
Wednesday 13 February 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many new business start-ups there were in (a) Aberdeen and (b) Aberdeenshire in each of the last five 
years. 

Holding answer issued: 8 February 2013 (S4W-12578) 

Fergus Ewing: New business start-ups are measured using new business VAT/PAYE registration 
figures. 

Table 1 shows the number of new business VAT/PAYE registrations in the Aberdeen City and 
Aberdeenshire local authority areas from 2007 until 2011. The data is taken from the Office for 
National Statistics Business Demography 2011 publication, which contains the most up to date data 
available. 

 

Table 1: New business VAT/PAYE registrations in the Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire local 
authority areas, 2007-2011 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Aberdeen City 1,220 935 790 1,035 1,215 

Aberdeenshire 1,385 1,045 820 880 1,175 

Source: Business Demography 2011, Office for National Statistics. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on how many construction workers were employed in (a) Aberdeen and (b) 
Aberdeenshire in each of the last five years. 

Holding answer issued: 8 February 2013 (S4W-12579) 

Fergus Ewing: Table 1 shows the number of employment jobs in the construction sector for the 
Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire local authority areas from 2008 until 2011. The data is taken from 
the Office for National Statistics Business Register and Employment Survey, results from which are 
only available from 2008 to 2011. 

 

Table 1: Construction
1
 sector employment jobs

2
 in the Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire local 

authority areas, 2008-2011 

 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Aberdeen City 7,400 7,300 6,800 6,600 

Aberdeenshire 8,800 8,100 7,700 8,600 

Sources: Business Register and Employment Survey, Office for National Statistics. 
Notes: 
1. Construction - Section F according to Standard Industrial Classification (UK SIC 2007). 
2. Employment jobs include all employee jobs within VAT/PAYE registered enterprises, and also 
working owners of VAT/PAYE registered enterprises. The employment jobs estimate does not include 
those that are self-employed in enterprises that are not registered for VAT/PAYE i.e. the smallest sole 
proprietors or partnerships. 
3. Data is rounded to the nearest hundred.  

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on how many construction companies were registered in (a) Aberdeen and (b) 
Aberdeenshire in each of the last five years. 

Holding answer issued: 8 February 2013 (S4W-12580) 



Fergus Ewing: Table 1 below shows the number of construction enterprises registered in the 
Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire local authority areas from 2008 until 2012. The data is taken from 
the Inter-Departmental Business Register and is rounded to the nearest 5. 

Table 1: The number of VAT/PAYE registered
1
 construction

2
 enterprises, registered in Aberdeen City 

and Aberdeenshire local authority areas, March 2008- March 2012 

 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Aberdeen City 635 640 625 620 625 

Aberdeenshire 1,400 1,430 1,440 1,445 1,420 

Source: Inter-Departmental Business Register, Office for National Statistics. 
Notes: 
1. Data refers to VAT/PAYE registered enterprises only. Unregistered enterprises, sole traders and 
partnerships who are not registered for PAYE or VAT, are not included. 
2. Construction - Section F according to Standard Industrial Classification (UK SIC 2007). 

Transport Scotland 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
allow pedestrian or cycling access on the Forth Replacement Crossing and, if so, how it will compare 
with current provision. 

 (S4W-12699) 

Keith Brown: The Forth Replacement Crossing will be constructed to motorway standard and will 
not have pedestrian or cyclist facilities. The current Forth Road Bridge will be retained as a public 
transport corridor and will maintain the current provision for pedestrians and cyclists. 

 

Bill Walker (Dunfermline) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government whether the Forth 
Replacement Crossing remains on target for completion by 2016. 

 (S4W-12777) 

Keith Brown: Yes, the Forth Replacement Crossing remains on target for completion in 2016. 

 

Bill Walker (Dunfermline) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government when the Contact and 
Education Centre for the Forth Replacement Crossing will be fully open to the public. 

 (S4W-12778) 

Keith Brown: The Forth Replacement Crossing (FRC) Contact and Education Centre provides a 
permanent location for those affected by the FRC works to speak to a member of the project team 
face to face. This facility opened to the public on 7 January 2013. Booking requests to visit the project 
exhibition can be made through the project website at: www.forthreplacementcrossing.info. 

 

Bill Walker (Dunfermline) (Independent): To ask the Scottish Government what estimate it has 
made of annual visitor numbers at the Contact and Education Centre at the Forth Replacement 
Crossing once the centre is fully open to the public. 

 (S4W-12779) 

Keith Brown: The primary purpose of the Contact and Education Centre is to provide an information 
point for those affected by the works. No estimate has been made of annual visitor numbers and the 
booking system ensures that the numbers within the building can be managed. 

 


