Nicola Sturgeon: As part of the project to procure next generation broadband across the Highlands 
and Islands, Highlands and Islands Enterprise obtained data from suppliers that indicated where there 
is no current or planned (within the next three years) commercial deployment of next generation 
broadband in Shetland. This data has been revised during the procurement process to ensure the 
most up-to-date definition of the intervention area is known prior to conclusion of the procurement. 

Ofcom publishes broadband speeds data annually on the following website: 
 http://maps.ofcom.org.uk/broadband/. 2012 data indicates that the average broadband speeds in 

Shetland are 5.2 Mbps. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it can 
provide greater detail of its plan to deliver next generation broadband to the Midlothian area. 

 (S4W-12508) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government published the Step Change 2015 procurement plan in 
May 2012 setting out our plans for delivering the infrastructure required to deliver a step change in 
broadband connectivity for the rest of Scotland area. Midlothian falls within the scope of this 
procurement. 

We have subsequently conducted an open market review and public consultation to identify the 
commercial roll out plans to define our intervention area. The Public Consultation report provides 
maps of the areas covered by commercial roll out and those intended to be covered within the scope 
of the project. Detailed roll out plans for individual local authorities will not be known until after the 
contract for the infrastructure provider is awarded. 

The formal tender process for the rest of Scotland’s procurement commenced in September 2012 
and the project remains committed to contract award by June 2013. The Scottish Government 
continues to work closely with local authority partners to achieve Step Change 2015 targets. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its plans are to 
deliver next generation broadband to households in areas where telecoms companies will not upgrade 
the relevant infrastructure for commercial reasons. 

 (S4W-12509) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The focus of the Scottish Government’s Step Change 2015 Programme is to 
address the digital divide by extending the infrastructure needed to deliver next generation broadband 
to those areas where the market will currently not go. The area covered by the Step Change projects 
has been determined by a review of where there is no current or planned (within the next three years) 
commercial deployments. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in formulating its 
next generation broadband plans for (a) Scotland and (b) Midlothian, how it has taken into account the 
need for internet connectivity for claiming benefits following the introduction of universal credit. 

 (S4W-12510) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government’s Digital Strategy seeks to address the digital divide in 
all sectors of society by extending the infrastructure needed to deliver next generation broadband to 
those areas where the market will currently not go in Midlothian and throughout Scotland. In addition 
to significant deployment of next generation broadband, our Step Change 2015 programme also 

http://maps.ofcom.org.uk/broadband/


seeks to ensure at least basic broadband for all which will support the delivery of online public 
services such as claiming benefits. 

We recognise that the move to digital by default for delivery of Universal Credit offers opportunities, 
particularly in helping to get people online and realise the wider benefits of digital. However, these 
reforms are being led by the UK Government and they must ensure that people are supported in the 
transition and that safeguards are in place for those who need them. 

These cuts and changes to the welfare system are not of our making but we are committed to doing 
all that we can to ensure that we mitigate the worst impacts and help people and organisations in 
Scotland make the transition. As part of our efforts, we are providing £230,000 over the next two years 
to fund three local authority-led Universal Credit pilots. This funding will help councils prepare people 
to make their claims online by guiding them through online processes for current council benefits, and 
building their skills and confidence as a result. 

We have also established a working group to consider arrangements for inclusion, support and 
exceptions in relation to Universal Credit implementation in Scotland, including digital. 

Governance and Communities 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reason ministers did not appear to refer to the six-point list of demands on fuel poverty during 
the debate on 23 January 2013 (Official Report, c.14759), which were contained in its subsequent 
news release. 

 (S4W-12494) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The opening and closing speeches for the fuel poverty debate referred to the 
Government motion and issues raised by members in the debate. The Minister for Housing and 
Welfare updated members on the Deputy First Minister’s meetings with the major energy companies 
and how we wished to see Scotland receive its fair share of Energy Company Obligation (ECO) 
funding. The six-point list of demands for the Summit included these concerns, and also concerns 
raised in the debate such as improved regulation of energy companies and ensuring ECO is delivered 
throughout Scotland and supported by robust and relevant reporting. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the briefing notes prepared for ministers for the fuel poverty debate on 23 January 2013 
(Official Report, c.14759) referred to the six-point list of demands on fuel poverty, which were 
contained in its subsequent news release and, if not, whether it will publish these notes. 

 (S4W-12495) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Briefing notes for the fuel poverty debate covered all issues pertinent to the 
opening and closing speeches, items likely to be raised in the debate, the motion and proposed 
amendments. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
in light of its news release on fuel poverty of 23 January 2012, which called for information on the 
operation of the energy company obligation to be put in the public domain, whether it was aware that 
the UK Government had already done so in summer 2012. 

 (S4W-12498) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government’s ask is “That the UK Government ensures the Scottish 
Government receives robust and relevant information on how its new Energy Company Obligation 
(ECO) schemes are being delivered in Scotland” and did not refer to more general information about 
the operation of the ECO. The relevant UK legislation states “The Administrator (OFGEM) must submit 
to the Secretary of State a report each month setting out the progress which suppliers have made 
towards meeting their obligations under this Order”. 

Concerns about the reporting of what was being delivered in Scotland under the previous Carbon 
Emissions Reduction Target (CERT), have been raised at the Economy, Energy and Tourism 
committee in the recent past. Scottish Government officials have been working for a number of years 



with Department for Energy and Climate Change, energy suppliers, Energy Saving Trust and OFGEM 
and what is now Energy UK to improve the data on CERT. Data for the first year of four years of 
CERT (up to March 2012) for professionally installed loft and cavity wall insulation was published as 
official statistics by the Energy Saving Trust in August 2012. The Committee expressed a desire that 
ECO reporting would provide robust and relevant information demonstrating that Scotland is 
benefitting from an obligation paid for by all consumers. 

We will continue to press UK Government and OFGEM to ensure that ECO reporting contains 
detailed and timely information on its delivery in Scotland. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it had with the UK Government on the operation of the energy company obligation 
prior to the joint energy summit held on 24 January 2013. 

 (S4W-12499) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government has been liaising with the Department of Energy and 
Climate Change on a regular basis to discuss the policy relating to the Energy Companies Obligation 
(ECO) since its inception and throughout its development. As ECO moves to implementation we 
continue to liaise with them and Ofgem as part of our efforts to secure maximum uptake and benefit to 
the people of Scotland. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it decided to issue the news release published on 23 January 2013 containing its six-point list of 
demands on fuel poverty. 

 (S4W-12500) 

Nicola Sturgeon: It is normal practice to issue a news release to accompany significant events 
such as key government debates and summits. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what estimate it has of how many calls were made to the telephone hotline number on fuel poverty 
published on 23 January 2013 online and in a news release and for what reason the hotline number 
appears to have been incorrect. 

 (S4W-12501) 

Nicola Sturgeon: It is not possible to estimate how many calls were made to the telephone number 
initially uploaded in the online news release as this is not a number maintained by the Energy Saving 
Trust. There was no significant difference in the overall number of calls received to the Home Energy 
Scotland hotline on 23, 24 and 25 January 2013. A technical problem was the reason why an incorrect 
telephone number was uploaded onto the Scottish Government website, despite the original version of 
the document being correct, and this has since been corrected. 

 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much time (a) officials and (b) special advisers spent on (i) developing the six-point list of 
demands on fuel poverty and (ii) checking the accuracy of the telephone hotline number contained in 
its news release on fuel poverty published on 23 January 2013. 

 (S4W-12502) 

Nicola Sturgeon: A key responsibility of officials and special advisers is to advise and brief 
Ministers on an ongoing basis, in particular for debates and events. The Minister for Housing and 
Welfare required and received briefing for the fuel poverty debate on 23 January 2013 and the joint 
summit on energy prices the following day. 



Health and Social Care 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what progress it has made on creating a mechanism for determining appropriate staffing levels and 
skill mix in the care home sector. 

 (S4W-12426) 

Alex Neil: There is a statutory requirement on care service providers to ensure that at all times 
suitably qualified and competent persons are working in the care service, as are appropriate for the 
health and welfare of service users. The National Care Standards also require care home staff to have 
professional training and expertise which allows them to meet the needs of residents. Compliance with 
these requirements is part of the Care Inspectorate’s inspection process. The Care Inspectorate has a 
range of measures it can take to ensure that providers comply with requirements. 

As a result of a Scottish Government supported development project, conducted in partnership with 
NHS Information Services Division (ISD), COSLA, the Care Commission and with care home 
providers, a prototype model for informing care staff hours has been developed and tested in a 
number of care homes in Scotland. A report on the model was submitted to the COSLA led Older 
People’s Services Development Group and practicable options for possible implementation are still 
under consideration by the group. On behalf of the group, the Joint Improvement Team is currently 
identifying what the options are for national implementation. The prototype model continues to be used 
in a small number of homes. 

Staffing levels remain a decision for care home management with the model providing insights which 
can help managers make informed decisions about the staffing hours which will meet residents’ 
needs. 

The Scottish Social Services Council (SSSC), as the regulator of the social services workforce in 
Scotland maintains registers of specific groups of workers. A criterion of registration is that a worker 
has, or is working towards, a qualification that reflects the skill, knowledge and competence required 
for practice in each job function. Required registration with the SSSC was introduced in 2009. 
Managers in care home services have been subject to required registration since November 2009. 
Supervisors in care home services have been subject to required registration since March 2012. This 
year, practitioners working in care home services will be subject to required registration from 29 March 
2013. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the criteria is for eligibility for (a) free personal care and (b) nursing care. 

 (S4W-12427) 

Alex Neil: Eligibility criteria is defined in the National Standard Eligibility and Waiting times for the 
Personal and Nursing Care of Older People – Guidance. A complete copy of the guidance is available 
on the Scottish Government website at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/1095/0087758.doc. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the timeline is for the review of National Care Standards. 

 (S4W-12428) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has undertaken exploratory work to inform the review of the 
National Care Standards and will launch a consultation in the first half of 2013. The consultation will 
seek views on the proposed approach to the review, the actual review process and its timing. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government by 
how much each NHS board has been (a) over- or (b) underfunded in each of the last six years, also 
expressed as a percentage. 

 (S4W-12439) 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/1095/0087758.doc


Alex Neil: Each NHS board has received an appropriate amount of funding from the Scottish 
Government in each of the last six years and therefore no board has been either over or under funded 
in that time period. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what additional in-year funding each NHS board has received in each year since April 2007 and for 
what reason. 

 (S4W-12440) 

Alex Neil: NHS boards have received the following in-year funding amounts over the last six years: 

NHS Board In Year Allocations 

2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

£000s £000s £000s £000s £000s £000s 

NHS Ayrshire and 
Arran     76,701     65,901     72,329      77,845      74,017      85,417  

NHS Borders     22,553     20,999     20,711      24,486      22,062      23,153  

NHS Dumfries and 
Galloway     40,042     35,941     33,870      34,064      30,970      36,850  

NHS Fife     62,707     58,016     63,346      65,246      58,646     100,406  

NHS Forth Valley     47,623     45,098     48,466      55,009      76,000      99,942  

NHS Grampian     98,671    101,932     110,042     123,316     107,810     120,072  

NHS Greater Glasgow    286,824    279,440     255,760     275,317     313,144     342,383  

NHS Highland     73,140     76,288     78,063      73,804      74,227      82,983  

NHS Lanarkshire     79,274     86,959     94,084      67,494     119,317     114,261  

NHS Lothian    164,276    149,153     155,306     135,214     172,997     191,134  

NHS Orkney      7,415      9,295     10,303      12,053      14,737      13,614  

NHS Shetland      7,749      8,292      9,996       9,849      15,451      11,944  

NHS Tayside     85,612     85,480     89,683      97,258      97,846     116,831  

NHS Western Isles      7,916      6,740     12,398      13,196      12,190      13,569  

Unified Boards 1,060,503 1,029,534 1,054,357 1,064,151 1,189,414 1,352,559 

 

NHS Board 
In Year Allocations 

2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 

£000s £000s £000s £000s £000s £000s 

National Waiting Times 
Centre     6,886     27,084     23,311      20,097      17,360      17,861  

NHS 24 
    7,202      3,909      3,725       7,511      6,555       3,050  

NHS Education 
   31,145     39,811     44,629      29,289      29,186      31,069  

NHS Health Scotland 
    9,987      6,335      8,267       8,853      3,871       2,369  

NHS NSS 
   75,058    145,830     154,218     134,649     142,480     105,116  

NHS QIS 
-193       257      1,867       2,361      2,628       3,122  

Scottish Ambulance 
Service     6,511      1,872      5,280      12,259      6,543       5,949  

State Hospital 
    3,276      1,290      1,357        511      5,825      12,477  

Special Boards 
139,872 226,388 242,654 215,530 214,448 181,013 

Total 1,200,375 1,255,922 1,297,011 1,279,681 1,403,862 1,533,572 



 

Over the course of a financial year, the Scottish Government Health and Social Care Directorate will 
typically make around 1,200 in-year allocations to NHS boards which cover a wide variety of reasons. 
These allocations can be made to one specific board, for example if there is a public health project 
being piloted in one board area, or to all boards such as funding to cover the costs of the general 
medical services contract or waiting times funding. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
advised NHS Forth Valley to amend how it records periods of social unavailability and, if so, when and 
for what reason. 

 (S4W-12453) 

Alex Neil: No, the Scottish Government has not advised NHS Forth Valley to amend how it 
recorded periods of social unavailability. 

All NHS boards were advised last year through new guidance that as of 1 October 2012 ‘social 
unavailability’ was being scrapped and replaced with “patient advised unavailability”, bringing the 
system into line with the Patient Rights (Scotland) Act. It is for boards to ensure they apply Scottish 
Government guidance accurately. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many 
instances of treatment outwith the 18-week target period NHS Forth Valley did not record as a breach 
of the waiting times guarantee. 

 (S4W-12454) 

Alex Neil: The internal audits on the management of waiting times at Forth Valley published on 20 
December 2012 stated that it found no instances of inappropriate behaviour or pressure on staff to 
hide breached or manipulate data. Overall, patient records reviewed were accurate; however, 
improvements were identified surrounding some aspects of system operation and control, particularly 
in relation to the usage of different patient administrations systems for in-patients and out-patients. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what explanation 
NHS Forth Valley has provided for the level of social unavailability used in its management of waiting 
times. 

 (S4W-12455) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12454 on 5 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what level of 
social unavailability each NHS board recorded in (a) June 2011, (b) June 2012 and (c) December 
2012. 

 (S4W-12456) 

Alex Neil: The information on the number of patients with a period of social unavailability on 30 
June 2011 and 30 June 2012 (latest available published data) by NHS Board is provided in the 
following table. Official waiting times statistics for 31 December 2012 are due to be published by 
Information Services Division Scotland on 26 February 2013. 

Monthly Social Unavailability as at Census date  

NHS Board June 2011 June 2012 

Ayrshire and Arran 703 775 

Borders 308 236 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


NHS Board June 2011 June 2012 

Dumfries and 
Galloway 

493 321 

Fife 543 402 

Forth Valley 1,915 511 

Grampian 7,128 6,949 

Greater Glasgow and 
Clyde 

12,244 5,492 

Highland 814 761 

Lanarkshire 2,148 1,466 

Lothian 12,585 1,790 

Orkney 82 52 

Shetland 275 109 

Tayside 2,175 1,652 

Western Isles 74 58 

GJNH 148 81 

Scotland 42,149 20,883 

Source: ISD Scotland. 

Learning and Justice 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
announce the new conditions of the employer recruitment incentive. 

 

Holding answer issued: 4 February 2013 (S4W-12399) 

Angela Constance: Scottish Government officials are liaising with representatives from the Scottish 
local authorities economic development group, business organisations and others on the details of the 
employer recruitment incentive. Details will be circulated to MSPs as soon as they are available. 

Transport Scotland 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what (a) support and 
(b) financial assistance it provides for large goods vehicle and passenger carrying vehicle drivers to 
obtain a Driver Certificate of Professional Competence. 

 (S4W-12518) 

Keith Brown: Driver Certificate of Professional Competence is reserved, derived from an EU 
Directive introduced in 2009 (2003/59). Drivers must undertake periodic training and operators have a 
responsibility to ensure their drivers are on track to complete their training. 

The provision of such training is a commercial matter. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it 
has had with the United Road Transport Union regarding reported difficulties in complying with the 
Vehicle Drivers (Certificates of Professional Competence) Regulations 2007. 

 (S4W-12520) 

Keith Brown: My officials met with the United Road Transport Union on 18 August 2011 to discuss 
a range of issues, including Driver Certificates of Professional Competence (CPC). At this meeting, 
the union agreed to join the Scottish Freight and Logistics Advisory Group (ScotFLAG), which is 
facilitated by Transport Scotland. 



On 13 October 2011 ScotFLAG produced a report into Driver CPC. The report concluded the uptake 
of training by industry at that time was suitable and sufficient.  As a group member, the union had an 
opportunity to feed into this process. 

The United Road Transport Union has not raised Driver CPC at subsequent ScotFLAG meetings. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide training to ensure that large goods vehicle and passenger carrying vehicle drivers in 
employment who are required to obtain a Driver Certificate of Professional Competence before the 
September 2014 deadline can do so, given that employers have no obligation to provide the required 
training. 

 (S4W-12521) 

Keith Brown: The Driver Certificate of Professional Competence (CPC) is a reserved and 
commercial matter. Operators and owners have an obligation to ensure their drivers complete the 35 
hours training. 

Commercial training is available; and all such training and individual courses must be approved. In 
the UK, the approving body is the Joint Approvals Unit for Periodic Training. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether individual 
learning accounts can be used to cover the cost of obtaining a Driver Certificate of Professional 
Competence. 

 (S4W-12522) 

Keith Brown: Individual Learning Account (ILA) funding cannot be used to support training, which is 
a statutory requirement for the individual’s particular employment. Existing drivers will not therefore be 
able to draw down ILA funding in relation to Certificate of Professional Competence statutory training. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many (a) fatal and (b) serious road accidents heavy goods vehicles have been involved in in the North 
East Scotland parliamentary region, in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-12574) 

Keith Brown: The following table shows the number of injury road accidents reported to the police 
involving heavy goods vehicles in the North East Scotland parliamentary region by severity. 

Year Fatal Serious 

2007 5 16 

2008 5 24 

2009 4 14 

2010 6 25 

2011 1 21 

 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many road traffic collisions there have been in (a) Aberdeen and (b) Aberdeenshire in each of the last 
five years. 

 (S4W-12575) 

Keith Brown: The following table shows the number of injury road accidents reported to the police 
in the areas requested. 

Year Aberdeen Aberdeenshire 

2007 392 631 

2008 512 692 

2009 445 687 



2010 350 598 

2011 362 518 

 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether there have been changes to the original timescale for the Aberdeen Western Peripheral 
Route. 

 (S4W-12583) 

Keith Brown: The protracted legal challenges have resulted in delays to the original timescale and 
the completion date is now spring 2018. We ensured as much preparatory work as possible was 
progressed during the legal challenges to ensure that the delay was kept to a minimum. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will announce whether it has secured the funding for the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route under 
the non-profit distributing funding mechanism. 

 (S4W-12584) 

Keith Brown: The Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route (AWPR) is jointly funded by the Scottish 
Government, Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire Council. The Scottish Government is fully committed 
to delivering the AWPR and has committed that funding will be provided through the Non-Profit 
Distribution programme. 

 

The following questions received written answers: 

S4W-12418 

S4W-12419 

S4W-12443 

S4W-12450 

S4W-12451 

 


