
Wednesday 6 February 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what plans it has to work with the Groceries Code Adjudicator to ensure a fair and consistent 
approach to the food supply chain throughout the UK. 

 

Holding answer issued: 5 February 2013 (S4W-12418) 

 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government fully supports the appointment of the Groceries Code 
Adjudicator (GCA). Scottish Ministers have long pressed for the need for an independent GCA to 
police the Groceries Supply Code of Practice. I have therefore written to the newly appointed GCA 
requesting a meeting. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government, in light of recent comments by CNN, what plans it has to promote Cape 
Wrath, as a desirable destination for walkers. 

 

Holding answer issued: 5 February 2013 (S4W-12443) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Year of Natural Scotland 2013 is an excellent opportunity to promote 
Scotland’s stunning natural beauty and biodiversity. The whole country is being promoted as a 
destination for all visitors including walkers. 

The Year of Natural Scotland presents an opportunity for those promoting walking at Cape Wrath 
and the wider area to increase awareness of Cape Wrath as a destination for walkers. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it is taking to ensure that open cast coal developments deliver community benefit at a level 
comparable to renewable energy developments. 

 (S4W-12512) 

Fergus Ewing: As for renewable energy developments, community benefit arrangements are 
provided on a voluntary basis by opencast coal operators. Scottish Planning Policy provides guidance 
that operators should work closely with communities from an early stage of developing a proposal. 
Community benefits may be proposed by a developer and we would encourage communities to seek 
early engagement with them to maximise all opportunities consistent with guidance on planning 
obligations and good neighbour agreements set out in Circular 3/2012. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
community benefit it expects open cast coal developments to provide. 

 (S4W-12513) 

Fergus Ewing: Scottish Planning Policy on opencast coal states that there should normally be a 
presumption against new opencast coal developments unless they are environmentally acceptable or 
provide local community benefits which outweigh the impacts. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the Scottish 
Energy Advisory Board (a) last met and (b) will next meet. 

 (S4W-12644) 



Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Energy Advisory Board last met on 14 November 2012. The meeting 
discussions included energy skills, heat and the role of district heating, and updates on key issues 
affecting the energy sectors. The next meeting of the board will be on 6 March 2013. Minutes of all 
Scottish Energy Advisory Board meetings can be found on the Scottish Government website at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/Energy/resources/working-groups/energy-
advisory-board/Minutes. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether ministers (a) have met (b) are to meet UK Government ministers to discuss the Groceries 
Supply Code of Practice. 

Holding answer issued: 5 February 2013 (S4W-12419) 

 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12418 on 6 February 2013. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how the work of the 
Commission for Developing Scotland’s Young Workforce will feed into the Post-16 Education 
(Scotland) Bill. 

Holding answer issued: 5 February 2013 (S4W-12451) 

 

Angela Constance: The work of the Commission is currently at an early planning stage with final 
recommendations due to be published in the second quarter of 2014. Subject to the approval of 
Parliament, the consideration of the Post-16 Education (Scotland) Bill is expected to be completed 
during the first half of 2013. The work of the Commission is therefore not expected to feed into the bill. 
However in terms of the vision the Commission will seek to develop, its work will build on this 
legislation which focusses on improved college governance and accountability as well as the 
coherence of provision. 

 

 

Governance and Communities 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it had with the UK Government regarding the agenda for the joint energy summit that 
was held on 24 January 2013 and when it advised the UK Government that it had prepared the news 
release, which was published on 23 January 2013, containing its six-point list of demands on fuel 
poverty. 

 (S4W-12496) 

 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12497 on 6 February 2013. 
Scottish Government officials liaised with the UK Government officials regularly in the build-up to the 
summit. The Scottish Government issued the news release following a debate on fuel poverty in the 
Scottish Parliament. It reflected the content of the debate and set out the key points of action the 
Scottish Government believes need to be taken to further tackle fuel poverty. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/Energy/resources/working-groups/energy-advisory-board/Minutes
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/Energy/resources/working-groups/energy-advisory-board/Minutes
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it first informed the UK Government that it wanted to table its six-point list of demands on fuel 
poverty at the joint energy summit held on 24 January 2013. 

 (S4W-12497) 

 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government had a number of meetings and communications with 
Scotland Office officials, dating from August 2012, to organise a joint energy summit and to ensure 
that the event achieved positive outcomes for Scottish households suffering from high energy prices. 
Difficulty in securing earlier UK Ministerial attendance resulted in the summit date of 24 January 2013. 

In the interim, the Deputy First Minister asked to meet with each of the major energy companies, 
regarding assistance for vulnerable consumers. 

A meeting was held between The Scottish Government and Scotland Office officials on 15 January 
2013 to discuss the agenda for the summit. Scottish Government officials made the Scotland Office 
aware of the Deputy First Minister’s meetings with the major energy companies (confirmed in an email 
of 18 January 2013), who would be attending and also raised matters of concern to stakeholders 
regarding the Energy Companies Obligation. Scottish Government officials also requested a 
nominated Department for Energy and Climate Change official to discuss what matters they were 
planning to raise at the summit. A teleconference between Scottish Government officials and a 
Department for Energy and Climate Change official on 21 January 2013 covered the respective issues 
for the summit. 

On 22 January 2013 Scottish Government officials emailed Scotland Office officials to confirm that 
the Minister for Housing and Welfare would address support for vulnerable customers in Scotland and 
the asks of energy suppliers and UK Government in her agenda item. Scotland Office officials 
confirmed by email that they were content with these points.  

 

Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many businesses have benefitted from the Small Business Bonus Scheme 
(SBBS) in (a) East Lothian, (b) Midlothian and (c) Scotland. 

 (S4W-12667) 

John Swinney: Official Statistics published on 24 October 2012 show that 89,087 business 
properties across Scotland are benefitting from the Small Business Bonus Scheme (SBBS) in 2012-
13. This is an increase of almost 4,000 from the previous year. 

In East Lothian 1,556 and in Midlothian 1,127 business properties are benefiting from the SBBS. 
In 2012-13 it is estimated that the SBBS has saved small businesses in East Lothian and Midlothian   
£4.5 million.  
The Scottish Government has committed to maintain the SBBS for the lifetime of this Parliament. 
 

Health and Social Care 

Fiona McLeod (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what support will be available for people who want to volunteer at the 2014 
Commonwealth Games. 

 (S4O-1784) 

Shona Robison: The Games offer a fantastic opportunity for people from all over Scotland to 
volunteer. 

To encourage a wide range of people to apply for this opportunity, we have taken a number of 
practical steps to provide support for people who wish to volunteer. 

The organising committee has created a drop-in centre where potential volunteers can gain advice 
and assistance. A contact centre is also available to provide advice by both telephone and email to 
those who are based further afield. 

We also recognise that some people may need additional assistance to overcome practical and 
financial barriers to volunteering. To help tackle this, the Scottish Government has teamed up with the 



BIG Lottery Fund and the organising committee to develop the Legacy 2014 Volunteer Support 
Programme. This £500,000 programme was announced in January and is expected to open in autumn 
2013. 

 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what input its 
Health and Social Care Directorate made to the Draft Second Report on Proposals and Policies. 

 (S4O-1785) 

Michael Matheson: As noted in the Draft Second Report on Proposals and Policies, tackling climate 
change is the responsibility of every part of the Scottish Government, its agencies and local 
government. 

We propose to ramp up emissions reduction from across the entire public sector, including the 
Health estate, by accelerating implementation of actions identified within existing carbon management 
plans and later move to more ambitious activity. 

Our household energy efficiency measures and some of our transport proposals may also bring 
wider health benefits in addition to reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to ensure that NHS boards meet the waiting times targets. 

 (S4O-1786) 

Alex Neil: We provide the necessary guidance and additional support when required to all NHS 
boards across Scotland in order to ensure that they continue to meet our current waiting times targets. 

The Scottish Government also engages with NHS boards on a very regular basis in relation to 
waiting times and other key issues. There is also a formal annual review and mid-year review with 
each board. 

The Scottish Government utilises the comprehensive set of statistics published on a quarterly basis 
by NHS Information Services Division, which includes performance against the waiting time target and 
standards etc. 

We continue to work closely with health boards to address any issues and to maintain compliance in 
meeting our current waiting times targets. 

 

Rob Gibson (Caithness, Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what potential benefits will accrue to remote and rural areas in the north and west 
following the announcement of a pilot scheme in Ardnamurchan to devise new ways of delivering 
healthcare in such areas. 

 (S4O-1787) 

Alex Neil: I am expecting NHS Highland to develop and test alternative models of healthcare 
delivery in remote and rural areas so as to ensure people living there have access to safe and 
sustainable services. 

 

Malcolm Chisholm (Edinburgh Northern and Leith) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will amend the Quality and Outcomes Framework so that it can focus more on 
the early years. 

 (S4O-1788) 

Alex Neil: As part of the move to a more Scottish focused GP contract, we will seek to implement 
changes which help to directly address the challenges facing Scotland, including inequalities. 

A focus on prevention and early intervention particularly in the early years of life will be crucial in 
meeting these challenges. The Quality and Outcomes Framework is part of our approach to help 
achieve this. 



 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many social unavailability codes for (a) out-patients and (b) in-patients have been issued by each 
NHS board in each month since the New Ways waiting time system was introduced, also expressed 
as a percentage. 

 (S4W-12429) 

Alex Neil: Officials have provided a report on the quarterly statistics published by ISD on waiting 
times. These reports include information on the number of patients who are socially unavailable at the 
census date that the publication relates to and compares it with the position in the previous quarter. 

The specific information requested is published by ISD Scotland and can be found on their website 
at the following link: 
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Waiting-Times/Publications/data-tables.asp. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many additional letters it expects will be issued monthly by NHS boards because of the new rules 
for applying social unavailability codes. 

 (S4W-12430) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not available centrally. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what options are available to patients where the 12-week referral to treatment time guarantee has not 
been met. 

 (S4W-12433) 

Alex Neil: The operation of the treatment time guarantee is contained in the Patient Rights 
(Scotland) Act 2011, in the treatment time guarantee regulations and directions as well as the 
guidance issued by the Scottish Government in August 2012. Links to the Regulations and Directions 
are: 
www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2012_17.pdf. 
The guidance on the treatment time guarantee can be found at: 
http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2012_32.pdf. 
 
The Scottish Government expects NHS boards to ensure they comply with the law for each individual 
patient. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what it considers an unacceptable breach of the waiting time guarantee for cancer treatment. 

 (S4W-12435) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has set two standards for patients diagnosed with cancer. 

The first standard is that patients who have been urgently referred with a suspicion of cancer or are 
referred from one of the national cancer screening programmes, should begin treatment within 62 
days. 

The second standard is that patients diagnosed with cancer and irrespective of the route of referral, 
should begin treatment within 31 days from the date that the decision to treat was agreed with the 
patient. 

Patient breaches out with these waiting times standards are considered unacceptable unless for 
compelling clinical reasons. 

 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Waiting-Times/Publications/data-tables.asp
http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2012_17.pdf
http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2012_32.pdf


Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it supports NHS boards that report problems in achieving the waiting time guarantee for colorectal 
cancer treatment. 

 (S4W-12436) 

Alex Neil: When there is evidence that an NHS board is persistently failing to meet cancer waiting 
times standards, the NHS board is offered a programme of performance support. This programme is 
tailored and may involve one or more of the following: 

Weekly monitoring of performance against standards; 
Evidence that breach analyses are being carried out and that resulting action is being taken; 
Diagnostic on-site visits by a support team to identify improvement opportunities and facilitate 
pathway redesign where necessary; 
Sign posting to other NHS boards where there are examples of good practice that have resulted in 
sustained above standard performance. 
This support is usually continued until the NHS board has consistently achieved the cancer waiting 
times standards. 

Performance support programmes consider the whole healthcare system, to ensure that a focus on 
the area of concern does not adversely affect other parts of the healthcare system. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether GP referrals for diagnostic tests are (a) given lower priority than and (b) subject to the same 
waiting time as guarantees and exemptions referrals by consultants for the same tests. 

 (S4W-12437) 

Alex Neil: Those patients covered by Scottish Government guarantees are set out in guidance 
issued by the Scottish Government in August 2012. These documents are available at the following 
links: 
www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2012_32.pdf  
www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2012_33.pdf  
 

Urgency of all referrals is judged by the referrer. Referrals for diagnostic tests are prioritised 
according to clinical need and irrespective of the source of referral. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what it regards as a reasonable time for patients referred by GPs for diagnostic tests to be seen. 

 (S4W-12438) 

Alex Neil: Current diagnostic waiting time standards provide an indication of the maximum time that 
patients referred for investigations can expect to wait. Urgency of referrals is judged by the referrer. 
Referrals for diagnostic tests are prioritised according to clinical need and irrespective of the source of 
referral. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many (a) dermatology and (b) melanoma referrals there have been in each 
year since 1999, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-12516) 

Alex Neil: The information gathered for Dermatology referrals records the number of patients who 
were referred and attended their appointment. 

The following tables are split into three due to the changes in the past 13 years in how waiting times 
are measured and collected.  

Table 1: Number of new outpatient dermatology appointments following referral from a GP/GDP by 
NHS Board of Treatment, year ending December 1999 – December 2007

 1 

 

 

http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2012_32.pdf
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NHS Board of 
Treatment 

Year Ending 

Dec-99 Dec-00 Dec-01 Dec-02 Dec-03 Dec-04 Dec-05 Dec-06 Dec-07 

NHS Scotland
2
 80 609 80 981 79 247 83 761 80 564 81 020 81 448 76 878 86 419 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran 4 727 4 989 4 831 4 974 4 741 4 775 4 909 3 615 4 781 

NHS Borders 1 132 1 169 1 192 1 248 1 306 1 355 1 357 1 405 1 505 

NHS Dumfries and 
Galloway 2 027 1 868 1 925 1 996 2 004 2 017 1 957 2 769 2 777 

NHS Fife 4 303 4 985 5 025 5 372 4 697 5 106 5 682 5 910 6 096 

NHS Forth Valley 3 124 2 941 3 054 2 986 2 458 3 710 3 184 3 888 4 398 

NHS Grampian 3 911 4 342 4 331 3 834 3 600 3 156 4 186 3 574 4 912 

NHS Greater Glasgow 
and Clyde 29 673 27 817 28 219 30 465 29 089 27 789 27 148 27 564 30 607 

NHS Highland 4 232 4 545 4 156 3 870 4 498 4 398 3 780 3 831 3 577 

NHS Lanarkshire 8 947 10 203 8 808 11 283 10 376 8 986 8 618 7 747 8 342 

NHS Lothian 11 850 11 791 11 686 11 446 12 002 13 302 14 134 10 503 11 869 

NHS Orkney  103  138  90  94  107  114  116  134  107 

NHS Shetland  205  174  136  155  103  270  158  192  201 

NHS Tayside 6 040 5 732 5 516 5 712 5 276 5 755 5 943 5 416 6 963 

NHS Western Isles  289  287  278  326  307  287  264  330  283 

Source: ISD Scotland SMR00. 
Ref: IRS2013-00167. 
Notes: 
1. Data is derived from a subset of records comprising Scottish residents who received a new 
outpatient appointment at a consultant-led outpatient clinic in an acute specialty following referral from 
a GP or dentist. It excludes patients with ASCs - Availability Status Codes. 
2. Other providers of NHS treatment are included in the NHS Scotland total but not explicitly shown. 

 
Table 2: Number of new outpatient dermatology appointments following referral from a GP/GDP by 
NHS Board of Treatment, quarter ending March 2008 – March 2010 

1,3,4
 

NHS Board of 
Treatment 

Quarter Ending 

Mar-08 Jun-08 Sep-08 Dec-08 Mar-09 Jun-09 Sep-09 Dec-09 Mar-10 

NHS Scotland 
2
 21 389 23 226 27 408 29 130 26 414 24 718 27 183 27 153 25 344 

NHS Ayrshire and 
Arran 1 261 1 298 1 610 1 618 1 649 1 364 1 644 1 843 1 508 

NHS Borders  495  429  513  520  549  474  565  567  520 

NHS Dumfries and 
Galloway  702  789  745  609  623  640  592  515  629 

NHS Fife 1 215 1 459 1 528 1 764 1 709 1 450 1 623 1 516 1 799 

NHS Forth Valley 1 107 1 249 1 314 1 303 1 514 1 455 1 331 1 246  845 

NHS Grampian 1 069 1 587 1 897 1 631 1 301 1 561 1 530 1 282 1 442 

NHS Greater Glasgow 
and Clyde 7 567 7 873 9 846 9 431 8 273 7 881 9 260 9 277 8 584 

NHS Highland  787  922  899  955  753  819  838  802  684 

NHS Lanarkshire 2 106 2 285 2 952 3 631 3 399 2 812 2 937 3 211 3 202 

NHS Lothian 3 089 3 272 4 062 5 187 4 434 4 033 4 682 4 771 3 906 

NHS Orkney  29  53  25  3  57  0  31  14  26 

NHS Shetland  20  55  32  84  22  43  95  49  67 

NHS Tayside 1 861 1 898 1 923 2 312 2 081 2 116 1 961 2 001 2 046 

NHS Western Isles  81  57  62  82  50  70  94  59  86 

Source: ISD Scotland Waiting Times Warehouse. 

Ref: IRS2013-00167. 



1. Scottish residents seen at a new NHS appointment at a consultant/dentist-led outpatient clinic 
following referral from their GP or dentist (GDP). 

2. Other providers of NHS treatment are included in the NHS Scotland total but not explicitly shown. 

3. Data is based on the Waiting Times Data Warehouse position as at 26
th
 October 2012 (i.e. the data 

used for publication that was released on 26
th
 November 2012).  

4. It should be noted that the numbers of attendances at an outpatient clinic increase by approximately 
15,000 between year ending 2007 and 2008 this may be due to the different data sources used.   

Table 3: Number of new outpatient dermatology appointments following referral from all referral 
sources by NHS Board of Treatment, quarter ending June 2010 – September 2012 

1, 3
 

NHS Board of 
Treatment 

Quarter ending 

Jun-10 Sep-10 Dec-10 Mar-11 Jun-11 Sep-11 Dec-11 Mar-12 Jun-12 Sep-12 

NHS Scotland 
2
 27 427 29 830 28 498 27 793 26 392 28 817 29 185 29 783 26 814 29 059 

NHS Ayrshire 
and Arran 1 584 1 386 1 439 1 588 1 232 1 384 1 752 1 884 1 594 1 651 

NHS Borders  519  589  501  515  497  532  454  641  444  663 

NHS Dumfries 
and Galloway  593  460  760  512  449  563  498  398  595  498 

NHS Fife 1 808 1 670 1 538 1 797 1 637 2 200 1 702 1 722 1 844 1 802 

NHS Forth 
Valley 1 164 1 444 1 263 1 039 1 430 1 572 1 476 1 494 1 261 1 538 

NHS 
Grampian 1 399 1 751 1 736 1 602 1 291 1 460 1 798 1 782 1 738 1 875 

NHS Greater 
Glasgow and 
Clyde 8 858 9 975 8 887 8 527 8 513 9 459 9 511 9 942 8 478 9 797 

NHS Highland  779  799  815  796  754  694  715  651  712  775 

NHS 
Lanarkshire 3 632 3 900 3 787 3 944 2 963 3 340 3 492 3 368 2 842 2 809 

NHS Lothian 4 582 5 186 5 138 5 041 4 993 4 970 5 061 5 100 4 492 4 902 

NHS Orkney  29  29  24  38  60  30  36  43  48  45 

NHS Shetland  36  76  72  47  46  98  20  76  80  66 

NHS Tayside 2 366 2 453 2 462 2 266 2 453 2 400 2 618 2 587 2 617 2 555 

NHS Western 
Isles  78  112  75  81  74  115  52  95  69  83 

Source: ISD Scotland Waiting Times Warehouse 
Ref: IRS2013-00167 
1. Data based on Scottish residents seen at a new NHS appointment at a consultant/dentist-led 
outpatient clinic following referral from any source. From 31 March 2010 the national standard was 
expanded to cover new outpatient referrals from all sources. 
2. Other providers of NHS treatment are included in the NHS Scotland total but not explicitly shown. 
3. Data is based on the Waiting Times Data Warehouse position as at 26

th
 October 2012 (i.e. the data 

used for publication that was released on 26
th
 November 2012).  

 
(b) Melanoma referrals 
Table 4: Number of urgent referrals for melanoma, by NHS Board -  
Yearly data (note partial data for 2012

1
) 

NHS Board of Receipt of Referral Year 

 
2010 2011 

(partial 
year) 
2012

1
 

NHS Scotland 279 356 331 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran 6 19 9 

NHS Borders 9 7 10 



NHS Board of Receipt of Referral Year 

 
2010 2011 

(partial 
year) 
2012

1
 

NHS Dumfries and Galloway 11 11 12 

NHS Fife 16 14 13 

NHS Forth Valley  21 17 20 

NHS Grampian 32 40 21 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 87 92 90 

NHS Highland 20 21 30 

NHS Lanarkshire 54 44 43 

NHS Lothian 15 60 55 

NHS Orkney 1 4 0 

NHS Shetland 1 1 2 

NHS Tayside 6 25 26 

NHS Western Isles 0 1 0 

Source: ISD Scotland 
Ref: IRS2013-00167 
Data is only available up to 30 September 2012, therefore the 2012 figures are incomplete. Data up to 
31 December 2012 will be available after the next Cancer Waiting Times publication on 26 March 
2013. 
Table 4 shows data for urgent referrals submitted with a suspicion of cancer by a GP or GDP, or direct 
referral to hospital (self, GP or NHS 24 referral to A&E or other), or referral from a National Cancer 
Screening Programme. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many dentists were practising in Grampian in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-12576) 

Alex Neil: The information requested can be found in the Medical and Dental Staff in post table on 
the NHS Information Services Division website: 
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health%2DTopics/Workforce/Publications/2012-11-27/Dentists_S2012.xls 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many nurses there have been in NHS Grampian in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-12577) 

Alex Neil: The information requested can be found in the Nursing and Midwifery staff in post table 
on the NHS Information Services Division website: 
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2012-11-
27/Nursing_and_Midwifery_SIP_S2012.xls?53296406 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
funding it has allocated to alcohol support services in (a) Aberdeen and (b) Aberdeenshire in each of 
the last five years. 

 (S4W-12581) 

 

Michael Matheson: Responsibility is devolved to Alcohol and Drug Partnerships to commission 
(informed by robust needs assessment) evidence based, person centred and recovery-focused 
treatment services to meet the needs of their resident populations. Decisions on spend for alcohol and 
drug services are made locally by the ADPs. 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2012-11-27/Dentists_S2012.xls
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2012-11-27/Nursing_and_Midwifery_SIP_S2012.xls?53296406
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/Publications/2012-11-27/Nursing_and_Midwifery_SIP_S2012.xls?53296406


The Scottish Government allocates funding to Alcohol and Drug Partnerships (ADPs) via NHS 
boards. In those areas where there is more than one ADP, the NHS board should agree with ADPs 
how this funding should be distributed between them. 

Information on funding allocations to each of the three Alcohol and Drugs Partnerships (Aberdeen 
City, Aberdeenshire and Moray) in NHS Grampian is not held centrally. 

The following table details alcohol prevention, treatment and support funding allocations to NHS 
Grampian for the last five years. 

NHS Board Allocation 
2008-09 

Allocation 
2009-10 

Allocation 
2010-11 

Allocation 
2011-12 

Allocation 
2012-13 

Grampian £2,014,386 £2,804,595 £2,804,595 £2,880,681 £3,010,872 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
funding it has allocated to mental health services in (a) Aberdeen and (b) Aberdeenshire in each of the 
last five years. 

 (S4W-12582) 

 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government sets national direction of policy on mental health and 
provides funding to agencies, including NHS boards and local authorities, to support implementation of 
policy. 

The management of local actions in implementing national policy, and decisions on local spending 
priorities are the responsibility of relevant local agencies. It is therefore the responsibility of NHS 
boards and local authorities to work with their partners and regularly review spending decisions to 
deliver fit for purpose services which respond to local needs. 

Funding on mental health promotion, early intervention and appropriate treatment for people with 
mental health problems will continue to be drawn from the overall funds allocated to NHS Scotland 
and local authorities by the Scottish Government. 

Learning and Justice 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
resources will be allocated to the Police Service of Scotland in relation to (a) the killing of birds of prey 
and (b) tackling other wildlife crime. 

Holding answer issued: 30 January 2013 (S4W-12044) 

 

Kenny MacAskill: It will be a matter for the Chief Constable to decide how best to deploy the 
resources available to him, including wildlife crime. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what officials the 
Minister for Youth Employment met on her recent visit to Brussels and what was discussed. 

Holding answer issued: 4 February 2013 (S4W-12400) 

 

Angela Constance: Since 2008, the Scottish Government has adopted the practice of regularly 
publishing details of Ministers’ engagements on the Scottish Government website: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/People/14944/Events-Engagements/MinisterialEngagements 

Details of meetings held from 5 September 2012 to 30 November 2012 should be published in 
February 2013. 

At the Education, Youth, Culture and Sport Council meeting, which I attended on behalf of the UK, I 
spoke about the importance of engaging young people in decisions that affect their lives. I highlighted 
the support provided by the Scottish and UK Governments to youth organisations to enable structured 
dialogue with young people to take place. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/People/14944/Events-Engagements/MinisterialEngagements


In meetings with representatives from the European Commission, discussions focused on the 
forthcoming youth employment package (subsequently announced on 5 December 2012) which 
includes a recommendation that Member States introduce a Youth Guarantee for young people within 
four months of leaving education or becoming unemployed.  

In meetings with representatives from the Austrian, Dutch, Finnish and German governments, I 
described the Scottish Government’s youth employment strategy, sought information on the measures 
they were taking to tackle youth unemployment, how their vocational education systems contributed to 
this and how Austria and Finland were implementing Youth Guarantees to unemployed young people.  

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the remit is of 
the Commission for Developing Scotland’s Young Workforce. 

Holding answer issued: 5 February 2013 (S4W-12450) 

 

Angela Constance: Building on the platforms of Curriculum for Excellence, careers services 
modernisation, Post-16 education reform and Scotland’s successful Modern Apprenticeship 
programme, the remit of the Commission is to develop proposals designed to enhance Scotland’s 
vocational and further education system as it relates to young people; enable young people to make 
the best transition from the broad general education under Curriculum for Excellence into the system; 
and encourage greater employer commitment to youth employment and the development and delivery 
of the vocational and further education system. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what support it 
provides to holocaust education programmes. 

 (S4W-12529) 

 

Alasdair Allan: The Holocaust education and Holocaust Memorial Day have a vital role in ensuring 
that atrocities of the past are never repeated and that racism, bigotry and prejudice are not tolerated. 

The Scottish Government has provided sustained support to the Holocaust Educational Trust (HET) 
to deliver the Lessons from Auschwitz project, which has had participants from more than 60% of 
Scotland’s schools and colleges. The four part project includes survivor testimony, a visit to the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial and Museum in Poland and wider dissemination of the lessons learned 
within schools and communities. Survivor testimonies are also captured and promoted through 
initiatives such as the Gathering the Voices project. 

We work with HET, the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, Interfaith Scotland, local authorities and 
others including the Anne Frank Trust to raise awareness in schools and to deliver the annual national 
commemoration of the Holocaust and subsequent genocides. The Holocaust Memorial Day 2013 
Advisory board developed a schools programme which included a number of school visits, schools 
intranet events, exhibitions and a Holocaust Memorial Day Commemoration programme for schools at 
Glasgow City Chambers which was attended by about 400 pupils. 

Education Scotland promotes education resources, professional development opportunities and 
curricular projects which build capacity and expertise in holocaust education. Holocaust education 
practice is also included in sessions run for undergraduate teacher trainees offered to Scottish 
universities, as part of global citizenship awareness for students. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to raise awareness in schools of holocaust memorial day. 

 (S4W-12530) 

 



Alasdair Allan: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12529 on 6 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it has 
taken to provide schools with reliable information about the holocaust. 

 (S4W-12531) 

 

Alasdair Allan: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12529 on 6 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it has 
taken to help provide schools with first-hand accounts of the holocaust through survivor stories. 

 (S4W-12532) 

 

Alasdair Allan: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12529 on 6 February 2013. All 
answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is 
taking to provide school pupils with the opportunity to visit the Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial and 
Museum. 

 (S4W-12533) 

 

Alasdair Allan: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12529 on 6 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what support (a) it and (b) Historic Scotland provides to (i) local authorities and (ii) 
communities wishing to (A) safeguard and preserve and (B) develop historic or listed buildings. 

 (S4W-12488) 

 

Fiona Hyslop: (a) and (b) Scottish Government support in such matters is delivered through Historic 
Scotland, as the executive agency tasked with safeguarding the historic environment. 

(i) and (ii) Historic Scotland (HS) works closely with local authorities and communities to safeguard, 
preserve and secure the future of Scotland’s listed buildings. It has long been recognised that the 
most effective way of keeping a healthy listed building stock is through their everyday use in the 
community. 

(A) It is when historic or listed buildings fall out of use that they are at risk and HS continues to 
develop strategies around identifying development and funding strategies in partnership with local 
authorities, community partnerships and other key stakeholders. At a national and local level, the 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/Default.aspx


agency also helps identify and deal with buildings at the estate management stage, before they have 
become redundant, advising on new uses and potential for conversion.  

Recent examples where under-used or redundant buildings have been brought back to life through 
concerted action by community groups, private developers or charitable building trusts assisted 
financially and technically by HS, include, Knockando Woollen Mill, Maryhill Burgh Halls and Anchor 
Mills, Paisley converted to a business centre and residential accommodation. Historic Scotland will 
continue to prioritise important buildings seeking new uses and supporting local authorities in 
managing their own heritage property portfolios.  

The protection of listed buildings is largely the responsibility of local authorities and is carried out 
through the listed building consent procedure under the terms of the Planning (Listed Building and 
Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended by the Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006 and 
the Historic Environment (Amendment) (Scotland) Act 2011. Historic Scotland works closely with all 
local authorities advising on technical issues and larger scale strategic projects.  

(B) Historic Scotland makes financial support available to local authorities, individuals and 
community groups who wish to repair and redevelop historic buildings, through a range of grant 
funding streams that are targeted to provide the most appropriate intervention. One of the key drivers 
for the provision of such grant support is; delivering benefits for communities by helping to regenerate 
and promote the active use and ongoing care and maintenance of the historic environment, 
broadening access to it, promoting sustainable economic and rural development and reinforcing local 
identity and sense of place. 

The principal grant streams are (amounts per annum): 

Historic Building Repair Grant Scheme (HBRG) (£4.6 million); financial help is available to owners to 
meet the cost of high-quality repairs using traditional materials and specialist craftsman to conserve 
original features in buildings of special architectural or historic interest. In redevelopment projects, 
stage one Historic Scotland grant is very often the first confirmed scheme support and is recognised 
as a catalyst in attracting other funders to the project. 

Repair Grants for Places of Worship (£1.5 million); Historic Scotland and the Heritage Lottery Fund 
jointly provide grant assistance for repairs to Places of Worship considered to be of outstanding 
architectural or historic interest. 

Conservation Area Regeneration Scheme: Historic Scotland’s Conservation Area Regeneration 
Scheme (CARS) grant programme is intended to drive the integrated regeneration of historic urban 
centres primarily by repairing and revitalising the built heritage so as to bring new uses, new economic 
activity and new confidence together with the engagement of local communities through a range of 
awareness raising, training and educational initiatives. The scheme encourages local authorities to 
establish Conservation Area Regeneration Schemes and can also support Townscape Heritage 
Initiatives funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund. To date, Historic Scotland has awarded £26 million of 
funding towards 46 area based regeneration and conservation initiatives undertaken by 22 separate 
local authorities and one National Park Authority.  

City Heritage Trusts (£3.0 million); funding to independent organisations within the seven Scottish 
Cities, which seek to promote city wide cultural heritage and historic environment programmes of 
work. Edinburgh World Heritage Trust is included within this category. 

Given the significant impact in assisting with the delivery of key local and community projects, 
promoting economic regeneration and ensuring sustainable outcomes and appropriate public access 
for our historic environment, I have committed to maintaining Historic Scotland’s grant budgets in cash 
terms through 2013-15. 

 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-12481 

 


