
Monday 11 February 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will publish 
its plan to deliver world-class digital connectivity. 

Holding answer issued: 7 February 2013 (S4W-12507) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government will outline the options for delivering world-class digital 
connectivity shortly. Our intention is to stimulate debate and test our ideas through widespread 
discussion and engagement throughout the early part of this year. This engagement is vital in order to 
refine our vision of a world class, digitally connected country and ensure that the benefits of this 
connectivity can be shared across the country. The planned dialogue will involve leading academic, 
business and public sector stakeholders and make full use of digital technology in capturing ideas and 
shaping our long term thinking. 

Governance and Communities 

 Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government,  prior to issuing its news release on 23 January 2013 on fuel poverty, what discussions it 
had with Ofgem regarding the investigation into claims of wholesale energy price fixing and whether 
the regulator indicated that the investigation had concluded.  

 (S4W-12617) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government has not had any discussions with Ofgem regarding its 
investigation into claims of wholesale energy price fixing. 

The Scottish Government has repeatedly called on Ofgem and the UK Government to take firmer 
action to deliver an energy market that is transparent, fair, competitive and effective to ensure that 
consumers are protected. The allegations of price fixing in the wholesale gas market which emerged 
on 13 November 2012 were of great concern to the Scottish Government and it called for swift and 
effective action to fully assess the allegations. As such, the Scottish Government urges Ofgem and the 
Financial Services Authority to press ahead with their investigations into these allegations; including 
publishing outcomes and taking any required action, as soon as possible, to ensure that any 
wrongdoing, where founded, is punished and that the consumers are protected. 

The Scottish Government will continue to work with stakeholders across the energy sector, including 
energy suppliers, Ofgem and the UK Government, to ensure that Scottish consumers get the best deal 
on their energy bills. 

Learning and Justice 

 Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what data it 
uses to measure university performance on widening participation to students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. 

 (S4W-12619) 

Michael Russell: Statistical data on students attending higher education courses in Scottish 
universities, including those students from disadvantaged backgrounds, is provided by the Higher 
Education Statistics Agency and the data is reported on annually by the Scottish Funding Council. 

The Scottish Funding Council’s analysis of entrants from disadvantaged backgrounds is based on 
the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation. 

 


