
Tuesday 12 February 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

 Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many farmers have not yet received their 2012 single farm payments as a result of clerical errors. 

 

Holding answer issued: 25 January 2013 (S4W-11924) 

Richard Lochhead: I regret that the various pieces of information required to answer this question 
are either not held in a readily accessible form or not held at all. My officials have examined what 
would be required to extract the basic information, review the relevant claims, and compile a result. 
This would involve creating specific computer interrogation and reviewing individual claims. My 
officials have estimated that this would cost around £1200 or twice the disproportionate cost threshold 
(£600). However, I refer the member to the answer to question, S4W-11923 on 25 January 2013 that 
is available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much notice farmers are given if their December single farm payments are delayed due to 
administrative errors. 

 

Holding answer issued: 25 January 2013 (S4W-11927) 

Richard Lochhead: I regret that the various pieces of information required to answer this question 
are either not held in a readily accessible form or not held at all. My officials have examined what 
would be required to extract the basic information, review the relevant claims, and compile a result. 
This would involve creating specific computer interrogation and reviewing individual claims. My 
officials have estimated that this would cost around £1200 or twice the disproportionate cost threshold 
(£600). However, I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-11923 answered on 25 January 
2013 that is available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
 http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many farmers have had their single farm payments delayed in two successive years through no 
fault of their own. 

 

Holding answer issued: 25 January 2013 (S4W-11928) 

Richard Lochhead: The European Commission has legislated for a payment window that opens on 
1 December 2012 and closes on 30 June 2013. Payments are made within this window and cannot be 
classed as late. The Scottish Government has a good record of performance in making all payments 
well before the closing date. Farmers are paid as eligibility checks are completed and for individual 
farmers this stage will be reached at a different date within each scheme year. I regret that the various 
pieces of information required to answer this question are either not held in a readily accessible form 
or not held at all. My officials have examined what would be required to extract the basic information, 
review the relevant claims, and compile a result. This would involve creating specific computer 
interrogation and reviewing individual claims. My officials have estimated that this would cost around 
£1200 or twice the disproportionate cost threshold (£600). However, I refer the member to the answer 
to question S4W-11923 on 25 January 2013 that is available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
 http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what it is doing to increase the production of venison. 
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Holding answer issued: 7 February 2013 (S4W-12514) 

Richard Lochhead: We are working closely with representatives of the Scottish venison sector to 
identify opportunities to substantially increase both the production and processing of venison in 
Scotland. 

 

 Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the economic benefits of increasing the 
production of venison. 

 

Holding answer issued: 7 February 2013 (S4W-12515) 

Paul Wheelhouse: An initial assessment of the economic benefits of increasing the production of 
venison has been completed and suggests that there is clear potential for growth within the venison 
sector. 

Governance and Communities 

 Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
reconvene the expert panel that it set up in 2007 to recommend measures to improve the energy 
performance of houses and buildings and what its (a) remit and (b) timetable will be. 

 

Holding answer issued: 8 February 2013 (S4W-12527) 

Derek Mackay: The intention is to reconvene the Expert Panel around the middle of 2013 and 
officials are currently discussing the remit of the Panel with Lynne Sullivan. It is anticipated that the 
Panel will report back in autumn 2013. 

 


