
Thursday 7 February 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 
Mark McDonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government when it will (a) respond to its recent consultation on Renewables Obligation banding 
levels and (b) confirm levels of support for biomass generation. 

 (S4W-12942) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government is publishing today its response to a recent 
supplementary consultation on changes to the Renewables Obligation (Scotland) legislation and 
support levels. 

Our response confirms that support for biomass electricity will be restricted to stations no larger than 
15 megawatts installed capacity, unless those stations are accredited as combined heat and power 
stations. This is slightly higher than the ceiling of 10 megawatts which we had proposed in our 
consultation, because, while we believe that the need for a restriction in support for biomass electricity 
remains essential, and we are delivering that, we also wish to support investment in a larger number 
of stations, subject to their receiving planning permission, which will incorporate good quality 
combined heat and power. These stations could also attract vital investment in existing businesses, 
creating and preserving jobs. 

We are publishing a response document and summary of the consultation outcome on our website 
this morning. A copy of that report has also been sent to the Enterprise, Energy and Tourism 
committee and to the respondents to our consultation. The document also confirms our decisions in a 
small number of other areas, including support for solar PV. An amending Order containing these 
changes, and the others consulted upon as part of our review, will be laid before the Scottish 
Parliament shortly. 

 

Dennis Robertson (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what recent steps it has taken to improve internet connectivity in rural areas and in 
Aberdeenshire West. 

 (S4O-1797) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government has committed over £240 million of public funding to 
the Step Change 2015 programme, which will deliver a step change in next generation broadband 
connectivity throughout Scotland by 2015. This investment will largely focus on rural areas. 

Aberdeenshire West is included within a tender that was issued at the end of January 2013. We 
hope that the tender process will be concluded by June 2013 and welcome the additional £16 million 
that has been provided by Aberdeenshire Council as part of that programme to address specific local 
priorities within their region. 

In addition, the communities of Corgaff and Glenbuchat in Aberdeenshire West are among the first 
communities to benefit from our Community Broadband Scotland initiative, which is supporting rural 
communities in delivering their own broadband solutions. 

 

Roderick Campbell (North East Fife) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what recent discussions it has had with the Scottish Environment Protection Agency regarding 
flooding caused by surface water. 

 (S4O-1798) 

Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government has regular discussions with Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency (SEPA) and other responsible authorities about surface water flooding. 

Indeed, I am pleased to be able to inform the Parliament that we published the Surface Water 
Management Guidance on Tuesday. This guidance is an important step towards the collaborative 



approach to the management of surface water flooding in Scotland set out in the Flood Risk 
Management (Scotland) Act 2009. The guidance has been developed jointly by the Scottish 
Government, local authorities, Scottish Water and SEPA through the Scottish Advisory and 
Implementation Forum for Flooding. 

The guidance sets out a shared vision for how surface water flooding will be addressed through the 
flood risk management planning process, and how the different organisations can work together to 
identify the most sustainable solutions to manage the risk of surface water flooding across the whole 
of Scotland. 

Finance 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government on 
what date the Procurement Reform Bill will be published. 

Holding answer issued: 6 February 2013 (S4W-12481) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government has signalled its intention to introduce a Procurement 
Reform Bill before summer recess. 

A public consultation on a range of issues relating to the procurement process ran from 10 August 
2012 to 2 November 2012. A total of 251 consultation responses were received. 

Independent analysis of the consultation responses and a summary report were published on the 25 
January 2013 on the Scottish Government website. 

The analysis of the consultation, along with other views and research, will help inform the 
development of the Bill as it makes its way through the Scottish Parliament. 

Governance and Communities 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much funding 

it distributed in the first round of the Housebuilding Infrastructure Loan Fund. 

 

  Holding answer issued: 1 February 2013   (S4W-12345) 

 

Margaret Burgess: A total of £3 million was awarded to successful projects from the first round of the 

fund. 

 
Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government (a) how many 

and (b) what companies received support in the first round of the Housebuilding Infrastructure Loan 
Fund. 

Holding answer issued: 1 February 2013 (S4W-12346) 

Margaret Burgess: I can confirm that three companies received loan offers from the first round of 
the Fund. Details of these are as follows: 

 

Applicant Project Loan Amount 

EWP Investments Limited Armadale Station, West 
Lothian 

£500,000 

Trustees of Richard Tyser Ness Castle, Inverness £1,900,000 

ISIS Waterside Regeneration Limited Maryhill Locks, Glasgow £600,000 

Total  £3,000,000 

 

  

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
offer companies support under the Housebuilding Infrastructure Loan Fund by the end of April 2013. 

Holding answer issued: 1 February 2013 (S4W-12348) 

Margaret Burgess: Our intention is that loan offers will have been issued to the successful 
applicants of round two by that date. 



 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether awards 
have been made under the second round of the Housebuilding Infrastructure Loan Fund and what the 
reasons are for its position on this matter. 

 

Holding answer issued: 1 February 2013 (S4W-12349) 

Margaret Burgess: I have now considered all of the applications and can confirm that decisions 
have been made on five schemes, with four going forward to conditional loan offer. In addition I have 
asked my officials to progress discussions with two schemes to further explore our scope to support 
them. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much 
housing benefit was paid to (a) local authorities, (b) housing associations and (c) private landlords in 
2011-12. 

 (S4W-12537) 

Margaret Burgess: The Department for Work and Pensions reports the following amounts of 
housing benefit were paid to Scottish landlords during 2011-12: 

Local Authorities: £674 million 
Housing Associations: £608 million 
Private Landlords: £446 million 
 
The source for this information can be found at the following website address: 
http://statistics.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd4/h_tables_budget_2012_300812.xls. 

 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its position is regarding the number of housing repossessions. 

 (S4W-12725) 

Margaret Burgess: The Scottish Government has taken measures to assist households at risk of 
repossession. 

The Home Owner and Debtor Protection (Scotland) Act 2010 provides legislative protection for 
home owners. The Act requires all repossession cases to call in court; requires all lenders to 
demonstrate that they have considered all reasonable alternatives to repossession and enables home 
owners to be represented in court by approved lay representatives. 

The Scottish Government’s Home Owners’ Support Fund which is comprised of the Mortgage to 
Rent and Mortgage to Shared Equity schemes supports the most vulnerable home owners and aims 
to help 600 households over two years from 2011-13. In 2011-12, 325 households were helped to 
remain in their homes through the schemes. 

Learning and Justice 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
have used individual learning accounts to undertake beginners IT courses since 2007, broken down 
by (a) gender, (b) age, (c) level of educational attainment and (d) amount of financial support. 

 (S4W-12523) 

Angela Constance: This information is not held centrally. I will ask the chief executive of Skills 
Development Scotland to write to you on this matter. 

 

Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many students applied for, but did not obtain, college places in 2012-13, 
broken down by institution. 

http://statistics.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd4/h_tables_budget_2012_300812.xls


 (S4W-12573) 

Michael Russell: Colleges are responsible for their own recruitment and application processes and 
this information is not held centrally. It is a matter for each college to determine which characteristics 
of the applicant are recorded, including whether he or she is an existing student. 

 

Sandra White (Glasgow Kelvin) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
progress it has made in ensuring that the proposals to improve arrangements for independent 
monitoring of prisons will meet the obligations under the Optional Protocol to the UN Convention 
against Torture. 

 (S4W-12925) 

Kenny MacAskill: I asked Professor Andrew Coyle, Emeritus Professor of Prison Studies in the 
University of London and Visiting Professor in the University of Essex, to review the Scottish 
Government’s proposals to improve arrangements for independent monitoring of prisons. 

The review ran from October 2012 until January 2013. Professor Coyle submitted his report to the 
Cabinet Secretary for Justice at the end of January 2013. Professor Coyle’s report will be published 
today, 7 February 2013. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
statement by the Deputy First Minister on 13 December 2012 (Official Report, c.14759), whether it is 
its intention to negotiate an opt-out from the European single currency in the event of Scotland 
separating from the rest of the United Kingdom. 

 

Holding answer issued: 24 January 2013 (S4W-11889) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scottish Government policy is to retain Sterling and not join the Euro. For any 
country to adopt the Euro it would be required to meet certain criteria, including being a member of the 
European Exchange Rate Mechanism (ERM) for two years. Participation in the ERM is entirely 
voluntary and countries which do not join the ERM cannot join the Euro. 

Following a ‘yes’ vote in 2014, a process of negotiation will take place with the UK government on 
the transfer of powers to an independent Scottish Parliament. The Scottish Government has made 
clear that it expects Scotland’s transition from membership of the EU as part of the UK to membership 
as an independent member state to be negotiated from a position within the EU. This has long been 
made clear by the Scottish Government in Choosing Scotland’s Future in 2007, in Your Scotland, Your 
Voice in 2009 and in Your Scotland, Your Referendum in 2012. 

Under paragraph 30 of the Edinburgh Agreement the UK Government and the Scottish Government 
have committed to continue to work together constructively in the light of the outcome of the 
Referendum, whatever it is, in the best interests of the people of Scotland and of the rest of the United 
Kingdom. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will make a statement on the role of Professor Stephen Tierney as an 
independent expert adviser as announced in the news release of 5 July 2012, Scottish Government 
appoint referendum expert. 

 

Holding answer issued: 29 January 2013 (S4W-12253) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Copies of correspondence between ministers, officials and Professor Stephen 
Tierney, regarding Professor Tierney’s appointment as an independent expert adviser on the Scottish 
independence referendum, have been lodged in SPICe, along with a copy of his paper, entitled “The 
Multi-option Referendum: international guidelines, international practice and practical issues”. (Bib 
numbers. 54712 and 54713). 



Professor Tierney was appointed as the Government’s adviser in May 2012 to advise on issues 
arising from the consultation responses. He had a number of discussions with Scottish Government 
officials, and also met with the First Minister during the 2012 summer recess. The First Minister 
subsequently wrote to Professor Tierney to ask for his advice (based on international experience) on 
the practicalities of holding a two question referendum. However, following the signing of the 
Edinburgh Agreement on 15 October 2012, the issue of a two question referendum did not require 
further consideration. 

Scottish Government officials met again with Professor Tierney in Autumn 2012, when he noted that 
the Government’s main proposals for running the referendum had received strong support from 
respondents (including key electoral stakeholders) and that there was, therefore, little on which he 
could offer additional advice.  

Professor Tierney wrote to the First Minister on 21 January 2013 to tender his resignation as an 
independent expert adviser, as he was also being considered for an advisory role for the Referendum 
(Scotland) Bill Committee. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will publish the advice of Professor Stephen Tierney in his role as independent 
expert adviser on the referendum. 

 

Holding answer issued: 29 January 2013 (S4W-12254) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12253 on 7 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will publish all correspondence between ministers, officials and Professor 
Stephen Tierney since his appointment as an independent expert adviser on the referendum. 

 

Holding answer issued: 29 January 2013 (S4W-12255) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-12253 on 7 February 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

  The following questions received holding answers:  

S4W-12507 

S4W-12511 

S4W-12514 

S4W-12515 
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